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S ometimes you have to step outside your 
comfort zone and take a gamble to discover 
a whole new world of opportunities. That is 
certainly the experience of Chris and Pat Shurlock, 
who decided in 2001 that life was short and 
splashed out on a brand new MGE 1.6. At the time 
they knew very little about MGs and next to nothing 
about the MGE but the little red sportster has since 
become a huge part of their lives, opening doors to 
a social life they would otherwise never have had. 
You can read all about that from p28. 

This theme of taking a chance and Jumping into 
the unknown will be familiar to a lot of owners, and 
never is it more starkly illustrated than when setting 
out on a restoration. Take the NA Magnette on p42, 
a car that was restored by two friends, Eloward 
Braithwaite and John Benton. Tackling a car of this 
vintage was unknown territory for John at least, but 
I can only imagine the pride he must feel in the 
finished article and the pleasure from knowing how 
much it is admired by all who see it. 

Or how about James Kasper’s MGB GT on p36? 
James did a fair amount of research before deciding 
on an MGB, then took his time to search out what 
appeared to be a suitable restoration candidate. As 
inevitably happens, the restoration showed up 
rather more in the way of work than initially 
appeared to be the case, but James took it all with 
the right attitude and persevered to create a 
gorgeous car. Now he is looking forward to the 
spring when he can get out with his MG and join a 
few local classic car or British car runs. None of that 
would have been possible if he had not taken the 
plunge and started his restoration. 

Of course, not everybody has the time, money or 
inclination to undertake a restoration, but Chris and 
Pat have shown that this need be no barrier to a 
world of social opportunity. So if you have an MG 
that rarely gets used, blow off the dust and make a 
point of getting out and about in 2015. The EBHVC’s 
Drive It Day on 26 April would be an ideal starting 
point, but there are events happening virtually every 
weekend of the year. And if you haven’t got an MG 
yet, tag along to some local club events. You’ll be 
made very welcome, and no doubt given the push 
you need to take that plunge. 

Simon Goldsworthy 
Editor 
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Jack Goff to 
drive for MG 

MG have named their second driver for 
the 2015 BTCC campaign, and he is a 
racer with reai MG pedigree. 



MG have announced that their 
second driver in the BTCC 
during 2015 will be Jack Goff. 
Not only is he an MG man 
- he’s owned seven of them 
apparently, and started out 
racing with a ZR in the MG 
Trophy championship - he also 
showed plenty of skill and 
determination in the BTCC last 
year to finish 15th in the 
championship. With ten top ten 
finishes including an eighth 
spot in the closing race of the 
year at Brands Hatch, he 
should be a good wing man 
for Andrew Jordan. 

Triple Eight Racing’s 
Managing Director, Ian 
Harrison, thinks that the 2015 
driver line-up is the perfect 
combination of young talent 
coupled with racing experience 
and enthusiasm. He said: ‘Jack 
sitting alongside Andrew ticks 
all the right boxes for MG and 
the team. We plan to continue 
to win races, take podiums and 
lock out front rows so that the 
MG Triple Eight Racing MG6s 
dominate the grid. Everybody 
remembers the 2013 last round 
at Brands where Jack went 
wheel-to-wheel with Gordon 
Shedden, and we need him to 


try to replicate that for us on a 
regular basis.’ 

The MGCC said: ‘The news 
that former MG Trophy racer 
Jack Goff has signed as a 
Works driver for MG this 
season shows once again that 
racing with the MG Car Club is 
a proven route into the world 
of professional motor racing. 
Jack finds himself in good 
company, as the latest in a long 
line of racers who began their 
career with the MG Car Club 
before moving on to wider 
success not only in the British 
Touring Car Championship, but 
also in the World Touring Car 
Championship. Drivers like 
Robb Gravett who won the 
club’s BCV8 Championship in 
1986 and the BTCC in 1990, or 
Paul O’Neill who began his 
career at the wheel of an MCE 
in the MGE Cup before going 
on to podium success and a 
place as a fan favourite in the 
BTCC. MG fans will also 
remember Eiona Leggate, who 
progressed from MG Trophy to 
compete in the BTCC at the 
wheel of the Team Kartworld 
MG ZS in 2007. 

‘Another driver schooled 
with the MGCC is former World 


Touring Car Champion Rob 
Huff. Huff’s formative racing 
years were spent in the BCV8 
championship before 
progressing to the BTCC and 
later the WTCC where he won 
the title for Chevrolet in 2012. 

‘It’s possible to compete with 
the MG Car Club in an MG 
Metro for as little £4000 - 
probably the cheapest way into 
motor racing in the UK - while 
a race-ready MG ZR can be 


k 

bought for Just £3000, with a 
season costing around £4000.’ 

If you’d like to know more 
about the club’s motorsport 
programme, visit their website 
at www.mgcc.co.uk/ 
motorsport or contact the 
club’s Competitions Secretary 
John Hutchison by calling 
01235 849738. 

The 2015 BTCC season starts 
on 4-5 April at Brands Hatch - 

see www.btcc.net 



MG GS London ad filmed 


Benedict Cumberbatch has been seen filming an MG GS 
SUV advert in London. He was spotted at Greenwich and by 
Tower Bridge, and David Knowles has also turned up this 
image of the Sherlock Holmes actor being used in China to 
emphasise the Britishness of the new SUV. 


FBH VC insurance discount 

Classic clubs and members associated with the Eederation of 
British Historic Vehicle Clubs can now benefit from an exclusive 
insurance package and discounted premiums thanks to Stewart 
Miller & Peter James Insurance. Stewart Miller Insurance can also 
now offer EBHVC-affiliated clubs an innovative new facility 
especially for trade members. The new Commercial Legal 
Expenses Insurance package has been tailored to meet the needs 
of clubs including Personal Injury, Tax Protection, Property 
Protection, Employment Disputes & Compensation Awards, Legal 
Defence, Statutory Legal Protection, Debt Recovery, Contract 
Disputes (Lull limit of Indemnity), Tenancy Disputes (as a tenant). 
Helplines for Legal Advice, Tax Counselling and Business Website. 

The benefits are in addition to Peter James Insurance’s Young 
Drivers scheme, open to all members of recognised classic 
vehicle clubs and offering competitive premiums for full UK driver 
licence holders from the age of 17, whose car is more than 30 
years old and is their sole mode of transport. 

EBHVC members wishing to take advantage of a discounted 
premium should guote their club membership details when 
renewing or purchasing insurance, and young enthusiasts 
gualifying for the Young Drivers Scheme can call 0121 506 6040 
to discuss their individual needs. 
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IWo new MG dealers 

MG has announced the appointment of two new dealerships so far 
in 2015, one at Telford in Shropshire and the other in Taunton, 
Somerset. First was Telford MG, part of the Budgen Motor Group 
family-owned business which goes back almost 40 years. Their 
new ISOm^ purpose-built showrooms are on Stafford Park 1 and 
include a five-bay workshop. The business also runs an MG After 
Sales workshop in Featherbed Lane, Shrewsbury with a further 14 
bays. In total the firm employs 75 people. 

K&R MG in Taunton has also opened its doors for business. 
Pleaded by former MG 6R4 Group B rally driver Karl Broad, the 
new dealership will cover a wide area of Somerset from its 
eight-car showroom on Cook Way, Bindon Road. Karl has invested 
heavily in his state-of-the-art workshops, and the large K&R site 
gives the company plenty of space to look at further expansion 
of the MG business in the future. 



1974 cars go tax free 

In 2014 the Chancellor of the Exchequer introduced a 40-year rolling 
exemption from Vehicle Excise Duty. Every year on 1 April (the start of 
the new tax year), the cut-off date for tax exemption moves forward a 
year. This benefit applies to any vehicle manufactured before 1 January 
of the qualifying year, regardless of when it was registered. So, on 1 April 
2015, any car built prior to 1 January 1975 will be eligible for exemption. 

Elowever car owners will not get this benefit automatically. It is up to 
them to apply to the DVLA to change the taxation classification of their 
vehicle from ‘Private Light Goods’ to ‘Elistoric’ Only once this has been 
done will the car be exempt from Vehicle Excise Duty. The Eleritage 
Certificate, which is a certified copy of a vehicle’s factory record, can help 
as it is accepted by the DVLA as proof of the date of manufacture. The 
Certificates are carefully prepared by staff at the Eleritage Motor Centre’s 
Archive Department who research the original build ledgers to provide 
the exact details of an individual car as it left the production line. To apply 
for a Eleritage Certificate and get full details of all the documents on offer, 
visit www.heritage-motor-centre.co.uk/archive-services 




impossible to miss on the Triple-M Register stand 
was this NA Bellevue Monoposto. It is currently for 
sale by Tom Hardman Ltd - price on application only! 

International 
MG & ’h’luniph 
Spares Day 

The formerly separate MG and Triumph shows had 
been united in a single event in 2014, and this format 
was repeated for 2015 on Sunday 1 March. The changes 
necessary to merge the two shows are still not popular 
in all quarters, but it certainly seems to be a winning 
formula with visitors - 2014 had seen a record 
attendance, and this Jumped an astonishing 22% this 
year as 12,996 visitors made the pilgrimage to 
Stoneleigh. That very success did create serious 
problems with access however, and many visitors faced 
unacceptable delays getting into the site as roads 
became clogged in all directions and traffic ground to a 
standstill. The organisers acknowledged this and said: 
‘Unfortunately the system did not cope with the 
unprecedented increase in visitors. Whilst this didn’t 
affect all visitors, it certainly affected some and we would 
like to formally apologise for any delays experienced. We 
have already reviewed traffic plans with the venue for 
2016, and are confident that by opening multiple gates 
simultaneously we will not encounter any further 
problems with the event continuing to grow as it has 
done over the last two years.’ 

On a more positive note, when visitors got into the 
show they were able to enjoy three well-stocked halls 
heaving with new parts, secondhand items, tools, 
garage consumables and more. And when they were 
done shopping, there were plenty of rare, unusual and 
interesting cars to admire on the club stands. 

Next year’s event will be on 21 February, 2016. 



Many big name suppliers such as David Manners had 
well-stocked stands, enabling visitors to make the 
most of low prices without having to add postage. 
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Lancaster Insurance has announced that it will be headline 
sponsor of the MG Owner’s Club (MGOC) Race Championship 
in 2015, and also that it has partnered with Prostate Cancer 
UK to increase understanding and recognition of the disease. 

The Championship begins on 11 April at Rockingham, and 
continues until early October with eight rounds of great 
competitive racing on offer at all the major UK race circuits. 
Aside from the racing, a key element of Lancaster’s 
involvement will be raising funds and awareness of prostate 
cancer amongst racers, spectators and their families. There 
will be a chance to donate at each race meet, and volunteers 
will also be on hand to provide information about a disease 
which kills one man every hour. 

Lancaster Insurance will also be entering its own driver, 
Martin Wills, into the championship. Martin is a keen racer and 
no stranger to the MGOC - he started racing an MGF in 2004 
and won the Championship in 2010. The MGOC Race 
Championship is now in its 35th successful season with over 


60 drivers competing in five classes. For more information, 
visit www.mgoc-championship.co.uk 

Lancaster Insurance has also announced that it will be 
attempting to set a Guinness World Record title for the 
Largest Parade of MGs with the help of the MG Owners’ Club 
at that opening race meeting on Saturday 11 April at 
Rockingham Circuit in Corby, Northamptonshire. The attempt 
will take place on the Oval Track, the UK’s only banked Oval 
and Europe’s fastest motor racing circuit, after the first MGOC 
Race Championship event has finished. 

An official Guinness World Records adjudicator will be in 
attendance, overseeing the attempt and confirming on the 
day if a new record has been set. Lancaster will then be 
capping off the tremendous occasion by holding a free 
traditional hog roast for all participants to enjoy. To achieve 
the Guinness World Records title, there must be more than 
100 cars in the parade. For further information see 
www.lancasterinsurance.co.uk/gwr 


New man at the Hoyle helm FJandtheCTM 



Floyle Suspension, creators of 
independent suspensions for classic 
MGs, have new owners after John Floyle 
retired - the suspensions he designed 
will now be provided by Mark Wanstall 
of MG specialist Fisher Services. Fisher 
Services built their reputation on 
exquisite concours restorations, and 
now offer a full range of services from 
repair and restoration to modification 
and parts (in fact Mark reckons they 
could build you a brand new MG from 
parts alone!), so the addition of Floyle 
Suspension to their portfolio is a logical 
step. The change will be seamless for 
customers, with the products carrying 
on unchanged and manufactured to the 
same high standards by the same 
craftsmen. 

The Floyle suspensions are available 
for the front and rear of the MGA, MGB 
and MGB V8, and for the rear of the 
MGC and RV8. Fisher Services are 
located at Unit 11, Abbey Trading Estate, 
Bell Green Lane, Lower Sydenham, 
London SE26 5TW. Call 020 8776 7695 
or see www.fisher-services.co.uk 


Footman James is now offering 
specialist insurance rates to friends 
of Coventry Transport Museum. The 
scheme includes special rates, and 
gives owners the opportunity to 
tailor their policy through FJ+ where 
options include agreed value, 
breakdown, spare parts, track day 
and travelling to work cover. Gary 
Flail of the CTM said: ‘We are really 
pleased to be entering into this 
partnership with Footman James in 
2015, which is set to be a very special 
year for the museum. This summer 
we will relaunch the attraction 
following an impressive £9m 
redevelopment project, which is 
guaranteed to bring classic transport 
enthusiasts from around the world to 
enjoy our unique collection.’ For 
further information about Footman 
James contact 0333 207 6000 or 
visit www.footmanjames.co.uk 
For information on the Coventry 
Transport Museum, see 
www.transport-museum.com 
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OPENING TIMES: 

Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 5pm 
Sat: 9am -12pm 

Tel: 01403 711551 Fax: 01403 711319 
Email: sussex.classic@btconnect.com 
Web: www.sussexclassiccar.co.uk 


Sussex Classic Car Parts, 
Unit 28, Huffwood Trading 
Estate, Partridge Green, 
West Sussex, RH13 8AU 
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Race Retro draws 30,000 


Race Retro has become the must-attend 
venue for anyone interested in historic 
motorsport these days, and 30,000 
enthusiasts visited the Stoneleigh 
Showground in February. These days 
historic motorsport is all-embracing, and 
while racing and rallying at classic level is 
now very high profile. Just about every 
discipline has a historic sector. One that 
is really blooming is historic trials, who 
had a display of 1950s and 1960s cars. 

The MG Car Club stand was as usual 
positioned near the main entrance, and 
there was a constant flow of racers and 
would be racers over all three days. The 
stand featured Oily Neave’s superbly 
presented MGB V8, which he races in 
the club’s BCV8 Championship. The 
team behind the Eguipe GTS series for 
pre-1966 FIA cars were busy recruiting all 
weekend and reported nearly 100 
registrations - which could make for 
some over subscribed grids if they all 
turn up for the same meetings! 

The other MG in the main hall was in 
fact a regular in the GTS races, the British 
Motor Fleritage MGB of John Yea on the 
BMFI stand. This is the ultimate historic B, 
incorporating all the replacement and 
remanufactured parts from that firm and 
finished in a striking dark blue. Other 


clubs that were keen to see MGs racing 
with them were the Flistoric Sports Car 
Club who were offering their 1970s Road 
Sports Championship, the 750 MC with 
their Road Sports and Bernie’s V8 races, 
and the Classic Sports Car Club with 
their Swinging Sixties series. 

Outside in the cold, the rally stage 
proved very popular with cars from a 40 
year period entertaining the large crowd. 
Top drivers like Jimmy McRae, Dai 
Llewellyn and Russell Brooks were joined 
by special guest Ari Vatanen. They all 
drove a variety of the cars over the four 
sessions, with MG being represented by 
the Metro 6R4. 

Silverstone Auctions ran the main 
auction on the Saturday, which sadly had 
no public assess as has been permitted 
in the past. A very tidy 1968 MGC went 
for £18,000 which was above the top 
estimate, and a 1960 MCA with past race 
and rally use sold for £20,250. 

All in all a very good event, although 
many enthusiasts feel the organisers 
need to up their game to keep people 
coming back. Over the last few years the 
number of trade and club stands has 
declined, while some of the advertised 
‘special displays’ have ended up being 
less than special... Graeme Forrester 


MG-Rovers rule the roost 


Within UK club rallying circles, it is widely 
acknowledged that the Preston Rally is one 
of the toughest and most popular rallies 
that there are. Despite its name, the rally 
takes place in East Anglia and comprises 
some 120 miles of private roads and tracks 
on farmland, disused airfields and forests. 
The event has been run for the past 36 
years by Chelmsford Motor Club and has 
been sponsored throughout by Prestons 
Garage of Writtle. 

Gwen and Jamie Turner, owners of the 
Rover Centre in St Albans have competed 
in the Preston for the past 19 years in a 
variety of cars, but for the last seven years 
they have used Rover 200s and MG ZRs 
built to Endurance Rally specification with 
the 1400CC K-series engine. Initially the 
cars were the subject of a certain amount 


of friendly banter from drivers of other 
much more powerful vehicles. Flowever, 
after four outright victories and four 
second places the banter soon stopped 
and in this year’s entry of 56 cars, no fewer 
than 15 were either MG ZR or Rover 
200/25. Many of these cars were built by 
(or partially prepared by) the Rover Centre. 

In fact the MG ZR is now recognised to 
be the car to use in many forms of rallying, 
including endurance rallying where it has 
dominated the formula for the last eight 
years thanks in a large part to its inherent 
strength, nimbleness and handling. Of 
particular note at the start of this year’s 
Preston Rally was that the organisers had 
spotted the profusion of yellow ZRs, seven 
in all (pictured below), and arranged a 
special enclosure just for them. 



Learn to AutoTest 

Autotesting is driving a course of 
cones against the clock. Autosolos 
are the same as autotesting, but the 
course is only driving forwards. 
There are two objectives when 
undertaking this form of driving test 
- firstly, to drive the course correctly 
and secondly to drive it as quickly as 
you can without incurring penalties. 
If you have never tried this form of 
motorsport, then the Lincolnshire 
Centre of the MGCC are holding a 
practice day at East Kirkby on April 
12 where experienced hands will 
show you how it is done. The event 
is open to all, irrespective of whether 
you are a member of the MGCC or 
not. Entry forms are on their website 
at www.mgcclincolnshire.co.uk 



The MGB GT at 50 

The MG Car Club’s MGB Register are 
planning a gathering/picnic at the 
historic Sheisley Walsh hillclimb 
venue on 16 August to celebrate 50 
years since the launch of the MGB GT. 
Sheisley Walsh is easy to get to, being 
located near Worcester and the M5 at 
junction 6. Full details and an entry 
form are now available from the 
Events page of the MGB Register 
website: www.mgb-register.org/ 
IViGB-Register/Events.html Entry is 
possible on the day, but there are 
advantages to be had by pre-booking 
your tickets. 

MGCC’s great escape 

The MG Car Club has welcomed 
Redditch-based Great Escapes 
Classic Car Hire to their trade 
membership. The company has a 
range of MGs on its books, including 
firm favourites such as the B and F 
as well as the likes of E-Type Jaguars, 
Austin-Healeys and Alfa Romeos all 
available. And to celebrate their 
trade membership. Great Escapes 
will offer a 25% discount to any 
MGCC member looking to book any 
of the classics from their fleet - 
something which could well be of 
interest to overseas members 
looking to book an MG to attend 
MGLive! in June. For more 
information, see www. 
greatescapecars.co.uk or call 
01527 893733. 
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MARKET NEWS 


Compiled by Rod Ker 


From an MGF for £550 to an RV8 for £21,280 


It was a flying start to the 2015 season for 
Brightwells, where a record £1.8m of classic 
merchandise passed in front of the rostrum. 



Glorious RV8 made a glorious £21,280 with H&H in Buxton. 


Over 2000 people were 
counted through the gates at 
Brightwells on 4 March, 
apparently plus a few more 
who arrived by helicopter - not 
a bad way of out-psyching the 
opposition! It’s doubtful that 
the chopper sguad presence 
affected values of the 17 MGs 
on offer - there was nothing in 
the hen’s teeth category, so 
prices were generally 
affordable. In fact, there were 
plenty of lots that looked 
bargains if you don’t care 
about cosmetic perfection. For 
instance, a 1970 Midget Mklll 
described as ‘guite tatty’ but 
looking reasonable in real life 
(we’re spoiled by so many mint 
restorations these days) went 
for £1900 plus commission. 
Boasting a roll cage, tuned 1275 
A-series and fresh MoT, this car 
could have been used as a 
daily driver or given a rolling 
restoration. Either way, it’s 
unlikely you’d ever lose money. 

A slightly older Midget also 
needing a bit of tic was one of 
the few No Sales. £2500- 
£3000 was the estimate, which 
seemed fair for a car that had 
had guite a lot of money spent 
on it, but a bit of bubbling paint 
and a non-original engine held 
back bidders. 

Those wanting a ready-made 
car for sprints and hillclimbs 
could have handed over £3150 
for a late Midget 1500 that had 
already been given the 
necessary mods. With only two 
former keepers, it was 
recommissioned last year after 
a long lay-off. Possibly not ideal 
for road use (think noise, 
rollcage and race seats with full 
harnesses), but perfect for a 
painless entry into competition. 

The second most expensive 
Midget on the day was the 
well-preserved 1965 Mkll, at 


£5600. Predictably, the partly 
restored ’52 TD went for rather 
more, a nice round £10,000. 
With most T-Types going for 
twice as much, this could have 
been another bargain for the 
sort of person who thinks old 
cars should look old. Having 
originally been supplied to 
California, rust wasn’t a 
problem, so who cares about a 
few dents and scrapes? 

£9800 bagged a 1936 SA 
saloon, unearthed after 30 
years of barn rest. The SA 
wasn’t one of MG’s best hits. 
Design work began before the 
Nuffield takeover, and 
Abingdon’s intention for what 
was then known as the S-Type 
(Jaguar obviously remembered 
and liked the name, if nothing 
else!) was to create an 
advanced sports saloon to 
compete with SS and, possibly, 
Bentley. Although the project 
was revived in 1935 when the 
Morris men arrived, the accent 
now was on making a profit, so 
independent rear suspension 
was ditched and an uprated 
2288CC version of the Wolseley 
Six engine went under the long 
and luxurious bonnet. 

Brightwells knocked down 
one other saloon, a Magnette 
ZB that had previously spent 
time on show at the Llangollen 
Motor Museum. This example 
had covered fewer than 10,000 
miles since the vendor bought 
it ten years ago, but was mostly 
ready to use. A hammer price 
of £5800 showed that 
Magnettes have a strong 
following and aren’t likely to 
depreciate any time soon. 

Nor are RV8s, apparently, 
after a period when some were 
selling at four-figure prices. The 
one offered was yet another 
Japanese re-import and had a 
typically sketchy history, but 


still managed to break the £10k 
barrier. Meanwhile, £4000 
more (plus commission, VAT, 
etc) secured a droptop MGA 
Mkll with a Ford five-speed 
gearbox hidden under those 
seductive curves. 

Brightwells has in the past 
hammered down mint MGCs 
at record prices. The 1968 GT 
lined up this time wasn’t guite 
so sparkly and made £9000. 
No doubt a documented 
mileage record and details of 
the restoration would have 
nudged it higher. 

A swarm of Bs is expected at 
any classic auction, so naturally 
a good selection was available 
at Leominster. At the concours 
end of the market, the gavel fell 
at £10,700 for a stunning ’69 
GT. Those less interested in 
originality (much less) could 
instead have bought a 
modified B ‘Speedster’ with 
Oselli 2-litre engine for about 
half as much. No-one wanted 
to pay that in the event, so it 
seems MG people are too 
chicken to drive around 
without a windscreen. 

H&H returned to Buxton to 
hammer down 70 out of 81 
lots, an impressive 86% sale 
rate. The inclusion of a 1989 
Austin Maestro might have 
raised a few eyebrows, but it 
attracted plenty of interest and 
sold for £3360. A good result, 
so let’s not forget that MG 


versions of this humble 
hatchback and its Metro/ 
Montego siblings kept the 
margue alive in the 1980s. 

The other car entrusted with 
this task was, of course, the 
RV8 that arrived in 1992. Lot 65, 
registered K2 MGW, was 
actually the second one off the 
line and has an extensive 
history file, which includes its 
appearance in David Knowles’s 
MG V8 book. In its 22 year life 
the car has clocked only 
14,000 miles in the hands of its 
sole owner. How much for an 
RV8 with this pedigree? 

£21,280 was the answer, a 
figure that will probably ensure 
the car continues to have a 
cosseted existence. 

A pair of TDs made £19,210 
and £17920, the difference 
being explained by the more 
expensive one being an 
ex-California model that had 
been subject to a £30k 
restoration. 

Considering some recent 
prices, the 2006 TF135’s £4032 
result was promising, although 
a more ordinary (but still very 
good) example fetched only 
£1916 at Barons. Even more 
depressing for those waiting 
for Fs and TFs to gain value, 
Richard Edmonds at Castle 
Combe sold a 1997 example 
with service history for just 
£550. They can’t get much 
cheaper than that, surely? 





Bidding for barn-find SA reached £9800. 


MGB Speedster failed to tempt buyers. 


Ex-museum ZB - great value at £5800. 
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MGF / TF 
MGB & Midget 
MGZT / Rover 75 
MGZS / Rover 45 
MGZR / Rover 25 
Rover SD1 
Rover 200 
Rover 400 


Rover 600 

Rover 800 

Metro 

Maestro 

Montego 

Mini 

City Rover 
P5&P6 


Visit our website 
for prices 
and availability: 

www.rimmerbros.co.uk 


All the parts and 
accessories you 
mill ever need 


Free 
Catalogues" 


c Parts 




i 


tel: 


01522 568000 


Parts service for Land Rovers Triumph and Jaguar also available 


fax: 01522 567600 LAND 

emm7; sales@rimmerbros.co.uk rover JAGUAR 

from 1998 to 2011 


FOLLOW US 




Triumph House, Sleaford Road, Bracebridge Heath, 
Lincoln, LN4 2NA. England 



NEW PRODUCTS 


MGB 

polyurethane 
spring eye 
bush kit 

Price: £14.95 

MGOC Spares & Accessories 
are offering MGB owners a new 
replacement spring eye bush kit 
(AHH6446X2), comprising a 
pair of injection moulded 
polyurethane spring eye 
bushes, stainless steel sleeves 
and polyurethane compatible 
grease. MGOG Spares & 
Accessories stock a complete 
range of competitively priced 
polyurethane bush kits for MGB. 
Midget. MGFand MG TF 
models, transforming the ride 
and extending service life. To 
order call MGOG Spares & 
Accessories on 01954 231318 or 
visit www.mgocspares.co.uk 



Autoglym 

wheel 

protector 

Price: £9.99 

Autoglym have 
launched 
Autoglym Wheel 
Protector, which 
lasts up to six 
weeks to repel 
brake dust and 
dirt. The 
technology 
results in the 
wheels looking 
cleaner between 
washes and being 
easier to clean 
and maintain. The 
formulation 
makes rain or 
hose water bead 
and roll off the 
surface, taking 
dirt particles away with it 
making this ideal for intricate 
wheels that are difficult to clean. 
Available from motor and car 
care retailers including Flalfords. 
to view this product and the full 
Autoglym range, visit 
www.autoglym.com 




TA/TB/TC cast alloy brake drums Price: £1104 

Owing to continued demand. NTG have commissioned another limited batch of their superb cast 
alloy brake drums with steel liners for the TA. TB and TG. Now back in stock, they are being offered 
at the special price of £1104. Transform your brakes with this period style modification, and improve 
your car's appearance at the same time! Visit NTG Motor Services Limited at 282-4 Bramford Road. 
Ipswich I PI 4AY. call 01473 4 0 6031/2 or visit www.mgbits.com 


MGB/Midgetdual 
system brake master 
cylinder pushrod 

Price: £18.90 

These pushrods for the brake master cylinder on 
dual system MGBs (BFIA5132) and MG Midget 
1500s (37FI2731) haven't been available for some 
time, so their fresh availability from Leacy Glassies 
will come as a welcome relief to many, as will the 
£18.90 price tag. Gall 0121 356 3003 to order, or 
shop online at www.leacyclassics.com 




RV8 catalyst heat shield 

Price: £99 

V8 specialist Clive Wheatley has just had this catalyst 
heat shield remade in heat resistant composite 
material for the RV8. It bolts under the car. and helps 
stop heat from the catalyst from working its way into 
the car. Call 01746 710810 or check out their website 
at www.mgv8.homestead.com 


MG TF trailing rear suspension link assembly price:£99.59 

XPart now have RGD000620 and RGD000630. the RFI and LFI trailing rear suspension link assembly for 
the TF. back in stock after being unavailable for several months. It has been reverse engineered from the 
original engineering drawings, and is being supplied at a price of £99.59 each, sensibly priced for MG 
owners who need to keep their vehicles on the road. Available now from AutoService Centres - find your 
nearest via www.xpartautoservicecentre.com 
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NEW PRODUCTS 



MG TF aluminium 
radiator 

Price: £99.95 (including free UK mainland 
delivery) 

MGOC Spares has managed to source limited 
stocks of factory original radiators for MG TF 
models manufactured using an aluminium core to 
provide improved cooling efficiency. Representing 
great value for money at only £99.95, MGOG 
Spares are offering them (item PGG001140) this 
month with free UK mainland delivery worth 
£8.45! To order call MGOG Spares on 01954 
230928 or visit www.mgocspares.co.uk 


MGB/Midget/VS 

radlatois 

Price: various 

The MGB Hive Ltd have a complete range of 
radiators in stock. The all-new radiators are: 

NRP 1142 MGB 1968-76: £109.95 

NRP 1154 MGB 1976-on: £119.95 

NRP1059 V8: £154.95 

ARG54 MGG: £119.95 

ARA 318 crossflow 1275 Midget: £94.95 

NRP 1028 1500 Midget: £94.95 

ARO 9807 10-row oil cooler £21.95 

ARA 221 13-row oil cooler: £23.95 

Also available are the hoses, oil cooler pipes both 

in rubber and stainless steel, rad caps and more. 

Order on line at www.mgbhive.co.uk, call 01945 

700500, or collect in person from Marshalls Bank, 

Parson Drove, Wisbech, Gambs. PE13 4JE. 




Trim reviver 

Price: £9.99 

ValetPRO’s brand new restorer and protector. 
Black to the Future, turns the clock back on old or 
faded plastic trim, vinyl hoods and tyres, offering a 
deep, dark, black, lustrous and natural-as-new 
finish that lasts for three months per application. It 
also prevents ageing when applied to new plastic 
trim, tyres or vinyl surfaces so it can be used as 
much as a preventative step as well as a guick 
fix. Sold in 250ml panel pots, it is available now 
through detailing stockists - to find your nearest, 
head to www.valetpro.eu 



Cobra classic sofa 

Price: from £699 

Gobra's hand-finished, custom made 


two-seater sofa looks exactly like a 
stretched racing bucket seat - because 
that’s exactly what it is! A substantial, 
mandrel bent tubular steel frame holds it 
all together, which can be finished in any 
colour you desire. In fact, the whole sofa 
may be ordered in literally any colour, trim 
or design combination you want including 
leather, suede, vinyl, dinamica, aicantara, 
cloth or even an inlay that matches the 
curtains. Priced from £699, for more 
information on Gobra Seats click to 
www.cobraseats.com 


Machine 

Mart 

catalogue 

Price: £free 

Machine Mart's spring/ 
summer 2015 catalogue is 
out now, 470 pages 
packed full of an 
incredible range of tools 
for home, garden, garage 
and workshop use. It 
contains over 1500 price 
cuts and new products. 
You can pick one up at 
any of Machine Mart's 65 
superstores nationwide, 
order one via the website 
at www.machinemart. 
co.uk or by calling 0844 
880 1265. 



ZT clutch 
master 
cylinder kit 

Price: £118.87 

The first fruit of a joint venture 
between XPart and Tazu Parts 
from Poland is this clutch master 
cylinder kit for the MG ZT and 
Rover 75. Available for LHD 
(STG100156T)and RHD 
(STG100146T) fitment, they offer 
significant improvements 
compared to the original with a 
reinforced pump body made of 
high grade aluminium instead of 
plastic, and a solid one piece 
piston with replaceable seals 
providing high reliability and 
smooth operation. Available now 
from AutoService Gentres - find 
your nearest via www. 
xpartauto servicecentre.com 
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EVENTS 


Upcoming events in the MG worid 


Charity event heralds spring at Prescott 
Gotherington, Cheltenham, Gloucesterhire GL52 9RD. 
Sunday May 10. 


As dependable as the cuckoo 
but a darn sight noisier, 
Classics at Prescott heralds 
the spring season at this 
legendary motoring venue as 
it roars into action on Sunday, 
May 10. Organised by the 
Cheltenham Cleeve Vale 
Rotary Club, the popular 
event brings together an 
array of pre-1980s vehicles 
from across the globe, 
allowing their enthusiastic 
drivers to drive the world- 
famous hill in return for a 
charity donation. 

Crowds can expect to see 
around 200 vehicles of all 
shapes and sizes take to the 
track as drivers tackle the 


APRIL 4 

Rufforth Autojumble 

Rufforth Park, Wetherby Road, 
Y023 3QF. Doors open at Sam 
for the public, sellers welcome 
6-9am. Indoor pitches start 
from £17. Admission £2 per 
person. 01904 738620, 
www.rufforthautoJumble.com 

APRILS 

Hatherleigh Autojumble 

Hatherleigh Cattle Market, 
Devon EX20 3HT. Gates open 
at 9am. Admission £2. Pre- 
booked stalls £12, stalls on the 
day £14. Booking forms from 
www.devonvintagecarclub.com 
or call 01363 82867. 

APRIL 10-12 

Wild Hare Run 

Virginia International Raceway, 
Virginia, USA. This is also the 
MG Vintage Racers’ designated 
Focus Event for 2015, with 
MGVR’s special awards and 
socials, www.mgvr.org, 
ww w.vi ntaged rive.com 


world-renowned speed 
straights and hairpin bends in a 
series of marshalled but 
untimed runs. For the less 
daring, gentle cavalcades up 
the hill will show vehicles off in 
all their glory, while event 
visitors can admire the wide 
variety of classic, vintage and 
special vehicles on display in 
the paddock areas. 

The event, which is 
sponsored by Stewart Miller & 
Peter James Insurance, raised 
more than £16,000 last year 
and has now generated more 
than £160,000 for a range of 
charities since its launch in 
2004. Director Peter James 
said: Always a fantastic way to 


APRIL 12 

MG Era Day 

Brooklands, Weybridge, Surrey. 
MGs of all ages are welcome at 
this annual event. There will be 
action on the test hill, a 
concours d’elegance and a 
cavalcade on the Mercedes- 
Benz World circuit. Parking for 
MGs only on the museum site 
- access through the Campbell 
Gate off Brooklands Road (the 
B374). 01932 857381, 
www.brooklandsmuseum.com 

APRIL 12 

Newark Autojumble 

Newark and Notts 
Showground, NG24 2NY. 
Customer early bird pass £10 
(8-9am), day admission £6 
(from 10am). 01507 529470, 
www.newarkautojumble.co.uk 

APRIL 12 

Shakedown Run 

60 mile run through the Peak 
District and South Yorkshire 
with the Chesterfield MG 


celebrate the real start of 
Prescott’s spring classic 
vehicle season, this event has 
something for everyone - 
beautiful scenery, stunning 
cars and thrilling on-road 
action. It is a fantastic family 
day out and raises valuable 
funds for a variety of worthy 
causes - we are thoroughly 
looking forward to meeting all 
the visitors who come along 
to enjoy the day.’ 

The event runs from 
10am-4pm. Spectators are 
welcome, with a suggested 
donation of £15 per car. For 
more details about the event 
and how to take part, visit 
www.cleevevale.org.uk 


Group. £15 per car. Entry forms 
from www.chesterfield-mg- 
group.co.uk or call 
01246 414771. 

APRIL 12 

Malvern Spring Classic Car 
Show and Autojumble 

Avon Flails and outside. Three 
Counties Showground, 

Malvern, Worcestershire WR13 
6NW. 01484 667776, 
www.classicshows.org 

APRIL 12 

Spring Run 

Starting at Millets Farm near 
Abingdon or Flatton Country 
World near Warwick and 
running to Sudeley Castle and 
Gardens near Winchcombe, 
Glos. Organised by the MGCC’s 
MGB Register, a warm 
welcome is extended to all 
models of MG. Entry form from 
www.mgb-register.org/ 
MGB-Register/Spring_Run_ 
Entry_2015.html or call 
01858 463417. 


APRIL 12 

Practice Autotest 

East Kirkby, Lincolnshire. 
Practice Autotest where all 
competitors are eligible to 
participate, irrespective of 
whether you are a member of 
the MG Car Club or not. 
www.mgcclincolnshire.co.uk 

APRIL 13 

Carole Nash Classic Meet 

Five Arrows, Waddesdon, 
Bucks. Starts 7.30, and includes 
a talk by Fuzz Townshend of 
TV’s Car 505. 01296 658786. 

APRIL 14 

Classic Car Night 

Ace Cafe London, Ace Corner, 
Stonebridge, London NWIO 
7UD. Includes Midget and 
Sprite Club monthly meet from 
6pm. 020 8961 1000, 
www.ace-cafe-london.com 

APRIL 18 

Classic Virgins Day 

Fleritage Motor Centre, 

Gaydon. A day designed to 
encourage and support 
potential classic car owners. 
£65 per person, www.heritage- 
motor-centre.co.uk, 

01926 645033. 

APRIL 18 

Pride of Longbridge 

Cotton Park, Longbridge, B31 
2BQ. 10am-4pm. Bringing all 
cars with a Longbridge 
connection together, as well as 
the people who made them. 
Email: prideoflongbridge 
2006@gmail.com 

APRIL 19 

Drive and Ride In Day 

Lakeland Motor Museum, 
Backbarrow, Ulverston LA12 
8TA. Up to 100 vehicles are 
expected. No need to book - 
there will be plenty of free 
parking for owners to display 
their vehicles. Drivers and their 
passengers will also receive 
vouchers for discounted entry 
to the museum, www. 
lakelandmotormuseum.co.uk 

APRIL 19 

Arundel Gathering and 
Picnic 

Arundel Castle, West Sussex 
BN18 9AB. Popular Chichester 
MGCC event, www.chichester 
mgoc.synthasite.com/ 

APRIL 26 

Drive It Day in Lincolnshire 

Once again, the MGCC Lines 
Centre is organising an event 
in support of National Drive It 
Day. This year the event will 
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Monterey Classic Car Week 


CAR TOURS 


10 Days From £749.00 Per Person 

June, July & September D^artures 

including: P&O Ferry Crossing Dover/Calais, 

2/3 Overnight Stops in each Direction, 5 or 7 Nights 
in Lake Garda, Stelvb Pass, Afl Breakfast & Dinners 


15 Days From £5995.00 Per Person 

10th to 22nd August 2015 

ind: Return Flights, 11 Nights Accommodation 
Admission to Pebble Beach Auction & Pebble Beach 
Concours d Elegance -F Car hire & Pacific Drive 


WW1 100th ANNIVERSARY TOURS 20 May & 23 Oct 

4 Days, 3 Nighis From £239.00 Per Person 


THE BELGIAN DELIGHTS 

2 Of 3 Nights 


May, June & Sept 

From £149.00 Per Person 


CLASSIC CHAMPAGNE TOUR 

4 Days, 3 Nights 


16th May & 19th Sept 

From £299.00 Per Person 


THE ISLE OF MAN 

5 Days, 4 Nights 


2015 SPA CLASSIC 

4 Days, 3 Nights 


LAKE COMO &STELVI0 PASS 

10 Days, 9 Nights 


3rd June & 9th Sept 

From £799.00 Per Person 


f^hcf Atlantic Road 


lOth May, I4thjuly&7th Sept 

From £349.00 Per Person 


22nd to 25th May 

From £259.00 Per Person 


SCOTTISH ISLANDS & HIGHLANDS 3rd to 13th July 

1 1 Days, 1 0 Nights From £ 1 599.00 Per Person 

GUERNSEY&JERSEY2ISLANDT0UR May, June & Sept 

8 Days, 7 N ights From £699.00 Per Pe rson 


15 Days From £1999.00 Per Person 

ISth to 29th August 

Return Ferry Crossing Hull/Harwkh to Holland 
11 Nights Hotel Accommodation, Flam Railway 
Journey, All Breakfast S Dinners as stated 


PimSilla 


thmtelvilRass 


AUSTRIA & LAKE BLED (MOIDRAIL RETURN) 15th-28th June 

1 4 Days, 1 3 N ights From £1 1 99.00 Per Person 


IS Days From £1499.00 Per Person 

8th June & 8th September Departures 

inci: Return Ferry Crossing Portsmouth/Caen, 

2 Ouernight Stops in each Direction, 10 Nights in 
the Picos & Pyrenees, 14 Breakfast & 12 Dinners 


ARCTIC HIGHWAY CHALLENGE 

23 Days, 22 Nights 


4Th to 26th June 

From £3250.00 Per Person 


ENCHANTING BLACK FOREST 

8 Days, 7 Nights 


21 Junes 6 Sept 

From £599.00 Per Person 


New York & 


D-DAY LANDINGS& ATLANTICWALL May & Sept 

4 Days, 3 N ig hts F rom £289.00 Per Person 


IRELAND'S CAUSEWAY COAST May to September 

5 Days, 4 N ights From £399.00 Per Person 


18 Days From £2999.00 Per Person 

25th Septembers 12th October 201 5 

ind: Flights. 16 Nights Hotel Accommodation 

Car Hire or Ship your Own Car Option 
Meals as Itinerary, Great Drives & Scenery 


ROME,SORRENTO&AMALFI BYMOTORAIL May & Sept 

10 Days, 9 Nights From £1 699.00 Per Person 


WONDERS OF WALES 

4 Days, 3 Nights 

2015 LAON H^TORIQUE 

4 Days, 3 Nights 


May & July 

From £229.00 Per Person 

29 May to i St June 

From £189.00 Per Person 


1 0 Days From £11 99.00 Per Person 

26th June to 5tfi July 

incI: Return P 81 O Ferry Crossing Dover/Calais, 

2 Overnight Stops in each Direction, 5 l^ights in 
the Swiss Alps, All Breakfast & Dinners as stated 


COTSWOLDS, CHEDDAR & BATH June & September 

2 or 3 Nights From £99.00 Per Person 


GOODWOOD REVIVAL 11-13 September 

3 Days, 2 N ights Fro m £309.00 Per Person 


L£ MANS CLASSIC 201 6 7-10 July 

3 or4 Nights Camping from £199 f Hotel from £399 


NORTH CYPRUS CLASSIC CARTOUR 12 Nov & 17 March 

8 Days, 7 Nights by Air From £899.00 Per Person 


MORE EXCITING TOURS 

BIEOFWKHT SthtolOthJwe 

5 Days^ 4 N ig hts From £3 39.00 Per Person 


LAKEDISTRia 

4 Days, 3 Nights 


June & September 

From £229.00 Pier Person 


11 Days From £999.00 Per Person 

11th to 21 St May 

including; P&O Crossing Dover/Catais, 

2 Stopovers in each direction, 4 N ights Lake Garda 


2 Nights Tuscany, All Breakfast & Dinners as stated BIBW 


IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF 


19 Days, 18 NIGHTS 
From £1999.00 Per Person 
18th August & Sth September 

Including - Return P&O Ferry 
Crossing Dover/Calais, 4<‘c 


Y- 


18 Nights Good Hotel 
Accommodation 
Meals as per itinerary 


FOR DETAILS OR TO BOOK YOUR PLACES @ 01732 879153 

OR SEE OUR WEBSITE - WWW.SCENICCARTOURS.COM 







EVENTS 


Upcoming events in the MG world 


Auction calendar 

Auction details can sometimes change at short notice. 

Readers are advised to confirm dates, venues and viewing 
arrangements before travelling. 

Mar 19: DVCA, Thelhampton House, near Dorchester, Dorset, 
DT2 7LG. Tel: 01963 363353, www.dvca.co.uk 
Apr 4: Anglia Car Auctions, Beveridge Way, King’s Lynn 
PE30 4NB. Tel: 01553 771881, www.angliacarauctions.co.uk 
Apr 15: H&H, Imperial War Museum, Duxford CB22 4QR. 

Tel: 01925 210035, www.classic-auctions.com 

Apr 21: Barons, Sandown Park, Esher, Surrey KTIO 9AJ. 

Tel: 023 8066 8413, www.barons-auctions.com 

Apr 21: Classic Car Auctions, Silverstone, Northants NN12 8TN. 

Tel: 01926 640888, www.classiccarauctions.co.uk 

Apr24:SWVA, 61 Ringwood Road, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset 

BH14 ORG. Tel: 01202 745466, www.swva.co.uk 

Apr 25: Mathewsons, Thornton le Dale, N Yorks Y018 7LH. 

Tel: 01751 474455, www.mathewsons.co.uk 

Apr 25: EAMA, Copper Smith Way, Wymondham, NR18 OWY. 

Tel: 01953 859 180, www.eama-norwich.co.uk 

May 13: Brightwells, Easters Court, Leominster, Herefordshire 

HR6 ODE. Tel: 01568 611122, www.brightwells.com 

May 16: Coys, Ascot Racecourse, Ascot, Berkshire SL5 7JX. 

Tel: 0208 614 7888, www.coys.co.uk 

May 23: Silverstone Auctions, The Wing, Silverstone Circuit. 

01926 691141, www.silverstoneauctions.com 


Day. This year the event will 
take place at Burghley House, 
near Stamford and will include 
drive-ins from either Lincoln, 
Boston or Swallow, a walking 
treasure hunt and a Pride of 
Ownership Competition. The 
entry fee is £6 per vehicle, and 
Burghley impose a £5 parking 
fee for all vehicles entering the 
grounds which will be collected 
there on the day. The club have 
secured an exclusive parking 
area adjacent to the house and 
discounted entry to it of 2 for 1. 
Entry forms available at 
www.mgcclincolnshire.co.uk 

APRIL 26 

Drive It Day in Cumbria 

Classic and motor clubs in 
Cumbria and further afield are 
gathering at Dalemain near 
Penrith llam-2pm to celebrate 
Drive It Day and raise funds in 
memory of Stuart Turnbull, the 
President of Wigton Motor 
Club, a member of the MGCC 
for over 30 years and the 
co-ordinator of the club 
displays at the Cumbria Classic 
Car Show. Stuart died suddenly 
last September and the clubs 
are raising money from 
donations for causes selected 
by Stuart’s family. Dalemain 
Mansion and Gardens will be 
open along with the cafe and 
shop. Eurther information on 
www.wigtonmc.co.uk 

APRIL 26 

Drive It Day 

Lakeland Motor Museum, 
Backbarrow, Ulverston LA12 
8TA. Up to 150 vehicles are 
expected as part of this 
national day celebrating the 
best of the UK’s transport 
heritage. No need to book - 
there will be plenty of free 
parking. Drivers and their 
passengers will also receive 
vouchers for discounted entry 
to the museum, www. 
lakelandmotormuseum.co.uk 

APRIL 26 

Toy and Collectors Fair 

Heritage Motor Centre, 

Gaydon. Over 100 stalls selling 
all sorts of toys and collectable 
items. Call 01926 645029 or 
see www.heritage-motor- 
centre.co.uk 


APRIL 26 

Spring Run 

Denbies Vineyard (RH5 6AA), 
Dorking to Loxwood. MGCC 
South East Centre event 
comprising a two hour run 
(lOam-12 noon), followed by a 
90 minute canal boat ride with 
the Wey and Arun Canal Trust. 
www.mgcars.org.uk/mgccse 

MAY2 

Britfest 

Horseshoe Lake Park, 72 
Eyiand Ave, Succasunna, NJ 
07876, USA. The first British car 
show of the new driving 
season in the Mid Atlantic area. 
Vendors $35 per space. Cars 
$15 until April 15 and $20 after. 
www.mgccnj.org 

MAY2 

Rufforth Autojumble 

Rufforth Park, Wetherby Road, 
Y023 3QE. Doors open at Sam 
for the public, sellers welcome 
6-9am. Indoor pitches start 
from £17. Admission £2 per 
person. 01904 738620, 
www.rufforthautojumble.com 

MAYS 

Classic Vehicle Rally and 
Country Fayre 

Earsham Hall, Bungay NR35 
2AN. Gates open 10am-5pm. 
Entry to the public £3 for 
adults, under 16s free. Classic 
cars, motorcycles, tractors, 
commercial and military 
vehicles. Other attractions on 
the day will include food and 
craft stalls, licensed bar, trade 
stands, autojumble, children’s 
games, entertainers and 
workshops. Eunds raised from 
the event will go to local Lions 
causes. If you have a vehicle to 
show, you can obtain a 
registration form for free entry 
from 07599 935113 or 
michaelegardiner@hotmail. 
com, or download from 
www.bungaylions.org.uk 

MAY 10 

Regency Run 

Erom Brooklandsto Brighton. 
Organised jointly by the MGOC 
and MGCC. £34 per car with 
two occupants. 01954 231125, 
www.mgownersclub.co.uk, 
01235 555552, 
www.mgcc.co.uk 


MAY 10 

Spring Autotest 

East Kirkby, Lincolnshire. All 
competitors must be members 
of the MG Car Club or another 
MSA affiliated club which has 
been invited to participate. See 
www.mgcclincolnshire.co.uk 

MAY 12 

Ace Cafe London 

Ace Corner, Stonebridge, 
London NWIO 7UD. Includes 
Midget and Sprite Club 
monthly meet from 6pm. 

020 8961 1000, 
www.acecafeevents.com 

MAY17 

Herts Auto Show 

Stanborough Park, 

Stanborough Road, Welwyn 
Garden City AL8 6DQ. Charity 
car and bike show in aid of the 
Make A Wish Eoundation UK. A 
large selection of vehicles from 
past to present on display as 
well as local companies and 
dealerships showing current 
models. Also kids’ rides, stalls 
and other facilities to make this 
an event for all the family. Gates 
open from 10am and will finish 
at 4pm. Adults £5, children £3, 


under-fives go free. Eor further 
information see 
www.hertsautoshow.co.uk 

MAY17 

Gaydon Spring Classic, 
Gaydon Fringe and Gaydon 
Spring Cream Tea Run 

Heritage Motor Centre, 
Gaydon. A popular gathering 
for all vehicles over 20 years 
old. Call 01926 645029, email: 
shows@heritage-motor-centre. 
co.uk or see www.heritage- 
motor-centre.co.uk 

MAY 20-22 

Regis Classic Tour 

Based at Chilworth Manor 
north of Southampton and 
visiting Hampshire, Wiltshire 
and Dorset. Raising money for 
Against Breast Cancer and 
Orchid - Righting Male Cancer, 
having raised over £450,000 
from the previous 17 tours. Call 
01243 542674 or visit 
www.theregisclassictour.co.uk 

MAY 22-25 

Spa Classic 

Spa-Erancorchamps, 

Ardennes, Belgium. 
www.spa-francorchamps.be 


The MG Enthusiast Events Diary is a EREE service to publicise your event. We want to include details of ALL events whether big, 
small, formal or informal just so long as MGs are welcome. To be included, we need the following information: 

Date • Event name • Venue • Brief two-line description • Contact details 

Please send details of your events to: MG Enthusiast Events Diary, Kelsey Media, PO Box 978, Peterborough PEI 9EL or email: 
motorevents@kelseypb.co.uk (be sure to notify us in plenty of time). Please note that whilst every effort is made to ensure the 
accuracy of these listings, we recommend you check with the organisers before travelling. 
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Largest stock and range of quality parts for MGA, MGB, MGC, V8, RV8, Midget, MGF, TF, ZR, ZS, ZT, ZTT 

OVERNIGHT NEXT DAY DEIIVERY AND EXPORT 


• MGB GARBS (Pair) 

MGB HS4 £329.95 

MGB HIF4 £374.95 

MGC HS6 £399.95 

Midget HS2, HS4 fixed jet £329.95 

MG V8 HIF6 original spec. £499.75 

(Exchange deposit applies) 

•CARB SERVICE KITS 

MGB, MGC, V8 & Midget from £38.45 

•CLUTCHES 

MGA £129.95 

MGB from £69.95 

Mid. 1275 from £66.75 

Mid. 1500 from £66.75 

MGF £119.95 

MGB Roller Bearing £25.95 

•WATER PUMPS 

MGA £27.95 

V8 £75.95 

B from £27.50 

1275CC £14.05 

MGC £67.25 

1500CC £29.95 

MGF from £19.95 

• FUEL PUMPS 

SU negative earth £89.95 

Solid state type £69.95 

Facet Repro Pump £49.50 

• QUALITY REPAIR PANELS 

MGA, B, GT, Midget Best prices 


BUY ON LINE 

www.mgocspares.co.uk 


• REAR SPRING KITS 

STANDARD Comprises springs, standard 
fitting, bush and mounting kit. 
UPRATED With poiy urethane bushes and 
mounting pads. 


MGB, BGT 
Midget 1275 
Midget 1500 
V8 
MGA 



• RADIATORS 

MGAARH120 
MGB ARM 260 rear-fill 
MGB NRP1142 centre-fill 
MGB NRP1154 76 on 
MGCARC54 
MGBV8 NRP1059 
Midget ARA318X-flow 
Midget ARA241 V-flow 
Midget NRP1 028 1500 
MGF&TF 


£149.95 

£149.95 

£118.75 

£129.95 

£149.95 

£159.95 

£98.50 

£139.95 

£119.95 

£123.95 





• BRAKE PARTS 


Disc and Pad kit B 

£39.95 

B Six Slot Discs 

£79.95 

B Discs & Greenstuff Pads 

£89.95 

Caliper NEW 

from £39.95 

Shoe sets 

from £9.95 

Shoe fit kits 

from £8.95 

Wheel cylinders 

from £8.45 

Brake cables 

from £11.75 

•GREENSTUFF FRONT PADS 

MGB Midget V8 

RV8 MGF 

£37.90 £30.95 £46.25 

£62.75 £56.50 




PARTS ORDER LINES 


FAX 01954 231 923 

www.mgocspares.co.uk 


For over thirty years MGOC Spares 
continues to remain at the forefront 
of MG product deveiopment, MG 
upgrades and quaiity MG parts 
suppiy, ensuring MG owners derive 
maximum enjoyment from their cars. 
Whether carrying out your own MGB 
V8 conversion, upgrading your MG’s 
performance, or restoring your MG with 
originai quaiity components, MGOC 
Spares can heip you. 

Teiephone 01954 230928, caii in or 
visit www.mgocspares.co.uk 



STANDARD UPRATED 

from £119.75 £139.75 

£129.95 £149.95 

£129.95 £149.95 

£144.95 £164.95 

£129.95 £149.95 


• ENGINES LEADFREE 

Midget 1275 
Midget 1500 
MGB models 
MGB 2.0 

(Surcharge on exchange engines. 
Club backed warranty) 

Castrol Running In Packs 


£1470.00 

£1425.00 

£1530.00 

£2190.00 


£54.95 



• STUB AXLES each exc. 

Pre-set with Needle-Roller Bearing: 

MGB with pin & top trunion £89.95 
Pre-set with conventional shims: 

MGB with pin & top trunion £59.95 

Midget with pin & top trunion £59.95 

Not pre-set excluding top trunion: 

MGB not pre-set £49.75 

Midget not pre-set £49.75 

(Exc. Despoit £52.50) 


•GEARBOXES EXC 

MGB 
MGC 

Midget 1275CC 
Midget 1500CC 
Club Gearboxes are fully warranted for 12 months 
unlimited mileage and are supplied on a surcharged 
exchange basis. 

•OVERDRIVE UNITS EXC 

All types. 

•AXLES & DIFFS 

Recon. Exc. 12 month warranty 
MGB Salisbury New c/w & pinion. 

MGB Salisbury Used c/w & pinion. 

MGB Banjo Differential 
Midget Differential 
Midget Differential 3.7 


from £595.00 
from £795.00 
from £645.00 
from £595.00 


£399.95 


£799.45 

£429.95 

£299.95 

£249.95 

£249.95 


• 123 IGNITION DISTRIBUTOR 

Pre-programmed MGB ignition curves. 

Easy installation, aluminium distributor. Smoother 
engine torque curve. Better starting, better economy. 
Stronger spark at all speeds. Coil power protection 
feature. LED ignition timing setting. 

Without Vacuum Advance £264.95 

With Vacuum Advance £299.95 

All models stocked MGC/V8/Midget/MGA 

• DISTRIBUTORS 

MGB or Mid 25D Recon Exc. 

(state if side or top entry) 

MGB c/b & r/b 45D Recon Exc 
MGB c/b & r/b (New) 

MGB performance 43D 
Ignition Service Kits 


£89.95 


£89.95 
£79.95 
£79.95 
from £24.95 



Order overnight 
delivery and receive 
your parts NEXT DAY 


• MGOC PARABOLIC SPRINGS 

MGB,C,GT,V8 £199.95 pair 

Includes FREE urethane bushes worth £39.95 
Low ride option V /2 lower also offered. 

•POWER STEERING OFFER 

MGB,GT,V8MGC from £995 

• MGOC INERTIA SEATBELTS 

MGB, C, GT, V8, Midget from £34.75 

•MGOC ‘SPECIAL’ EXHAUST^'"' 

MGB models £99.95 


MG Parts On Line www.mgocspares.co.uk 




MANUFACTURE, TRADE WHOLESALE AND RETAIL OF MG PARTS. 

Mail Order Lines: 01954 230 928 , 231 318 


' Mi ‘ ' 
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SPtCWLiST 


01954 230928 


I 


Visitors: Mon - Fri: 8.30am to 5.30pm, Sat 9:00am to 12 Noon 

Shop on-line: www.mgocspares.co.uk 

E-mail: sales@mgocspares.co.uk 

MGOC Spares Octagon House Swavesey Cambridge CB24 4QZ Prices inc. 20% vat 


WTiSifTW 








POSTBAG 


Please send letters to: mg.ed@kelseypb.co.uk or by post to: 

MGE, Kelsey Media, PO Box 978, Peterborough PEI 9FL. Letters may be edited 
Your points of viow tor clarity or length. Views expressed in Postbag are not necessarily those of MGE. 



I have always been a car guy 
and I’ve always loved 
technology so when the Tesla 
Model S came out I Just had 
to have one. It was guite 
simply the first fully electric car 
without compromises. Unlike 
most of the golf carts out 
there that masgueraded as 
road-worthy the Model S’s 
size, range and performance 
were all at acceptable levels. 

So I bought one of the first 20 
cars to be sold in Switzerland. 

It was, in retrospect an 
insanely risky decision. At the 
time, in 2013, there were 
almost no charging stations in 
Europe, the news was full of 
stories of battery fires, and 
no-one knew what the car 
would be like after a couple of 
years. If it was anything like 
my iPhone 5, 1 wouldn’t reach 
the end of my driveway before 
the batteries died. 

I belong to a group of 
enthusiasts who meet early on 
weekend mornings for drives 
into the mountains. I showed 
them the Model S and they 
nodded politely, but I think 
they saw it as a curiosity, and 
secretly rued the absence of a 
big, throaty engine. Yet today, 
that has all changed. Porsche, 
Cadillac and Ford are all 
developing fully electric 
vehicles to compete with the 


Model S. As I write, the Geneva 
Auto Show is about to open 
and many of the major 
manufacturers will be 
showcasing prototypes or 
plans for fully electric or hybrid 
models. Plus tech giants like 
Apple, Samsung and Google 
have all announced electric 
vehicle projects. So does all 
this activity harken the end to 
the fossil fuelled car? I think 
the answer is yes, and sooner 
than anticipated. After all, there 
are solid scientific reasons why 
fossil fuels are called non- 
renewable. 

However, the reason for the 
change, I believe, is something 
much more practical: 
convenience. Electric cars are 
simply more convenient than 
petrol cars, and will only 
become more so. My electric 
car is always full. This is 
because I plug it in every 
night. It has no engine, so I 
have mountains of storage 
space. I almost never have to 
take it to the garage because 
upgrades and fixes are 
downloaded overnight. The 
other day when I started the 
car, I noticed that there were 
lines in the rear camera to 
help me reverse. 

We are not at the tipping 
point just yet. Battery range 
needs to be improved, so that 


motorists (an antiguated term) 
can travel long distances 
without recharging - I think 
the magic number is 1000km 
on a single charge. We still 
have a few years before we 
reach that number. 

What about the current car 
giants - will they be the same 
companies in the future? I 
think that probably the answer 
is yes, but not all of them, and 
the market will be 
redistributed. Automobile 
manufacturing is a high 
fixed-cost business, and not an 
easy one to enter. Tesla is one 
of the very few exceptions, 
and a lot of their success can 
be put down to timing, luck 
and chutzpah. 

Most of the car companies 
will survive, I believe, albeit in 


different forms. The basic 
structure of an automobile will 
not change that much, unlike 
the motor. I would worry more 
about the oil and gas 
companies, whose life span - 
which was already finite - will 
likely be reduced. 

Mike Wade 

Professor of Innovation 
IMD Business Schooi 
Lausanne, Switzeriand 

Thanks Mike for those 
interesting thoughts on the 
future of motoring. SAIC 
has been deveioping 
eiectric cars and 
showcased the MG EV 
(pictured top) iast year. 
How many of our readers 
see this as the way 
forward? - Ed 


A stitch in time 

We have just had a TF brought in 
with the rear suspension collapsed. 
On removing the rear wheel, it would 
appear that the bottom shocker bolt 
sheared causing the driveshaft to 
shear plus some other damage - not 
a pretty sight and expensive, plus the 
availability of parts is not good. And 
all for the sake of a £2.50 bolt! 
Perhaps owners of higher mileage 
cars might want to check this bolt 
has not worked loose, and maybe 
consider changing it? 

Steve Haii 


Cowley, not Longbildge 

I notice in the March issue a letter about White Gold RV8s from 
Bryan Young stating that his friend Frank saw his White Gold RV8 
being built at Longbridge. Well he did not. All production RV8s 
were built at Rover Group, Cowley, now MINI Plant Oxford, the old 
Pressed Steel Plant. 

George Wilder 


Queues were unacceptable 

We attended the MG/Triumph Spares Day at Stoneleigh on 
March 1, and having bought tickets on-line we were all looking 
forward to a good day out. Imagine our frustration when, 
having driven to Stoneleigh and gueued for what seemed like 
hours to gain access to the main gate, we were turned away 
with no reason given and directed to the rear entrance some 
five miles away. Along with countless others we then gueued 
for another 45 minutes, blocking the Warwickshire country 
roads around the village of Stoneleigh. What made the 
situation even more frustrating was that when we turned 
round to go home in total disgust, I made my way to the main 
gate to collect data to write a letter of complaint, only to be 
waved straight into the park with no gueuing whatsoever. So 
we called our friends and directed them to use the main gate 
too. In fact the areas dedicated to parking were only about 
full, and the access roads were all clear. It appeared to us that 
the park-employed security staff had not been correctly 
briefed on the volume of traffic expected, and additional 
entrances to Stoneleigh should have been opened. We would 
suggest that a written apology be published by the organisers 
for all the delay and frustration caused, and a full refund be 
granted to those who got fed up of waiting and went home. 

C D Readwin 
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Startmonkey 400 is a revolutionary new alternative to the 
heavy battery jump pack. Weighing in at only llOOg and 
measuring just 210x65x64mm, it will start the 12 volt 
battery of any 4x4, van, car, boat or motorcycle between 
15 and 20 times without requiring a recharge. It will retain 
75% of its charge for at least a year. The roadside model 
connects to your battery with conventional crocodile clips 
while the motorsport model is fitted with a standard 
Anderson plug. 

£199.95 inci UK delivery and VAT. 

Zircotec has appointed British Motor Heritage as distributor 
and technical support for their incredible heat management 
products. Significant reduction in under-bonnet 
temperatures is possible by coating an exhaust manifold 
with Zircotec ThermoHold Coating. A range of 14 different 
coloured ceramic coatings provide the ultimate in thermal 
barrier performance whilst they are also an attractive 
durable finish that is easy to maintain. Please call for 
more information and a quotation to coat your exhaust 
components. 


The Motoring Classic's Powermonkey Discovery measures 
only 46x13x114mm yet can recharge an iPhone twice, 
standard mobile phones 3-4 times, or give iPods / MP3 
players up to an additional 120 hours playtime. Simply 
recharge the unit from your computer USB or a mains 
charger (not supplied). 

£45.00 incI UK delivery and VAT. 


buy online at 

www.niotoringclassics.co.uk 
or call 

01993 707200 



British motor heritage 



COMMENT 


Don 

Hayter 


I have always liked engines that are 
simple, honest and robust and we 
had plenty of those at MG. The 
XPAG and B-series families are the 
ones that come most commonly 
to mind when talking about MG, but we 
also inherited the A-series engine when 
production of the Austin-Healey Sprite 
began at Abingdon in March 1958 and 
this was a great little motor. We used it 
in the Sprites and Midgets right up to 
1974, while it also powered the MGllOO 
and MG1300 built at Longbridge from 
1962-1971. It later made a reappearance 
in an MG after the Abingdon factory 
had closed, in 1982 when the MG Metro 
revived the margue. 

We had bid it farewell back in 1974 
when we were instructed to fit 
Triumph’s 1500 engine to the Midget 
instead. Naturally we were not 
particularly happy about this. By that 
time we had a new boss in Harry 
Webster, who was a Triumph man 
through and through but who had 
been put in charge of Longbridge and 
acguired MG at the same time. He was 
all right and I got on with him fine, but 
he never came down to Abingdon. 

None of the bosses came down to 
Abingdon, they all thought we were out 
in the sticks or something. That might 
have worked to our advantage - as long 
as we got the budget money, we could 
Just get on with doing our jobs. 

However, it was not the mere whim of 
a Triumph man that brought us the 
Triumph engine, but legislation in the 
USA. Ensuring engines complied with 
American legislation was a moving 
target that consumed ever increasing 


costs, and the idea was that if Triumph 
and MG were to use a common engine 
for their Spitfire and Midget, it would 
make sense financially as it could be 
developed in a single programme to 
meet emissions for both of them. 
Fortunately for us, the Triumph engine 
was another good, honest and 
reasonably robust engine very much in 
the mould of the A-series. 

The first installation of the Triumph 
1500 engine in a Midget reguired 
testing to MG (BMC) standards for 
durability, cooling and general 
accessibility, testing half a dozen cars 
over 50,000 miles, running day and 
night if necessary. So we got an engine 
and put it on our development test 
assuming it was a road-proved engine, 
only to find we knackered it running in 
Germany doing high speed testing - we 
knocked the bottom end out. 

Jimmy Cox and myself took the failed 
engine apart, and then also stripped 
down a brand new one to compare. We 
found that the finish on the crankshaft 
was over 15 microns, which means it 
was rough. They were nothing like the 
finish we had been getting at MG, which 
was about 11 or 12 microns. We went to 
Triumph and said we weren’t going to 
run the engines until they improved 
them enough to complete our tests, so 
we improved the Spitfire as well. They 
hadn’t done the same amount of 
testing as we had. 

One significant aspect with the 
conversion was that when using the 
existing Midget radiator and adapting 
water hose couplings, we found that 
water flow through the Triumph 


66 If Ttiumph and MG were to use a 


conunon engine for their Spitfire 
and Midget, it could be developed 
in a single progrannne to meet 
emissions for both of them 99 



Don Hayter joined MG as 
a body designer in 1956, 
and worked on all the 
MGs built from then until 
the Abingdon factory’s 
closure in 1980, by which 
time he had risen to be 
MG’S Chief Engineer. 


cylinder block was insufficient to give 
cooling temperatures low enough to 
meet our standards on heat soak after 
high speed running. A change to a new 
crossflow radiator system plus 
changing the mountings and hoses 
gave compliance to our standard level. 
Modified crash testing and road proving 
at motorway speeds was OK, but we 
also had to ensure that the modified car 
was in the same weight test compliance 
bracket as the Spitfire (they were nearly 
the same, coincidentally) so that 
emissions levels could be the same. 

The changeover did have one bonus 
in the fact that the increased power 
from the 1493cc Triumph engine above 
the 1275CC A-series gave the Midget an 
overall higher top speed. This enabled 
me to lower the Midget rear axle ratio, 
which reduced noise and slightly 
improved fuel economy. Minor 
changes to gear lever position, dials and 
a new exhaust system finalised the 
specification for the 1975 model year. 

The initial reluctance on our part to 
use a Triumph engine in an MG had 
been partly down to margue loyalties, 
but also because we liked the A-series 
as it was a good engine. The extra 
power and taller back axle did improve 
the Midget in some ways, but that was 
a side effect and the change was all 
about saving money on development. 

This change obviously coincided with 
the switch from chrome to rubber 
bumpers, a change that was also 
dictated by US legislation. Whatever we 
thought of those, we knew that we 
couldn’t afford to lose the American 
market so we had to grin and bear it. 
Certainly it wasn’t the disaster some 
people claim, as it allowed production 
to continue for several more years at 
Abingdon. And since so much of the 
town depended on MG for its income, 
building cars that we could sell had to 
be the number one priority. DH 
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MGB Radiator, 
Alloy, Rear Fill 


MG TF Mudflaps 


MGF & TF 
Ex pansi on Tank 


MGB Georknob with 
Overdrive Switch 


MGS STYLE LUX 


FRONT BGF440TF £45.00 
REAR BGF44J7F £45.00 
COMPLETE SET £85.00 


Comes with NO SENSOR 

PCF000140 £29.9 


Brond New, IvMolic Stitck On Bliia, 
Part leather seoftsy reverse parldngi 
senscKTS, cruise conlrat BluelQothj Dab 
nodb^ 1 6* alloy whaeb, auto lights 
and wiper? £| Q 750 


for 3 or 4 synchro. Black or chrorrw 

STN1 051/52 £37.50 


ARH260ALY 


MG3 Mudflaps 


MGB Radiator, 
Alloy, Centre Fill 


MGF & TF, ZR 
& ZS 1.8 
52mm Throttle 
Body Ass^bly 


25,000 miles, block leather sects^ 
CO nadio^ 1 6 inch albys, service 
history, C^mbelt service just done 
by us, MoT la 


FRONT BG3440 £29*99 

REAR SG344I £29.99 
CARSETBC3443 £55.00 


Improves horsepower 

MHB000261 £79. 


NRP1142ALIOY £195.00 


X24285FLEXI 


MG3 or MG6 
Carpet Mq^et 


MG TF LE 500 2008 


MGB V8 Radiator, 
^ Alloy 


MGF & TF Stainless 
Steel Underfloor Wotei 
Pipes 


Heatshiefd 


Express oar, block leather seoits, CD 
player, 1 6" alkiy?, gloss healed rear 
wiixkiw, front log bmps, teverse 
parking smsors, air con 


Made by us In Stainless sfee I 

PEP102470SS £79.91 

BolfkitBGF192 £2.3! 
HoseOlp KitGHC913 


MG3 30073783 
MG6 10086496 


NRP 1 059ALIOY £1 95.00 


MG TF 135 2003 


£4.50 GAC1036 


MGA Radiotor, 
% Alloy 


MG TF Rear 
Suspension Upper 
Ball Joint 


MG3 Bootliner 


41 ,600 miles, Blade leather interior, 
froni fogs, service history, headgqs- 
kat & combdt service just! dona, 1 5' 
dloji^, service history, MoT 


AHH6546A, 1 1H462K, AHH7928 

£10.20 «di 


10066418 


RBK000a90 


Only 3 owners hofn new, stunning 
example, wortes haidtcp, tonneaeoc 
oHfd hood^ Load? of tiistofy, om not 
to be missed. MoT 

£24,995 


Requires Full restoralion, just been 
rwsserribbd by u? after 40 yeais 
<]pai1, wooden body lub 
cfj major parts present, d^ssis & 
running geor slraighl, engine needs 

£10,995 


BROWN & GAMVi/IONS 

FIRST FOR EVERYTHING MG! 


^ MG WORKSHOP ^ 


Car Sales, Parts Sales, 
Workshop & enquiries 


Tel: 

Fax: 01462 896167 sales@ukmgparts.Gom 
18 High Street, Boldock, Herts, SG7 6AS 
VIsitars welcome 

OPENING HOURS; Mon-Fri 8.15ain-5.30pm S<iL9.00(irn - I.OOpm 
All prices are coned ol lime of going lo pess bd may be subject lo 
change. 

PLEASE MENTION THIS ADVERT WHEN PLACING YOUR 
ORDER TO OBTAIN THESE PRICES. AJI oicJens subjed lo 
ovoilobilily. At prices include VAT @20%. CARRIAGE EXTRA 

©QZeXIII ®CiH!!£C!n 


Wheel Balancing 
(inc wine wheels) 
Full or Part 
restorations 
Com petition 
Preparation 
Air conditioning 
recharge 
In Car 

Entertainment 
Also cater for BMW 
Mini St most 
classic cars 


Service & MoT 
Accident repair 
All warronty & 
insurance work 
Full Diagnostic 
Analysis 
Performance 
Upgrades 
Accessory Fitting 
Bodywork 
Paintshop 
4-wheel alignment 
Tyre fitting on site 


For up-to-dato llsKnqs 
on our cars for solo visit 
www*ukmg parts*com 








COMMENT 


_ Roger 

Parker 


T his month I want to focus 
on some simple attention 
given to the eBay ZS and 
my TF160 that had to be 
done during winter. In the 
course of these tasks we encountered a 
couple of unusual problems, and 
knowing about them (and how we 
cured them) may well be helpful to 
other owners. 

The £280 eBay ZS 120 saloon had 
gained a large rear spoiler on the boot 
as the original small spoiler Just didn’t 
suit the car. All was well until Matt 
noticed that when opening the boot, 
water could be heard sloshing around 
in the right side leg of the spoiler. 

Quite where the water entered is not 
entirely clear, although the main 
suspects are the two bright Allen 
headed trim screws on the top outer 
edge of the spoiler. Certainly the lower 
fixing studs were watertight, otherwise 
the water would have drained out 
naturally. The spoiler was removed and 
a small, unobtrusive hole drilled in the 
rear lower corner to allow instant 
draining - surprisingly it took nearly five 
minutes for the water to drain out 
entirely. The other spoiler foot was also 
drilled, even though it was dry. In 
addition, the cosmetic trim screws were 
removed and a dab of silicone sealant 
was added before the screws were 
refitted, just to help seal these. 

My TF160 (a mid-2002 Sprint model) 
was a 2009 ‘distress’ purchase from an 
owner anxious to sell because he 
couldn’t get on top of the problems and 
desperately wanted shot of the car. I 


wasn’t in the market for another car at 
the time, but a price of under half the 
normal going rate for a roadworthy and 
MoT’d car was too much of a 
temptation for me to resist. It did have 
cosmetic and mechanical problems, 
such as 34 minor dents down both 
sides of the car and a couple of poor 
attempts to rectify, minor cracks in both 
bumpers, plus the driver’s seat 
Alcantara had taken on the look of a 
rock-strewn moon with bobbles of 
material, but all these were minor 
cosmetic issues and the car still looked 
presentable from 15 metres. Plus at the 
time it had only covered 39,000 miles. 

Of more concern was the owner’s 
worry over symptoms that a second 
head gasket failure was looming, not 
long after the first when it had been 
fixed with an MLS gasket. Flowever, the 
car has now Just tripped 60,000 miles 
and nothing has yet occurred. (The 
small ‘mayo’ visible on the dipstick has 
been proven to be internal engine 
condensation from being used 
primarily for short Journeys.) 

What was definitely wrong was that 
the car was unstable over 40mph and a 
guick tyre check confirmed Goodyear 
Eagle FI GSD2 on the front but GSD3 on 
the rear. A very swift solution was to fit a 
spare pair of GSD2 tyres kept for my 
MGR and that almost cured the stability 
problem. Further investigation revealed 
that the lower front suspension arm on 
the rear nearside suspension was bent, 
something that I later learned was the 
result of a previous winter slide into a 
kerb that demanded a hub and bearing 


ii TlieZS had gained a laige rear 
spoiler. All was well until Matt 
noticed that when opening the 
boot, water could be heard slodiing 
around in the right teg of it 9 9 



Roger Parker is a former 
policeman whose 
technical skill and wide 
experience of MGs form 
the backbone of our own 
Technical Q&A pages. 


change, but the bent arm was missed. 
Renewal of the arm, a comprehensive 
check and four wheel alignment solved 
those problems, leaving Just the 
cosmetic issues to be dealt with over 
the following months. 

One amusing aspect was that the car 
came with a stainless steel exhaust that 
had massive 5inx3in oval tailpipes and a 
pretty awful flat flappy note. That was 
guickly replaced with an MGOC 
standard spec stainless system which 
has a much more appropriate note. 
Then I sold the system I’d removed on 
eBay for a couple of pounds more than 
the replacement cost! 

The car has given good service since, 
although a minor glitch recently was 
that the reversing lights often failed to 
come on, or then finally woke up Just as 
you stopped reversing. They did seem 
to work in daylight and not in the dark, 
but that was coincidental to daytime 
driving being short trips and night 
being much longer because obviously 
heat expansion was affecting the 
operation. Then immediate action was 
needed when the lights came on 
straight away, but remained on after the 
lever had been moved out of reverse. 

The logical thought was that the 
switch was playing up. Fitting a new 
one was a weekend Job for a dry day as 
it is much easier to get to the wiring 
connections from the top. That means 
removing the hard top before moving 
the hood to access the engine cover. 
Switch access from the side with the left 
rear wheel removed is fine and the 
switch took only a few minutes to take 
off, check against the new one, swap 
the spacer washer from the old to new 
and fit it. Testing didn’t give the 
expected result as the lights stayed 
illuminated all the time the ignition was 
on, but an additional washer with the 
spacer saw normal operation return. 
This is perhaps something other MGF 
and TF owners may want to note for 
future reference. RP 
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N£W All Alloy 16 Inch Replacement Wheels 
for the QTVd €3S4 With an alloy centre and a 
highly polished alloy rim. Weighs approx 2Rg 
lighter. No fijrlhef rusting. 

Genuine RVft heater 
valve (ZKC 5119 - 
the correct one) 

£64.95 


RV6 Brake Servo. Made by the 
original manufacturer £1 1 8.80 


flV8 front radiator 
cover Black 
£191.10 
Part Carbon Fibre 
£227.80 





RV8 Main header 
rail and filler. 
£59.95 


RV8 Front brake 
caliper clips A pins. 
£15.95 


RV6 Petrol Tank 
Sender wit h Seal 8 
Locking Ring. £59.95 


RVd boot stays. £80.20 each 



genuine & conversion parts 

Tel: 444 (0)1746 710810 
Fax: 01746 710999 
email: sales@mgv8paits.com 

Highgrosvenor, Worfield, WV15 5PN 

(between Bridgnorth 8 Wbivediampton) 

OVERSEAS MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE 

Full workshop facilities: servicing, repairs, 
MoT and prep. 

RV8 wood refurbishment 8 mail order 
services worldwide. 

Catering for all MGB, V8, VS coriversions & 
RVS vehicles. 

All PRICES WaUDE VAT 

www.mgvSpartsxom 


Approved 




RV8 cars available for sale - please call 




RV8 Bespoke 
Smoked Perspex 
Windstop- 
£234 


New, better qualllK 
harder wearing 
rapiacemont 
overmata. Original 
patterns, colour A 
embroidered with 
MO iogo. Fair HV8 
mats £99.50 


RVaNew 
Polyurethane rear 
antkroli bar 

bushes. 

£16.70 

for the pair 





This is the best 
you can buy for the money! 

£50.60 

BRAND NEW 


high torque 
starter motor. 
British made £252 


RV8 
Spax 
Krypton 
filled dampers 
Adjustable on car 
through 2S different 
stages 

£129.00 each (frontl 
£142.25 each (reari 
lull set £522 
- save £20.50 



H.A.S 


Leading independant MG and Rover speciaiist in Dorset 
Why choose H.A.S MG Rover Ltd? 

.Professional and efficient - Expert knowledge and advice 
.MG Rover specialists - Excellent value and quality work 
.Friendly and approachable staff 

We pride ourselves on delivering the best quality 
services for our customers 

Servicing and Repairs: 

.MG Rover security system diagnosis & remote fob recoding/programming 
.MG Rover Head gaskets replacement 

.MG Rover electrical and electronic diagnostics using T4 testbook 

.MG Rover genuine parts and accessories supplied and fitted 
.12 months part and labour warranty 
# .Free loan car available 

hasmgroverltd.yellsites.co.uk/ I 

Tel: 01202 677196 | Fax; 01202 649765 | Email; hasmgrover@gmail.com 
Address: Unit 2f, Sharp Road, Branksome, Poole, Dorset, BH12 4BG 
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COMMENT 


Barry Sidery- 

Smith 


Barry Sidery-Smith has 
been racing since 1959. 



I read recently about a £120,000 
Ford Mexico, which was stolen in 
under 60 seconds from a classic 
car showroom not far from where I 
live in Surrey. This audacious theft 
took place at night when a Land Rover 
was reversed through the front window 
of the showroom and the Ford was 
dragged out. Of course the fact that this 
was a fully prepared race car meant 
that the thieves’ Job was made easier 
because the car was fitted with 
mandatory FIA tow straps which would 
normally be used my for dragging the 
car from gravel traps etc. The gang did 
not even look at more modern cars in 
the showroom. Part of the reason for 
this may be because since the 1990s 
car security has been greatly improved, 
with complex locks and immobilisers 
fitted to most new cars. 

Race cars are particularly susceptible 
to theft, as many do not have door 
locks or ignition keys. One infamous 
theft took place from the car park at the 
NEC at the 2009 Autosport show. A car 
transporter was delivering a couple of 
the latest Mitsubishi Evo rally cars 
ahead of the show. When the delivery 
driver returned from dropping off the 
first car at the main hall, he found that 
someone had driven the second car off 
the transporter and vanished. 

Of course when I started out as a 
young motor trader, cars were anything 
but secure. All you had to do to open 
most soft top cars was to put your hand 
under a flap in the roof and pull the 
door handle. Cars back then were also 
incredibly easy to start with just a 
hairpin or a screwdriver. We would 
always try to box in the most valuable 
cars at our garage, hoping that anyone 
thinking of stealing them would be put 


off by the thought of having to move 
other cars out of the way first to get to 
the one they wanted. 

Mind you, not all of my customers 
were entirely honest. I remember one 
husband and wife who bought a Lotus 
Elan on credit with the help of hire 
purchase, which was easy to come by 
in those days with minimal checks. The 
husband used the Elan for racing, but 
fell behind with payments. The hire 
purchase company naturally wanted 
their car back but failed to find it, so the 
police were called in. I remember 
bumping into the couple at Silverstone, 
where the husband was competing in 
the Elan. Whilst the race was taking 
place, the police turned up looking for 
the car. The wife guickly held out a pit 
board, notifying her husband that the 
police were in the pitlane. On the next 
lap, with the race in full swing, the driver 
pulled the Elan off the track and drove 
straight out of the circuit and home 
without stopping. I then had to give his 
poor wife a lift home. 

I also recall driving at an event at 
Chimay in Belgium which involved a 
mixture of races for both classic cars 
and motorbikes. Some of the riders 
were concerned about leaving their 
motorbikes out overnight. A kind lorry 
driver in the paddock offered to let 
them lock their bikes in the back of his 
lorry. But when they woke up in the 
morning the driver, his lorry and their 
bikes had disappeared. 

In the case of the recent Ford Mexico 
theft, the sad reality is that the car was 
probably broken down for its expensive 
parts which can be easily sold on to 
unsuspecting members of the public 
via internet websites. The criminals can 
conduct the whole transaction without 


In 1970 he bought the 
ex-Works MGB DRX 255C 
and he has been 
delighting MG racing 
fans ever since. 


ever having to meet the buyer and can 
guickly disappear without a trace. A 
good friend of mine has been an MG 
specialist for over 25 years. During that 
time he has bought and dismantled 
hundreds of MGs, storing the engines, 
gearboxes and rear axles in 
outbuildings at his workshops. This 
Aladdin’s cave of spare parts has 
proved invaluable in keeping many 
more MGs on the road over the years, 
until about two years ago when a gang 
of scrap metal thieves broke in one 
night and cleared everything out. 
Amongst this huge haul were two 
complete MGC engines. But it is 
doubtful that the thieves knew or cared 
what they were taking, so they probably 
got melted down with the others. 

But it is not just businesses that need 
to be careful. I know a chap who likes to 
restore cars at home for a hobby. Lie 
normally has a couple of projects on his 
driveway awaiting their turn to be 
restored. Lie would regularly be 
pestered by dubious characters 
knocking at his front door offering to 
buy the cars for scrap. After one of his 
project cars was stolen, he took to 
disguising them under tarpaulins to 
look like building materials. 

Another thing that makes theft of 
classic car parts easier for criminals is 
that cars were designed to be worked 
on by owners. I know someone who 
returned to a car park to find the rear 
lights had been stolen from his Triumph 
Elerald, a task which just reguires a 
screwdriver and the loosening of two 
easily accessed screws. To carry out the 
same task on a modern car would 
normally reguire access to the interior 
and the removal of internal panels. The 
last thing I want to do is discourage 
anyone from owning or using a classic 
car, but I do recommend that you take 
sensible steps to make sure your car is 
secure, so you can keep on enjoying it 
for many years to come. BS-S 


66 With the race in full swing, the 
driver pulled the Elan off the track 
and drove straight out of the circuit 
and home without stopping* 99 
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Buying onimimlse 

When Pat and Chris Shurlock went down to their local MG-Rover dealer 
to collect Pat’s Rover 400 after a head gasket repair, they knew next to 
nothing about MGs. So how did they end up with a brand new MGF 1.6 a 
couple of weeks later? And more to the point, was it a sensible purchase? 

Interview and pictures: Simon Goldsworthy 






What first attracted you to the MGF? 

Chris: The head gasket failed in a big way on Pat’s Rover 400 
in 2001. We’d decided to bite the bullet and have it repaired, 
and had gone to Marshall’s to collect it. Before we went in I had 
said to Pat: ‘Don’t look at any new cars. We are just going to 
pay for the Rover and take it home.’ 

Pat: And I said: ‘I don’t need any new cars!’ 

Chris: This was Marshall’s in St Neots, before they went over 
to Cambridge. Right in front of the counter they had this lovely 
red MGF 1.6, and next to that a yellow MGF Trophy. I didn’t 
know the difference between the two at that stage (other than a 
price difference of about £7000), but while Pat was paying the 
bill for the Rover, I sat in the red MGF. Patrick the salesman 
came over and I said: ‘No, really. Pm sitting here killing time 
while my wife settles up for her Rover.’ 

The MG must have made an impression though, as we 
talked about it on the way home. I’d always hankered after 
having a convertible, I don’t know why. So Pat said to me: 
‘Well, why don’t you go for it?’ I said no, because we already 
had the big bill for the Rover to deal with. 

Pat: It was me who went back to the showroom a few days 
later and picked up the brochures. I am not a great car 
enthusiast and only want something to get me from A to B, but 
I felt that life is too short, and if Chris really wanted to have 
something like that then he should go for it. And I knew I’d get 
pleasure from it as well because it was a lovely car and we 


would be out and about in it. 

Chris: The brochures had started to whet my appetite, so we 
went back the following weekend and the same salesman, 
Patrick, came over. He said that they could do £500 off if I was 
interested. At that point I just gave in, and by the following 
Thursday it was at home in our garage. 

Shortly after purchasing the car, and in a moment of pure 
boredom at work, I was scanning the Department of Transport 
registration website, and there was T600 MGF for sale at a 
reasonable price. That was as close to 1600 MGF as I was 
going to get, so it was the first accessory we bought for the car. I 
then learned of the MGOC at Swavesey, not too many miles 
from us, then Brown & Gammons, then The MGF Centre... I 
had joined what I think is called The Dark Side! 

MGE: Had you ever talked about owning an MG, 
or indeed any sports car, before that? 

Chris: Not at all. I knew about MG of course, but they had 
just never been on my radar. 

Pat: Our daughters called it our mid-life crisis. They were 
probably right, because I was thinking that if we wanted to buy 
a sports car, we should do it now while we could still enjoy it. 
Chris: I had this goal of retiring in 2007, and this car has really 
opened up a lot of doors for us to enjoy ourselves. I think 
Patrick mentioned the clubs to us, and we soon joined the 
Cambridge & District MGOC, started going to club events. 



> 







IVIGF1.6 



MGE: You mentioned the car opening doors to 
you; what did you mean by that? 

Chris: Meeting people and making new friends, basically. Our 
first big club event was going on the Jersey Spring Rally in 
2003, organised by the Jersey MGOC. In those days around 
100 cars used to go over from the mainland, a whole mixture 
of MGs, to join about 20 island cars. It really was a very 
popular event, but sadly when Sandra and Jenny (who had 
organised it for 12 years or so) said that was enough, nobody 
else from the club stepped in to take over. So Geoff and Vicki 
Edge in Lincolnshire started organising what is now called The 
Jersey Weekender, and I help them where possible. We’ve 
managed to retain the sponsorship from Condor Ferries who 
sponsor the rally plaques and I’ve now got Channel Island 
Travel Services to sponsor the windscreen stickers, while the 
MGOC at Swavesey pay for all the trophies. 

MGE: Talking of windscreen stickers, I did notice 
that you appear to have filled up the front screen 
and have now started on the back... 

Chris: The stickers on the windscreen are all across the bottom 
and do not affect visibility because they only obscure your view 
of the wipers, but the MoT tester has made it very clear that 
this is as far as I can go. That’s why I moved on to the back. But 
it is an open-topped sports car and the hardtop - with its 
additional stickers - will come off before we go to Jersey. 

We’ve made many dear friends as a result of those Jersey 
trips over the years, but owning the MGE has even helped us 
meet people when we’ve not had it with us. For example, to 
celebrate my retirement we went to Canada and on an Alaskan 
cruise. On the ship they mixed people up at dinner, and on the 
first night we were taken to a table with another couple already 
there. They introduced themselves as Linda and Larry from the 
States, and when we introduced ourselves, Larry leaned over 
and said to his wife: ‘Do you think this gentleman would get 
me any MG parts from England?’ Given a free choice we 
would probably have sat down at a table on our own, but that 
broke the ice. Larry had an MGB GT in pieces in the garage. I 
left my MG magazines with him after the trip, and we kept in 
touch afterwards via email. 


and of course developing the MG wave - but don’t you feel 
absolutely daft when no one returns the gesture! 

Pat: We are not really clubby people in general. In the past I 
had joined the Young Wives or exercise clubs, that kind of 
thing. I did guiding for a long time too... 

Chris: ... but I think the last club I belonged to must have been 
the youth club! However, if I get into something, I like to get 
really into it. So I ended up becoming more actively involved on 
the committee and with organising events. Last year I was 
elected secretary of the club, though that happened while we 
were away on holiday in Devon. 


Above: The 
hardtop 
makes the 
MGF more 
suited to 
year-round 
use. Chris 
has added 
MG logos 
to each 
side. 

Above 

right: 

Chris, 
pictured 
on the day 
he picked 
up his new 
impulse 
buy - 26th 
April, 2001. 

Right: 
Youngest 
daughter 
Karen 
surprised 
Chris and 
Pat by 
asking to 
use the 
MGF as her 
wedding 
car in 
2004. 
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Another time we went to Italy, to Venice, on a package tour. 
We arrived and met this couple from Kent at breakfast in the 
hotel, and I asked the chap: ‘What interests have you got?’ He 
said: ‘Well, I’ve got this MG...’ 

Pat: Chris couldn’t help laughing at that, and Barry looked a 
bit startled until we explained why. Now they are dear friends 
that we see two or three times a year. And we’ve got MG friends 
in Wrexham who we got to know at events like Harrogate and 
Jersey, and others in Denmark due to our attending MG events 
there in the last two years. 

MGE: So you have made a lot of friends from 
different places, and the only thing that has 
brought you together Is owning an MG. Do you 
think that is Just a talking point and if you had 
anything else in common - dogs, stamp 
collecting or whatever - you’d meet Just as many 
people, or is there a certain type of person who is 
into MGs and it Just happens to work for you? 
Chris: The common link is important, but one of the things we 
noticed when we first joined the club is that everybody has grey 
hair! I think it is a bit of a generation thing, so it is easy to mix. 
It certainly goes beyond any individual model of MG. After all, 
it is not as though all the MGF owners hang out together and 
have nothing to do with the MGB owners, or anything like 
that. A lot of our friendships have sprung from Jersey, because 
you get to know people there and then start seeing them at 
other events around the country. 

MGE: If we can turn to your car now, you bought a 
1.6 base model, so it was quite plain though 
looking very smart in Solar Red. Have you done 
anything to the engine? 

Chris: No, I haven’t. I am toying with the idea of getting an 
ITG induction kit fitted... 

Pat: That’s news to me - it can be your birthday present! 
Chris: ...and then getting it remapped, but that is about as far 
as I would go. The hardtop is a fairly recent addition. It came 
from a friend, Colin Freeth, who runs M.R.S Classics in 
Tamworth. It was originally black, but he kindly re-sprayed it 


for us in Solar Red to match the car. I think the most useful 
accessory has been the windbreak, which we fitted early on. 
Pat: We also did the seats early on. You came home with them 
and I was a bit surprised because you hadn’t mentioned 
anything about them, but they are lovely. 

Chris: Even now, when you look inside an MGF it is generally 
very bland, and ours was the most basic spec with everything in 
black. I’d seen the MGF Centre at various shows and knew I 
wanted a pair of their red and black leather seats. Victoria at 
the MGF Centre did me a nice deal on replacement seats and 
door cards to match. They also put the Trophy spoiler on the 
front to make the car more stable, and sprayed some of the 
interior details in silver - the centre of the dash, the door 
handles and stuff like that. 

I also got some bright trim on an exchange basis from Mike 
Satur, and fitted chrome vents on the side intakes as well as a 
chrome aerial. What put me onto the chrome kick initially was 
seeing a bright red TC at Stoneleigh one year, with the big 
chrome headlamps, grille and other brightwork. I liked it, and 
then started seeing chrome bits for the MGF. I don’t think there 
is any more that I would fit now though, it has just enough to 
make it look special, without looking over the top. At least I 
think so. Some people criticise what I’ve done and say it is over- 
chromed, but most people like it and compliment us on the car. 
I think it just gives a modern MG a bit of a link to past MGs 
with all their chrome grilles, bumpers etc. 

MGE: I believe you once said you were not going 
to Join the polishing brigade. Did that vow last? 

Chris: Well, no. Attending the Jersey Spring Rally in the early 
years opened my eyes to the world of concours. Friday was 
always a get-together in St Hellier, and Saturday was show day. 
That was a big thing, and if you didn’t join in you were a bit of 
a spare part. Mark Tossell was the man to beat in the MGF/TF 
class at that time. I never did beat him, because I was so green at 
MGs and polishing back then. Then Mark changed his MGF 
for a Midget, the MGF class became easier, and I won it three 
years on the trot - 2010, 201 1 and 2012. 1 was delighted with 
that, but it was a serious mistake because then I was moved 
into the Prix d’honneur and found myself up against the likes 


Top: 
Interior 
has been 
beautifully 
retrimmed 
by the MGF 
Centre 
who, along 
with Mike 
Satur, also 
provided 
some of 
the silver 
trim that 
lifts what 
can 

otherwise 
be rather a 
sombre 
MGF cabin. 

Above: No 
award- 
winning 
MGF 

should be 
without 
MG dust 
caps on its 
valves! 

Above left: 
Bespoke 
bags make 
the most of 
the MGF’s 
boot space. 
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Right: Chris 
Shurlockat 
the wheel of 
his impulse 
buy MGF. 

Our thanks 
to the 
Grafham 
Water 
Sailing Club 
for use of 
their site for 
the static 
photos. 



of Geoff Edge with his MGA and Vicki with her MGB. 
Obviously I didn’t get anything in 2013, but we go to Harrogate 
most years and I have had a couple of successes up there. 

MGE: Is this something you stiii do, or have you 
got it out of your system now with that hat trick 
of wins? I see Pat shaking her head there... 

Chris: Primarily it is a car that we take to MG events, and I’ve 
got a garage wall full of rally plaques to prove it. I like to keep it 
clean, and if there happens to be a chance to show the car then I 
will do so, but that is not the prime motivation. I do not 
consider it to be a show car, but our ‘all events’ MG that I like 
to show. I did win at Harrogate one year, which meant a move 
up to the Masterclass the next. I had a word with the judge for 
a few pointers, and the level of detail you have to go to at that 
point... well, I don’t want to go there, I just want to keep it 
clean, and show it where possible. It doesn’t stop me entering, it 
just takes the pressure off because I know I can’t win anything 
else. Especially now that Dean Smith has come along with his 
superb TE. [As featured in the November 2014 issue - Ed] 

MGE: Has the MGF ever let you down? 

Chris: No it hasn’t, and we’ve now covered just over 40,000 
miles in 14 years of ownership. We have it looked after properly 
though, and we had the head gasket replaced as a precaution 
after the experience with Pat’s Rover 400. The car has also 
needed a new radiator and a stainless steel exhaust, but nothing 
else. Oh, and we have had the stainless steel underbody water 
pipes fitted, together with the expansion alarm tank. 

MGE: So it is probably a redundant question, but 
did you make the right choice in giving in to your 
impulse all those years ago? 

Chris: Yes, we certainly did. MGing is now a major part of our 
social life. We will keep the MGE, there is no question about 
that. In a fantasy world, if we had the space and the money, we 
would both like an MGA Roadster, and I would like a TC. 
That would be a nice little trio of MGs tucked away in the 
garage, but realistically I am simply not mechanically minded 
enough to take on something like a TC. Eor us, this MGE just 
ticks all of the right boxes. ^ 
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James Kasper sought professional help when he decided to make 
an MGB GT look the way he thought it should. And we are talking 
professionals of the automotive and not the psychiatric kind, 
though he does point out that the opinions expressed in this 
feature are those of a 50-something physicist turned woodfire 
potter, and not necessarily those of solid, sensible MG enthusiasts! 

Story and pictures: James Kasper 
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Part One: Mid-life cliche? 

Originally it was going to be a Royal Enfield motorcycle - 
retro, cheap and quirky. But my wife didn’t want me riding a 
motorcycle. With my history of injuries and clumsiness it was 
probably the right suggestion, but the long dormant desire 
for internal combustion toys was rekindled. My last ‘fun’ car 
had been a 1965 Impala SS with a 350hp 327 engine, a 
proper mid-70s car that was loud, fast, with flower-power 
paint job (courtesy of the Paint-By-Beer Company) and a 
project never brought to completion. 

Forty years later I am less interested in going from traffic 
light to traffic light in milliseconds, having the sound of my 
exhaust drown out music I don’t like, or pretending that 
burning rubber will attract the opposite sex. So what type of 
car would fit the Royal Enfield description that had rekindled 
my interest? Obviously a mid-century foreign sports car, but I 
had not paid any attention to such cars in my youth so 
research was in order. After many hours with single malt 
scotch in one hand and car photo books in the other, I finally 
decided on an MGB GT. Italian cars were too curvy to be 
timeless. German cars too pricey. Jaguars too curvy and too 
pricey. But the MGB GT has great classic proportions, a mix 
of soft curves and straight but not harsh lines, plus hatchback 
utility that was properly designed to the car. Also there are 
enough examples in the US to be both relatively cheap and 
readily obtained, and they have great parts availability too. 



When it arrived from Florida, the MGB GT that was 
supposed to be a reasonable base for the project 
looked rather more like a parts car. 



Part Two: The first mistake 

Pictures may be worth a thousand words, but those words 
might not be about your car! Having made the BGT decision, 
it was off to the world’s garage sale on the internet. Over the 
course of several months it became clear that there were three 
classes of cars: those in great shape, those fit only for spares, 
and a grey area in between. The trouble with the first 
category is the premium one pays knowing that changes will 
be coming, while the second category isn’t worth the effort. 

The third one covers a lot of ground from ‘running well but 
poor body’ to ‘not running and good body.’ I settled in to find 
a titled car with a fair-to-good body, and accept whatever 
mechanicals came along without carrying a stiff premium. 

The tan-ish 1972 BGT arrived from Florida to my home in 
eastern Iowa in January 201 1 . It would be tempting to blame 
my being crestfallen on the gloomy day, but reality was 
staring me in the face. While not quite a parts car, it was 
certainly to that end of the scale. The dent in the driver’s door 
stopped that from working. The bonnet was a challenge to 
open, and once done this showed the wing edges had mostly 
rusted away. The carpet was well fermented, and the interior 
panels poor to fair. And that is not even counting the earlier 
repairs and the worse rust which showed up later during the 
restoration. But after a few days, my spirits returned. I hadn’t 
spent so much money, and with a car this bad I could feel free 
to make alterations. I had fully intended to rebuild the engine ^ 
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On the inside, James 
removed the big door 
handles to create a little 
more elbow room, while 
the window winders mimic 
the Moto-Lita wheel. 


to ponder anything discovered during the work. A little web 
time and I came across MGOC in Britain for parts. I really 
liked the 2000cc Stage 2 engine and five-speed transmission 
and sent an email asking what shipping and such would be like. 
Thus I met Andrew Hooper, who became a great asset in 
helping decide the mechanical specification. But perhaps more 
importantly he also helped me work out the interior. It was his 
suggestion that while leather seats were nice, I should really 
stay with vinyl for the panels as it would lay tighter than leather, 
thus looking much better. Andrew convinced me to use the two 
browns that ended up in the car rather than the ones I had 
initially considered, and was also a great resource when things 
didn’t quite fit or work as I had expected. 

Toward the end of the project a second BGT was purchased 
to swap parts that were not so easy to come by, in particular 
some glass and window finishers. This parts car was running 
and in better shape than the one I had purchased to restore! It 
was sold along with all the extra bits once my car was done. 

Part Four: Changes 

I have deliberately not included a list of all the upgrades to the 
mechanical side, as I really think the car is more about the look. 
From early on the plan was for warm- white paint (Wimbledon 
White was used) and brown interior. I like chrome, but wanted 
it to sparkle rather than dazzle so the bolt-on Dayton wire 
wheels have matching painted spokes. 

The sidelights were removed, along with the Leyland badge 
and antenna. Even without those, the full-length side chrome 
strip makes the car look heavy (probably due to the squeeze 
over the front wheel). Keith from the auto shop and I spent 
some time with a piece of trim taped to the side of the car to 
work out shorter lengths leading and following the door, with 
the ends of the chrome formed to the angle of the tail lights. 
The car now looks more unified - both the nose and tail are 


Left: 1965 Impala SS was Janies’ last fun car, here 
displaying all that was tasteful about the 1970s! 


and transmission (or buy them rebuilt) to allow relaxed travel 
at highway speed, so not even finding that the left rear brake 
drum was missing a fist-sized chunk and that there were no 
parts past that end of the axle could put me off. Now I could 
replace or improve all the suspension, brakes and steering... 


Part Three: A doctor and prosthetics 

It wasn’t until this point that planning began for purchasing 
parts and getting the work done. From reading a number of 
classic car and MG magazines I was aware of a number of 
shops specialising in MG work, but most of them were far 
from my home. It seemed better to have the work done where I 
could visit regularly. Noel Automotive is an auto shop about 
20 minutes away. On the side they do very nice restoration 
work mostly on American muscle cars. I discussed the BGT 
with them and finally convinced them to take a look, although 
it didn’t really fit their comfort zone. After having some time to 
think it over along with my commitment to getting quality 
parts and wanting the end result to be first class, they said yes. 

The BGT was small enough to tuck out of the way in the 
shop to be worked on as time allowed, which was fine with me 
- there was no deadline to meet and it would give us more time 
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Right: James 
wasn’t happy 
with the bulk of 
the MGB’s side 
trim, so he 
shortened the 
spears and 
designed this 
lovely decal to 
add a sense of 
speed to the 
finished look. 


Below: The 
mechanical 
upgrades 
could fill a 
feature on 
their own, so 
James has 
stuck to the 
visual mods for 
us today. It is 
safe to say, 
however, that 
he will be 
enjoying 
himself on the 
back roads 
of Iowa this 
spring. 


accentuated, and the chrome carries a ‘fast’ 1960s look, while 
allusion to the classic MGB trim is maintained. To enhance the 
‘rocket’ look of the side trim, I designed a badge to be painted 
where the Leyland badge had been. The design started with a 
full Union flag, but that proved difficult to work with. In the 
end a quarter of the flag was used, streamlined to show speed 
but also with a false colour roadway look. 

The rear of the BGT was originally well-endowed with flash. 
The BGT badges were removed, and following Keith’s 
suggestion the external filler cap was removed and placed 
behind a push-to-release door. A US number plate doesn’t fit 
well on the back of the original design, so the bumper was 
modified to hold it and the plate lights. The eye is now drawn 
smoothly to the end of the car, giving a lighter look. 

The front end was more complex. At first I had thought 
about removing the outer grille ring and keeping the inner. In 
the end both were removed and the black insert shortened, and 
one older MG badge was used. The hood bump was always a 
little out of place in the 1970-72 BGT series which didn’t have 
the chrome requiring it. It turned out the bump on my car was 
mostly filler from an old repair anyway, so the front bonnet 
edge was replaced with smooth metal. With these two 
modifications the bumper now visually stood too far from the 
body, so it was pulled in tight, and like the back bumper was 
modified to hold a US licence plate. Both bumpers lost their 
over-riders. The purists out there might complain, but I think 
the clean lines now give lift to the timeless design. 

The interior was never going to be roomy, but earlier MGs 
had done without the arm rest door pull, and while copying 
that the window handles were replaced to match the Moto- 
Lita steering wheel. Also in the name of cleaning up the interior, 
the console was removed. There were issues with carpet fit if 
the speaker grill was removed as well, so that was blacked out 
behind the mesh and left in place. On the side of the grille box 
we fitted a power outlet. The final noticeable interior change 
was painting the body between the windscreen and dash in 
black to replace the black vinyl there that came on the car. 



Part 5: On the road 

In the end almost every part was replaced. Marc (from the auto 
shop) spent countless hours replacing metal that could not be 
bought, adjusting all the door and bonnet gaps, aligning the 
side ridge and chrome trim, and doing the necessary prep work 
for painting. If I were to do this over, I think I would buy a very 
solid BGT or perhaps a Heritage shell to start from. 

Work on the car was completed too late in 2014 for me to 
get much kind weather road time. I’m hoping to log a fair 
number of local winding road miles this year. If all goes well, 
then perhaps I’ll join in a few classic car or British car tours. 

As a final note, perhaps the reader noticed the license plate, 
HAPENNY. It’s a bit of a joke about the cost. I have two 1972 
ha’pennies to mount either on the steering wheel or on the 
shifter. Yes, old ha’pennies were demonetized in 1969, but were 
last included in the 1972 British Mint collector set - a nice 
unintentional commemorative of a great car. ® 
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Friends Howard Braithwaite and John Benton moved out of their 
comfort zones when they decided to restore this 1934 NA Magnette. 

Words and pictures: Dave Bowers 


greeing a partnership with the objective 
of carrying out a shared task, such as the 
restoration of a 1934 MG NA Magnette 
in this particular case, requires a long- 
standing commitment to seeing the job 
through. However, any chance of 
reaching a satisfactory working 
relationship could have appeared 
doubtful in this instance, as even though Howard Braithwaite 
was fired up with lots of enthusiasm, his long-term friend and 
fellow MG aficionado, John Benton, was doubtful about 
taking on a car that was considerably older than anything else 
he had worked on up until then. 

MGBs and those cars with a V8 engine are John’s usual cups 
of tea rather than the tired looking Magnette NA four-seater 
that arrived at Howard’s home in Prestbury, Cheshire in 2000. 
The car’s poor appearance was made worse by a scorched 
bonnet, the result of a fire when petrol from the twin SU 
carburettor set-up had leaked out onto a hot exhaust manifold 
(ironically when the car was about to be photographed to 
establish an agreed value with the previous owner’s insurance 
company, an incident that must have led to some most 
interesting correspondence!). 

‘I wondered what on earth Howard had let us in for,’ said 
John. ‘This was unknown territory for me. I’m more interested 
in modern MGs, such as the MGB V8 conversion we also 
jointly own. Having to deal with an ash frame body and sorting 
out the cable brakes was all new for me; there were times when 
the job looked as if it would never be finished.’ 

Howard was much better placed when it came to tacking a 
pre-war car restoration. After nailing his flag to the mast as an 
MG owner by buying an MGA fixed head coupe in his mid- 
20s, he’s owned and worked on a number of Rileys, including a 
Sprite, Lynx, Adelphi and a Gamecock before returning to the 
Octagon with a couple of MGBs, a Midget and three MGAs he 
rebuilt with John lending a hand. The last MGA was sold after 
Howard became dissatisfied with its motorway performance, a 
complaint that should not be levied against his latest MG - an 
MGC in the rare factory colour of Riviera Silver Blue Metallic 
that he is re-commissioning at present. 

Howard explained how the NA Magnette came their way, 
saying: ‘I was interested in an MG VA which a priest we knew 
happened to mention, but it turned out this had already been 
sold, so he put us onto the Magnette. I contacted a lady called 


Margot Coates (nee Buckley) of Stoke on Trent, who’d been 
given the car as a 21st birthday present by her brother in 1971. 
It was complete, but only just hanging together. The engine was 
terribly smokey and it hardly had any power at all, but I could 
see it had potential. The attraction for me was that the NA 
Magnette was the last MG featuring the 1271cc, overhead 
camshaft engine in which Cecil Kimber always delighted.’ 

Some copies of old correspondence came with the car, and 
Cecil Kimber’s signature was recorded on a letter of 4th 
September 1935 to the Magnette’s first owner, Mrs B Markham 
of 22 Clifton Court, St. John’s Wood. This was in reply to her 
letter regarding the poor performance of her car’s SU fuel 
pump, which Kimber went on to explain was a fault some 
other car manufacturers also experienced due to the issue of a 
faulty batch. The letter went on to suggest the local MG service 
depot at University Motors of 105 Cheyne Walk should be 
contacted to inspect a fault with the car’s cellulose paint that 
had developed since she bought it on 22nd May 1934. Always 
a keen promoter of MG products, Kimber rather boldly 
pushed his luck by suggesting: ‘Look forward to seeing you at 
Olympia where the new car will interest you very much.’ 
Perhaps this was a veiled reference to the new MG SA 
introduced in the following year? 

There were two other letters in the car’s file. In one, H F 
Clewley of the Service Parts Department wrote to advise B G 
Russell of Brighton on 4th June 1946 that it was no longer 
possible to supply a pair of replacement Bakelite dashboard 
light covers. In the second, H M Rummins (also of the Service 
Parts Department) was able to assure the car’s next owner, 
Anthony Clark of Wrexham, on 12th November 1946 that a 
replacement crown wheel and pinion he had ordered some 
time ago was about to be despatched. 

Finding replacement parts for pre-war MGs in the post-war 
period often proved difficult, as reflected by the adoption of the 
Ford sidevalve as an alternative engine by many desperate 
owners. But John had cultivated an impressive network of 
contacts through his employment with the Stockport branch of 
MG specialist Moss Europe, and also as a founder member of 
the South Manchester MG Owners’ Club. He also had some 


Below: A viable project when It arrived, the results 
of an engine fire were visible on the bonnet. It was 
then subjected to a total strip down and rebuild. 
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Below: 

The interior 
has been 
painstakingly 
put back to 
original spec, 
with proper NA 
dials and a 
quality retrim. 
It was always 
the intention 
to build it as a 
two-seater 
body rather 
than four. 


luck. For example, after scouring autojumbles up and down 
the land for an MG NA gearbox knob, a house clearance 
specialist turned up on John’s doorstep with a van load of 
spares and sticking out of the pile, still attached to a working 
gearbox, was this badly sought item. Naturally John bought 
the lot, which in turn attracted a horde of MMM owners on 
the lookout for a bargain! His association with Moss also paid 
dividends as although they no longer supply parts for cars of 
the NA’s vintage, John managed to obtain a new firewall that 
was still in stock off the shelves, a most lucky find. 

Two MG fans who are no longer with us proved most 
helpful in the restoration. The late Mike Ellis kindly allowed 
Howard and John to measure up his car as details of the two 
front seats were needed to replace those taken from an Austin 7 
at some time in the past. They only needed the two front seats, 
as it was never their intention to reinstate the original four- 
seater body. They felt this body style lacked symmetry when 
seen from the rear, so a replacement two-seater body was 
proposed. Mike also assisted by providing various spare parts 
and measurement details of the wooden structure on the body 
of his own two-seater car, which his son still has today. 


The late Terry Andrews also came up trumps by loaning out 
the actual body tub of his two-seater car, which Mike Ellis 
transported up from Kent. This allowed specialist bodybuilder, 
Alv^n Lee Coachbuilders of Telford, to copy the design and 
make an identical new body tub. 

The spluttering engine heard on day one sealed a decision to 
go for a full engine rebuild, work that Tom Dark 
Engineering took on. They started off with a new engine block, 
but as these replica engine blocks were built as a batch for 
racing owners, so Tom had to convert it from K-Type to the 
required NA configuration. The engine was then built up using 
all new parts where necessary. 

Turning to the bodywork, Howard commented: ‘After 
attending a car restoration course at Openshaw College, I 
rebuilt the front wings by letting in new metal where needed, 
and I built a set of rear wings from bare metal. Norman Isles of 
Pott Shrigley in Cheshire made the new bonnet tops together 
with other metalwork, although we managed to reuse the 
bonnet side panels.’ 

Norman re-panelled the doors and also the rear of the 
bodywork, his tour de force being to realign the swage line on 
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each side of the car so that this completes an unbroken line 
from the A-post in a curve across the doors such that it v^ould 
meet the centre of the rear v^ire v^heel spinner if its course 
wasn’t cut short along the leading edge of the rear wheelarch. 
Unlike the car in its original form where the line across the 
surface of the door failed to align with the join line in between 
the side and the top panels of the bonnet, this line is now 
continuous. This detail was then highlighted by a duo-tone 
paint job with black used above the line and the mudguards, 
and ivory for the lower sections. 

Specialist help also came from an unlikely source in Progress 
Aero Works of Macclesfield, who normally make tiny engines 
for model aircraft. However, they welcomed the opportunity of 
making up a set of new kingpins, as well as many new stainless 
steel parts such as the securing side struts for the bonnet sides. 
A mutual friend, Vernon Smith, was asked to do any electrical 
works. He fitted a new wiring loom and cleverly adapted the 
wiring in the fuse box to incorporate a modern regulator, 
updating the dynamo to a two-brush design that improved 
efficiency. These modifications make the car more usable, but 
are indiscernible from the outside. 

‘We had to have all the leaf springs replaced,’ remarked 
Howard, ‘which are underslung on the rear axle. This was 
done by a firm called Jones Springs Engineering of Darlaston in 
the West Midlands. We reused the original shock absorbers, 
Andre Hartford on the front and Luvax at the back, but we 
found the two front wheels were non-original. These were 
centre laced, and did not have outer laced spokes like the rear 
ones, so we bought two replacement wheels from Bob 
Brassington, another enthusiast who’s sadly passed away since 
then. All four wheels were sandblasted, powder coated and 
painted at the same time.’ 

Howard recalled with fondness one telephone conversation 
with Sports and Vintage of Shropshire, which was music to his 
ears after having to painstakingly track down so many parts 
over weeks if not months before they were forthcoming. ‘I 
asked: “Have you got any brake cables for an MG NA?” 
“Certainly, sir, do you want a full set?” to which my answer 
was: “Yes, but how long will these take to arrive?’ The reply 
was: “I’ll deliver them by post tomorrow! ” 



The possibility of following the lead of the vintage MG 
racing fraternity and fitting Wolseley hydraulics to the braking 
system had been considered as a way to improve braking effort, 
although this idea was ultimately discarded on the grounds of 
maintaining originality. ‘After servicing the brakes, we took the 
chassis off the ground to adjust the cable brakes, the rears and 
then the fronts, minutely adjusting until the shoes started to 
catch the drums,’ said Howard. ‘This exercise was then 
repeated when the brakes had had a chance to bed in properly.’ 

By the time the engine arrived back from Tom Dark’s 
workshop near Witney, the gearbox was also ready to be 
installed. This had been sent to KE Transmissions of 
Wolverhampton for an inspection, with authority to carry out 
whatever work was needed. In the event it was declared to be in 


Above: The 
Magnette is 
powered by a 
little jewel of 
an engine, a 
1271ccsix 
cylinder OHC 
unit fed by two 
SU carbs. 
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Above: John 
has yet to 
sample the 
pleasures of 
driving the 
pre-war 
Magnette, but 
Howard says It 
compares very 
favourably to 
the Rileys he 
once owned. 


good shape, though all the bearings were changed simply as a 
matter of course. Once the engine and gearbox had been 
relocated back in the chassis, Howard rebuilt the twin SU 
carburettors with all the new parts being available from the 
Burlen, the SU specialists. 

What to do about the ugly arrangement of two independent 
and non-original electrical wiper motors being fitted to the top 
rail of the windscreen became a long drawn out issue, as the top 
rail had been butchered to fit this arrangement in a way that 
couldn’t be rectified. But the Beaulieu Autojumble came up 
trumps when Howard and John found a new windscreen top 
rail, possibly off a Railton model, which they cut to size to 
match the shorter NA screen. This was fitted with a single 
windscreen wiper of the correct type to the top rail on the 
passenger side, with slave operation working the wiper on the 
driver’s side. Another fortunate autojumble find was an 
original walnut veneer dashboard instrument panel for £25. 
The original dashboard had been messed about with to fit a set 
of later MG VA instruments, which were no longer required. 
John Marks of Vintage Restorations was happy to take in the 


66 There’s that lovely 

sound of the straight' 

cut gear cogs 99 


VA instruments as part payment towards the correct type of rev 
counter for an NA Magnette. The other NA instruments were 
supplied by the ever-helpful Mike Ellis. 

Mike Greenbank of Grangeway, Elworth, Sandbach, a Rolls 
Royce trained upholsterer who now works for himself, was 
asked to re-trim the replacement seats as well as the hood and 
tonneau. He also did the door panels, which incorporate a 
leather embossed sunburst pattern (as per the originals) that is 
so evocative of the 1930s. 

Although the factory-issued instructions recommended just 
the one caster wedge under the front springs to change the 
angle that the axle sits at, Howard followed alternative advice 
and fitted two wedges on each side which made the steering 
that much more positive. The headlights and radiator surround 
were re-chromed by Derby Chrome Plating, who did a nice 
job. But when Howard was refitting the surround to the 
radiator, it fell off the bench and sustained a nasty dent which 
cost an eye-watering £200 to put right again. It was money well 
spent though, because although the car was only completed 
part way through last year, it took Car of the Show at the 
Capesthorne Classic Car Show on 24th August 2014, and was 
also the Car of the Show at the Eootman James Classic Car 
Show held in Manchester in September. 

John has yet to drive the Magnette as he was rather put off 
by the reverse positioning of the gears in a non-synchromesh 
gearbox, so Howard finished off the interview with a resume of 
what this car was like to drive in its present, fully refurbished 
condition. ‘It takes me right back to the early Rileys which I 
once owned,’ he said. ‘There’s that lovely sound of the straight 
cut gear cogs. The only thing you have to watch out for is that 
although folk give a car like this plenty of respect, it’s a real 
worry when someone nicks your braking distance by cutting in 
front of you. At present, we’ve only done 300 miles and I don’t 
intend overdoing things below 1000 miles to allow the engine 
to run in properly, but it is plenty of fun, even when the self- 
imposed speed limit is set at about 50-55mph!’ ® 


Beryl Markham 

Preparing an article such as 
this is normally a one-way 
process where interesting 
facts are obtained from the 
owner of a car and then 
prepared for publication. 
However, on this particular 
occasion recognising the 
name Mrs B Markham 
suggested to me something 
of significance that the 
owners didn’t know about at 
all. Maybe this MG NA 
Magnette could have once 
had a very famous owner, a 
pioneer aviator of renown, or 
an aviatrix to provide the 
somewhat outdated female 
alternative title. 

Checking out the address on 
the letter sent by Kimber in 
1935 suggested maybe Beryl 
Markham was the owner of the 
NA back then; a woman who 
was born in England but who 
grew up in Kenya where she 



every possible occasion! 


learnt to fly as a bush pilot 
identifying big game for safari 
hunters. Beryl eventually 
moved back to England, and in 
1936 she achieved the 
formidable accomplishment of 
becoming the first women to 
fly east to west across the 
Atlantic - rounding off this solo 
achievement by crash landing 
in Nova Scotia after her single 
engined Vega Gull monoplane 


other than what Cecil Kimber 
referred to in his letter of 14th 
September 1935 concerning 
the fuel pump and paintwork, 
although in common with 
Beryl’s spirited approach to 
training horses and riding as 
well as flying small aircraft 
over immense distances, we 
have little doubt it would have 
been taken to the limit on 


suffered fuel starvation when 
the fuel tank vents froze over. 

Always known for her 
unconventional approach to 
life. Beryl went on to create a 
new career as a horse trainer, 
which she pursued with 
customary vigour up to her 
death at the age of 84 in 1986, 

No surviving accounts have 
been found of what she 
thought of the NA 
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Looking for a NEW policy or just a great deal on your RENEWAL, our 
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ADS AND BROCHURES 


From the archives... 

Paul Guinness delves into his MG archives to bring you another 
great mix of brochures, ads and paraphernalia... 


TF MEETS ITS ANCESTOR 

In a celebratory brochure issued in 2004 
to mark the 80th anniversary of MG and 
the centenary of Rover, the latest MG TF 
understandably received plenty of 
coverage. But in true MG fashion, the 
brochure didn’t Just major on the new TF’s 
many plus points, but also pitched it 
against its ancestor of the same name. Yes, 
playing the heritage card has been a 
feature of MG marketing for a long, long 
time - and things were no different during 
MG-Rover’s penultimate year. 

The classic in guestion was a 1955 
TF1500, which had been owned by MG 
fanatic Adrian Reid since 1968. 7 bought it 
from a chap in Oxfordshire,’ Ahnan was 
guoted as saying, ‘where it was Just sitting in 
a fieid.’Jhe price paid was £285, and Adrian 
then used the car as his everyday transport 
through to the mid-1970s. Needless to say, 
both the classic TF and its brand new 
namesake were given a rapturous review 
by the brochure copywriters. 




FARBENUND 

POLSTER 

You don’t need to be fluent in 
German to hazard a guess that 
‘Farhen und Roister’ simply 
translates to ‘coiours and 
uphoistery’ In English. In the 
case of this particular brochure, 
the wording appears above 
images of different-coloured 
MGFs, below which are various 
upholstery options which kind 
of gives the game away. If, 
however, you still haven’t 
guessed, we’re talking here 
about a brochure for the 
German-spec MGF - albeit a 
very early one, dated August 
1995. And considering that the 
entire brochure was written in 
German, it perhaps seems odd 
that the colour choices 
remained in English - which 
explains the inclusion of such 
hues as White Diamond and 
Volcano Orange. Surely, though, 
German buyers would have 
been happier being offered 
WeiFer Diamant and Vulkan 
Orange instead? Then again, 
maybe not. 
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THE REDUCED RANGE 

With production of the Magnette MkIV coming to an end in 
1968 (although some examples weren’t registered until ’69), 
this brochure from the following October shows MG’s slightly 
reduced line-up. But it was still an impressive range of sporty 
offerings, comprising the 1300 Mkll, Midget Mklll, MGB and 
BGT As the only MG saloon still on sale, the 1300 could easily 
have looked slightly out of place, although the brochure was 
keen to emphasise its role as a real MG: ‘Truly a car for the 
enthusiast this two-door saloon has been designed with 
traditional MG thoroughness,’ \t said. 

The Midget, meanwhile, offered ‘maximum fun for minimum 
money’ whilst its bigger brother - the MGB - was ‘built in the 
true sporting tradition.’ As for the BGT, that was guite simply ‘a 
car with true elegance... plus classic MG performance and 
safety’. The Magnette might have gone, but the rest of the 
range still impressed with its diversity and fun appeal. 

66The BGT is a car with trae 
elegance^, plus classic MG 
performance and saf et|r99 


ROYAL CONNECTIONS 

From another brochure designed to celebrate 80 years of 
MG comes this particular page, helpfully pointing out that 
‘2004 is the 80th anniversary of MG.’ Not only that, the 
famous British margue seemed Justifiably proud of its 
connection with royalty: ‘Royal MG patrons include the Duke 
of Edinburgh, who bought a TC in 1947, and HRH Prince 
Charles, whose 1969 MGC GT is now owned by Prince 
William.’ The same page went on to explain the history of the 
famous MG octagon, as well as providing potted histories of 
the 1929-32 M-Type Midget and the 1962-80 MGB. 
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THE DRIVER’S CAR 

This probably wasn’t the best angle for showing off the updated 
2004-model MG ZS five-door, given that its profile was all but 
identical to that of the Rover 400 from nine years earlier. But, as 
we all know, the ZS was a far better car than anyone might have 
expected given the age of its roots. This was a proper sporting 
hatchback, as MG eagerly pointed out by saying: ‘The famous MG 
octagon is a guarantee, a promise, that the car it is attached to is a 
genuine, no ifs, not buts, driver’s car To achieve this, the ZS had 
apparently been ‘designed around these simple principles by a 
team of genuine enthusiasts.’ As a result, MG-Rover promised that 
‘100% MG spirit comes as standard.’ 
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GET READY TO 
IMPRESS 

Another European-market 
MG brochure, this one dates 
from early 2005 and was 
designed to tempt a Spanish 
audience into buying the 
latest TF - shown here in 
hardtop guise despite the 
favourable Spanish climate. 
As for the wording of the 
brochure, the emphasis was 
on style and sportiness: 
‘Preparese para impresionar 
- no importa cual sea su 
dest/no,’ shouted the 
headline. And translated to 
English? It simply suggested 
that TF drivers should 
prepare to impress, no 
matter where their 
destination might be. Sounds 
about right, doesn’t it? 




Tel; +44 {0)S45 456 0201 Fax: +44 (OJ 121 478 2262 
mg-xpawer.cQm 


K4 K-SERIES UPGRADE 

MG Sport & Racing issued a new brochure in January 2004 to promote its 
impressive array of performance and handling upgrades for the Z-car range. 

And for anyone seeking a heft of extra power, they needed to turn to this 
particular page featuring the 2.0-litre K4 engine, derived from the familiar 1.8 
K-series. With increased bore and stroke, plus a modified cylinder head, the 
K4 2-Litre (as it was officially known) pushed out 2l0Ps of power at ZOOOrpm, 
along with IZOIb.ft of torque. This latest engine was being revealed in road car 
form at that year’s Autosport Show, and was expected to attract plenty of 
attention, even if its official list price of £8895 might have seemed budget- 
busting to many potential buyers. 

V ^ J 


ENGINES & 


THE GOLDEN AGE CONTINUES 


We mentioned this brochure a 
couple of issues back, but this 
time we focus on arguably its two 
most important pages. Published 
in late 1974 to commemorate MG’s 
50th anniversary and to promote 
the company’s new black-bumper 
look to an American audience, it 



was another one to successfully 
pay tribute to MG heritage, with 
the inside pages each showing 
one of the latest models with a 
classic predecessor in the 
background. Oh, and to round out 
the theme rather neatly, the older 
cars were accompanied by 
various folk in period dress. 

What you see here are the 
sections devoted to the latest 
American-spec Midget and MGB, 
the former a fitting successor to the 
original: ‘In 1929, MG introduced the 
MG Midget, a production sports- 
racing car’ explained the brochure, 
before describing the 1975-model 
Midget as ‘the best one yet’ As for 
the MGB, this was photographed in 
front of Old Number One, with MG 
claiming that the latest ’B was 
‘proven tough in more than two 
billion miles of road and track 
performance.’ By way of conclusion, 
MG’s marketing folk simply asked: 
‘Isn’t It about time you started a little 
golden age of your own?’ 
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The future is CLEAR the future is GLASS! 

l|| P 3 Specialists in heated rear screens & BIG brake kits 
www.mgfmania.co.uk 


:iro^ heated glass panels fold without unzipping 



Upgrade Screen panels for ALL MGF & TF models^ from £185 
Complete Floods from £385 all with Fleated Glass Screens! 


New for 2014: BIG 280mm Front and Rear Brake 
Kits from £175 fit under all 15^' or 16^' wheels! 


With EASY panel fittin^^ no drilling or sewing involved : Manufactured using the original 
MG Rover style glass and zip. Full fitting kit and CD video showing fitting included 


07778 1 49632 or 01 565 740288 

For next day delivery and further information 

www.MGFMANIA.co.uk 

Watch MGF Mania videos onYouTube.com 





Enjny a fabulous S day driving tour to the channel Islands, 
where British and French itiflu«ices meet and where an unexpected mix 
stunning scenery, rich heritage and varied lifestyles are waiting to be diKOvered. 

Including 

1 Retwrn Condor Ferries Fast Crossing from Poole to Guernsey, 

Guernsey to Jersey & Jersey to Poole 

■ 3 Nights at the LaTrelade or Peninsula Hotel in Guernsey 

■ 4 Nights at the Excellent Merton Hotel in Jersey 

■ Breakfasb & Dinners Throughout 

■ Detailed Road Book featuring Maps, Directions^ Drives and Local Attractions 

■ Commemorative Rally Plate 

May, June & September Departures 
Price from £699.00 to £829.00 Per Person 

Upgrade to our 4 Star Deluxe Package from just £3D0 Per Person 




GUERNSEY 


Jersey 
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Plastic MCUks from Gentiany 

One of the great things about the collecting hobby is that no matter how 
long you’ve been involved in it, there’s always a new discovery to make. 

By Andrew Ralston 



hile the history of 
mainstream toy and model 
companies - Dinky, Corgi, 
Matchbox and so on - has 
been thoroughly researched 
over the years, there remain 
many obscure corners of the 
toy industry about which 
information has yet to surface. However, 
German enthusiast Ernst Plattner is the 
acknowledged expert on the numerous different 
ranges of plastic cars made in Germany in the 
1960s. He publishes a specialist magazine on the 
subject called Epoche Modellautoheft and his 
encyclopaedic knowledge has enabled the 
makers of many hitherto unknown models to be 
identified, among them the two simple MGA 
models pictured below. 

The blue hardtop is unusual because, well, it’s 
a hardtop whereas most MGA models are based 
on roadsters. At just 7cm in length, it’s about 
1/60 in scale, putting it partway between HO 
model railway size and the standard 1/43 diecast 
scale used on larger model cars. The MGA 
consists of nothing more than a rather brittle, 
almost translucent plastic body clipped onto 
two axles. But who made it? The only markings 
underneath are the letters ‘MG’ which don’t 
take us very far, but a grainy photo in a catalogue 
issued in 1958 by Behringer, a Nurnberg toy 
wholesaler, shows that the model belongs to a 
set of six contemporary sports coupes, the 
others being a Fiat, Jaguar XK, Austin Healey, 
Porsche and Mercedes. These were so simple 



Four of the six plastic coupes, shown here with two racing cars. The MG is fourth from 
the left. How many of the others can you identify before reading this page? 


and cheap that they weren’t sold individually, 
but as a set attached to a backing card along 
with six road signs. Ernst Plattner reckons the 
maker is Jean Hofler, whose origins go back to a 
family firm founded in Furth in 1923. The 
company’s development is rather complex, with 
different family members going their separate 
ways and later merging their efforts. In the post- 
war era, Hofler products moved away from the 
use of traditional tinplate material and many 
cheap plastic toys - especially vehicles and 
cowboy and Indian figures - were produced, 
with the name Jean being used as a trademark 
from 1970 onwards. 

The second model pictured, a green roadster, 
is slightly larger, being just under 8cm long. 
Again, it’s a very basic item - it doesn’t even have 
a windscreen, though seats and steering wheel 
are moulded as part of the body. There is, 
however, a name underneath, Eri, but this is not 



the maker of the toy. Eri is in fact a German 
brand of shoe polish, and it was the custom at 
one time for cheap plastic toys of this kind to be 
given away as promotional items to children in 
shoe shops, perhaps as a reward (or bribe) to 
ensure good behaviour when their feet were 
being measured for a new pair of school shoes! 
There are plenty of different plastic cars of this 
type and they’re very popular among German 
collectors, though little known elsewhere. Ernst 
considers the likely manufacturer to have been a 
firm called Rex, an associate of the better known 
Karl Arnold company which was founded in 
Nurnberg in 1906. 

Though you will probably need to look to a 
German source to find them, these simple little 
MGAs are not particularly rare or expensive. 
Up till now, they’ve been a bit of a mystery. 
However, thanks to our German contact the 
picture has now become a bit clearer! S 


Below: This simple plastic 
MGA from Germany is unusual 
as it represents the coupe. 


Above and inset: 
Open MGA is marked 
'Eri' underneath. 
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Leather & Vinyl Interior and Seat Cover Kit 
For all T-Types in beige, tan, red or green as original - £990 
Carpet set in black (original for all colours) - TA/B/C £180 & TD/F £155 - LHD or RHD 


SERVCES 


Parts for TA to TF 1936-55, VA VB VT, MCA & Magnette. 
Secure online shopping at: wwu/.mgbitsxom or by phone. 
Worldwide shipping. Free CD ROM catalogue on requesi 


(all prices include VAT) 



NTG Motor Services Ltd 282-284 Bramford Road Ipswich IPl 4AY 
Tel: +44(0)1473 406031/2 Fax: +44(0)1473 742087 

sales@ingbits.com 
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^MONTEGOm 



Jeff Patterson’s Zircon Blue Montego is believed to be the only survivor 
with the early digital talking dash still on the road. He tells us about the 
car, and why he holds the entire Montego range in such high regard. 
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got my first Montego in the 1980s, trading 
in a C-reg Rover 216 Vanden Plas for a 
D-reg MG Montego. There was no special 
reason why I did this because the Rover 
was a good car, I just liked the look of the 
Montego. And I wasn’t disappointed with 
how it drove, it really was a great car. Then 
I bought an F-plate MG Montego Turbo 
with a crushed sill from a breakers yard for £500-1 repaired 
that and did 172,000 miles in it. 

I rack up the miles pretty quickly because I am a stock taker 
and drive all over the country to jobs, generally doing about 
50,000 miles a year. I’ve been doing this for over 30 years 
now, but I’ve never had a new car or anything on finance, and 
the Montegos gave great service. I did once buy a diesel 
Montego from the breakers yard for a couple of hundred 
pounds and put all my MG bits on it. (My brother had one 
and did the same, but he put MG badges on as well.) 


Unfortunately it wasn’t a good car - the engine was just tired, 
very smelly and smokey. I ran that one for about nine months 
before selling it on. 

When the Montegos got too old to use for work, I switched 
to Mondeos. Finally in 2004 I bought a black Monty Turbo 
knowing it was now going to be a play car rather than a 
frontline driver. Then somebody said to me: ‘You know when 
you have one, you always need another...?’ I didn’t want to go 
down that route, but I once had as many as seven at the same 
time. I hadn’t gone actively looking for any of them, but once 
you have one, then others seem to find you. 

Or you find them. For example, I saw an early C-reg car in 
Moonraker Blue on eBay. It didn’t sell, so I went down to see 
the bloke and bought it. I didn’t tell my wife about it, but while 
we were in Dubai celebrating our 25th wedding anniversary, I 
said: ‘Oh, by the way, we’ve got to pick a car up on the way 
home...’ We got delayed 19 hours at Dubai airport, so we had 
been up all that time and had to drive down to Newhaven to 
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pick this car up. I eventually restored it, and later sold it to my 
son and that is how he got into Montegos. 

The most I’ve ever paid for a Montego was £2000. That was 
for a G-reg Montego Turbo facelift, and I only had it a week 
before it got written off. What happened was that I parked 
outside a shop, went in to get a paper, came back out and there 
was a Morris Marina embedded in the back of it. I never saw 
the Montego again. Such a shame as it was a lovely car. 

The cheapest bargain I had was my first talking dash one for 
which I paid £300, and that came with brand new front wings 
fitted. This was in the early 1990s. You could pick them up for 
nothing in those days, and still get the panels. That’s how I 
learnt to fix them. I’ve always done my own car repairs. 

This car we’re in today is Zircon Blue. It is a 1984 car, August 
1984. I got it after a bloke had posted on the Maestro.org 
forum asking for help fixing his car, saying none of the electrics 
worked. I offered to help, but then he said he didn’t really want 
the car and asked if I wanted to buy it. So I drove down to 
Bristol, saw that it was basically in good condition and 
knowing that I can fix electrics anyway, I bought it. 

The car only had 22,000 miles on the clock. It wouldn’t 
start, but I jump-started it from my diesel and it fired up fine. It 




needed a bit of work, but it was a really, really quiet engine. He 
had been asking for £2000, but I got it for £700. A friend 
picked it up for me with his trailer and took it to his barn in 
Wetherby. I didn’t get to see the car for another two months. 
Then I started finding out what was wrong with it. I took the 
dashboard out completely, cleaned up the connections, 
replaced a relay and a couple of wires that had gone and then it 
sprang to life. It has an awful lot of wires, but that doesn’t 
worry me. I’ve rewired cars in the past, taken looms out of one 
Montego and put them into another so I know what I am 
looking at. If it was a newer car then I would be a bit lost, but 
I’ve learnt over the years what goes where on a Montego. 

Being an early car, this one has the digital dash that proved 
unpopular at the time and was quickly dropped in favour of 
more traditional analogue dials. The digital dash is a lovely 
period item, but to be honest you can’t see what it is telling you 
most of the time during daylight as it is not bright enough. 
They only made the digital dash for nine months, but now it is 
the thing to have. There are only four left that we know of, and 
this is the only one on the road. I also have a red Montego with 
the digital dash that is being restored, my friend has had one 
from new but his has been stored for years after a crash, and 
somebody came up to us at the NEC show last year to say that 
he has one he’s also had from new. 

The best known feature of the digital dash is that a 
synthesized voice reads out any warnings - door open, bonnet 
or boot open, low on oil, bulbs out and so on. The voice 
belongs to actress Nicolette McKenzie, and was a bit of a 
novelty rather than being really useful. When I had my first one 
in the early 1990s, every time I switched it on she would tell me 
that the car required a service. Every time. Back then I didn’t 
know how to reset it, but now I do - I’ve got a book that tells 
you everything, including the combination of buttons to reset 
the service interval. I’ve also got a FastCheck tool for the dash 
which checks everything in it. This is a plug-in tool, but you 
have to take the dash binnacle out to find the plug-in socket - 
not the most user-friendly set-up, but that is just how they did 
it. There are a surprising number of these tools around and you 
can get them for £20 or so because they are only good for the 
one model. They won’t even fit a Maestro as those have 
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Above: The digital 
display is small by 
modern standards 
-it is in the binnacle 
to the left of the 
main instrument 
cluster and above 
the heater vents. 
Unlike backseat 
drivers, it can be 
silenced at the push 
of a button. 
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different connections; good old British Leyland. 

Some spare parts for the Montego are now getting hard to 
come by. Panels, for example - since Hadrian went out of 
business, you can’t get sills any more. There were a couple of 
cover sills on eBay recently that went for £50 each, and I’ve got 
a proper full sill from MG-Rover tucked away in my stash of 
spares. I could get £120 for that, which is still not a lot of 
money, but prices are beginning to go up. 

Not that you need too many panels on a Montego. They rust 
at the backs of the sills, all around the rear arches, the bottom 
of the doors, and there is a box section at the back of the sill 
where it meets the arches that rots. The fronts of the sills go as 
well, but that is basically it and at least they all go in the same 
places. You can buy arch repair panels, while sills can generally 
be patched as they mostly go at the bottom and that is no 
reason to keep the car off the road. You can get three of the 
doors secondhand, but drivers doors are getting scarce now. 
Sadly the values of the cars are still too low to justify 
remanufacture of these panels. A Turbo or a talking dash car is 
worth a bit, but an Austin or Rover 1.6L Montego can be 
yours for about £400. You could pick up a reasonable car for 
£700 if you are not after one of the top specs, but really nice 
cars can go for £4000 or more. Prices are finally increasing, 
creeping up to £1100 or £1200 for a good one, which is still a 
lot of car for the money. The estates are always worth more; 
you are looking at about £1000+ for one of those. 

Talking of different Montego models, outsiders always want 
the MG because it commands the most money, but there are 
plenty of enthusiasts in the club who want a 1.3 Maestro 
(which are pretty common) or who are after a 1.3 Montego 
which are both very rare and very underpowered - it is the 
rarity that makes them desirable. And the 1980s are coming 
back into fashion now. All you get is: ‘My dad had one of 
those...'' It used to be the 1970s, but now it is the 1980s. 

And everybody wants the Turbo - an MG Montego Turbo is 
definitely top of the tree. The Turbos are not the most reliable 
though, and having driven so many different models, if I had a 
straight choice between an EFi and a Turbo, with all other 
things being equal I’d pick the EFi. If you leave a Turbo for any 
length of time, the carburettor tends to get clogged up. But 


behind the wheel it is a different matter - the Turbo is a 
completely different animal to drive. When you go round 
corners... well it doesn’t really go round corners, does it? You 
have to lower it for that because in standard form it leans a lot. 
If you have a good one, then it is a lot of fun, but they are 30 
years old now and things like vacuum pipes are starting to go. 
With the EFi, you just turn the key and off you go. You have to 
keep on top of a Turbo more, maintain it and drive it regularly. 

The EFi is much slower than the Turbo, though. You are 
talking four seconds of difference on the 0-60mph, and that is a 
lot. But you get to 2500rpm and the turbo kicks in. It just gives 
you a bit if extra grunt. When you go to overtake somebody, 
you don’t have to change down a gear, you just step on the gas. 
My Turbo will keep up with the V6 ZS180 I’ve got sitting on 
the drive out there up to about 95mph. The EFi is more 
progressive, so an easier and in some ways a lazier drive. Don’t 
get me wrong though because it was a fast car in its day, but 
engines have come on so much since then that today a 1.2 
Corsa will beat it from a standing start. 


Below: Jeff 
Patterson used 
to drive 
Montegos for 
work, covering 
50,000 miles a 
year. He is still 
driving them, 
but these days 
it is purely for 
pleasure. 




MONTEGO EFI 



Above: The MG 
Turbo is top of 
the Montego 
tree, but Jeff 
reckons that 
the EFi is more 
practical 
and still a 
creditable 
performer. 


This car has just come back from the 
paint shop, having a few rust spots tarted 
up. I’ve already replaced the headlining in 
it, which can be a tricky job. They used 
three different types of backing material, 
and some of the early ones are little more 
than cardboard. If you have a sunroof it is fine, 
but without that the lining starts to sag. You can 
recover them because usually it is only the foam that 
has gone, while the material and the backing are usually OK. 
You can get it out of the car through the front door without 
having to take the window out, just remove the headrests and 
lay the seats down flat. 

One thing you can’t get any more is the material for the seats, 
which is why I always buy rotten cars if the interior is good. 
What makes the difference between a car I will restore and one 
that I will break is the condition of its body. I don’t weld 
(though I plan to learn), so there are certain things that I can’t 
really repair. For example the fuel filler pocket rots from the 
inside out, and the car has to be totally stripped to repair that. 
But you can get good bits off the worst of cars. I bought a black 
Turbo for £60 a while back that had been standing in a field for 
years. It was completely rotten, but I got a wiring loom, the 


engine, a complete interior and headlining biscuit - some bits I 
kept and used, others I sold on. 

I know the Montegos used to be looked down upon in some 
quarters, but I’ve never had any problem with that. I am in the 
MG Car Club, the Maestro and Montego OC, and the Boston 
Classic Car Club as well. I am quite lucky with the local MGCC 
Centre in that its members have always had a variety of cars 
and I’ve never encountered any snobbishness at all. Even at the 
NEC with the Maestro and Montego OC this last November, it 
was the same as any other car - you get horror stories from 
some people complaining that ‘the damn thing never worked 
and it rusted away,’ but others remember what a great car 
theirs was. You take as you find. It doesn’t bother me one bit if 
a bloke likes my car or not. I like it, and that is all that matters 
to me. I am old enough not to worry what people think about 
me. If I was a young bloke I might get upset if people rubbished 
my car, but I am too old and too ugly to worry. ® 


Jeff pushed the appropriate buttons on the digital 
dash so that it cycled through its check procedure, 
and these are the possible faults the Nicolette 
McKenzie voiced for our listening pleasure: 
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X Warning. A fault has been 
detected. Pull over and 
have the oil level checked. 
Please refer to the vehicle’s 
handbook. 


X Warning. The parking 
brake is still on. 


X Warning. A fault has been 
detected. Have the brake 
fluid level checked. Please 
refer to the vehicle’s 
handbook. 


X Warning. A fault has been 
detected. Pull over and 
have the cooling system 
checked. Please refer to 
the vehicle’s handbook. 


X Warning. A door is open. 
Please see the vehicle 
map. 

X Low temperature: look out 
for ice. 


X Have the alternator 
checked. Please refer to 
the vehicle’s handbook. 


X A lamp has failed. Please 
see the vehicle map. 

X The boot is still open. 

X Have the brake pads 
checked. 


X Have the engine oil 
topped up. 

X Have the washer fluid 
topped up. 

X Have the coolant level 
topped up. 

X The fuel level is low. 


X A service is now required. 
Please refer to the vehicle’s 
handbook. 


X The lights are still on. 

/ All monitored functions 
are working correctly. 
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APPLE MG 

MG Dealer & Rover Specialist 


BEAUTIFULLY BRITISH 





MG’S Kent Sales & Parts Centre 

• MG Official Deoler 

• MG & Rover Parts Stockist 

• MG3 Stockist 

• MG6 Stockist ^ 

• MG Approved Used Car ProgrQnjj 

• Part exchange & Finance avalabiff 


MG’s Kent Service Centre 


MG Official/Xpart Dealer 
Servicing, MOT and repairs 
MGF & MGTF Specialist 
Over 30 years of MG Experienc 
Rover Specialist 
Soft Top repairs 


Sales & Parts - Lion Business Park • Dering Way • Gravesend • Kent • DAI 2 2DN *01 474 358712 


Technical & Service Centre - Comer Park Road • Meopham • Kent ‘DAIS OAL • 01 474 813060 



SUMMIT GARAGE 

“Family run MG Specialists Established 1 945” 


©SummitGarage 
o Summit Garage 


CALL NOW TO 
TEST DRIVE 
THE NEW 

MG3 

Top model only I 

£ 9,999 




NEW MG3 Style, Red Rose, 
available for immediate delivery. 

; Beat the waiting list! £ 9,999 


2011 (11) MGTF 135 2dr Convertible, 

Radiant red, Power steering. Leather 
seats. Alloy wheels 9k mis, £7,400 ] 


2014 (14) MG3 FORM SPORT 5dr, 

I Silver fox. Power steering. Alloy wheels, 

I Air conditioning. 1 k mis -- 


2005 (05) MG TF135 SUNSTORM. Starlight, 2012 (12) MG6 GT 1.8TTSE, 5dr in Granite 
2dr Convertible with 1 2 months Parts & I Grey. 1 8k mis. Tremendous specification 

Labour warranty included I „ann 

^ £3,900 ' ■ M600 TSE, one owner £7,900 


2005(55) MGTF 135 2dr Convertible, Silver, Alcantara 
& Leather Trim (over 1 35), Paint Finish - Metallic, - 
j Power steering, Alloy Wheels 26k mis £4000 ■ 


2001(51) MG MGF 1.8 TROPHY 160, 2dr, 
Trophy Yellow, 33k mis, service history, head 
gasket done, rare opportunity, 

£3,900 , 


2011(61) MG6 1.8T S GT 5dr, Granite 
grey. Power steering. Air conditioning. 
Alloy wheels 24k mis | 


2014 14 MG6 GTS 1.9 DTi, Rio Red, 

1 delivery miles, power steering, air con, 
i big saving over new £,|2 ggg 


2005(05) MG ZS120+ 5dr Hatchback, 

Royal Blue,29k mis, 12 months Parts & 
Labour warranty included 

£2,900 


2014(64) MGS STYLE 5dr Hatchback, Silver fox, 
Power steering, Air conditioning, Cruise control, 
DAB Digital Radio, Parking aid, Bluetooth and USB 
^Connector, Rear Spoiler 2k mis £8,900 


CALL SUMMIT GARAGE NOW! 

a: Summit are MG experts with full T4/T5 diagnostics. 
a Summit have fully trained MG Technicians. 
a Summit VMC and Experian check every used car. 

[7f Summit give 12 months warranty on every used car FREE. 
a Call Summit now as stock changes daily! 


Summit Garage, Himley Road, Lower Carnal, Dudley West Midlands, DY3 2RA. 01384 259555 

www.summitgarage. co. uk 
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MG TEN YEARS ON 



A decade in review 

Ten years ago, MG-Rover went into administration and the Longbridge 
gates were closed. Martin Williamson looks back over the following 
decade of highs and lows and pulls no punches to give his assessment 
of where MG is today - and where it might be in ten years time. 


pril 2005 is a month 
indelibly printed on the 
minds of enthusiasts of 
both MG and Rover 
cars. As the dust settled 
on MG-Rover’s demise, 
some enthusiasts 

replaced their cars from 
the sale of stock, convinced this was their last 
chance to buy a new example of their favourite 
marque. For fans of Rover this has since turned 
out to be the case, the Rover badge now being 
stored at the back of a Tata cupboard. But what 
of the MG brand? Oddly, the man in the street 
knows the Chinese now own the badge, but isn’t 
aware they are back in the UK and for sale, 
which probably reflects the poor sales numbers. 

Before looking at the present and into the 
future, let’s clarify the events of the last decade. 
In 2004 Shanghai Automotive Industry Corp 
(SAIC) bought the Intellectual Property Rights 
(IPR) to the Rover 25 and Rover 75. With a 
team of engineers on secondment from MG- 
Rover, SAIC began work on a replacement 


Rover 45 and updated Rover 75 that would 
benefit both parties. However, MG-Rover 
needed more money and, according to various 
sources, the Chinese government were prepared 
to back a joint venture if the UK government of 
the day would also back the deal to the tune of 
£150 million. But the UK government decided 
not to, ultimately leading to closure of 
Longbridge and the loss of 6000 direct jobs. 

Naturally many assumed that SAIC had 
engineered the situation in order to buy the 
business without any financial baggage. The 
administrators. Price Waterhouse Cooper, put 
the assets of the business up for auction and SAIC 
were there in the bidding, along with several rank 
outsiders. The winning bid, surprisingly, came 
from Nanjing Auto Corp (NAC) creating an 
awkward situation - SAIC owned the IPR, NAC 
had the assets and plant to make the cars. 

In very short order, much of what remained 
of the production facilities was shipped to a new 
plant in Nanjing. NAC established NAC MG 
UK Ltd as a holding company and kept up the 
lease for Longbridge (the Phoenix Four having 


sold the land to property developers a few years 
earlier), albeit on a much reduced footprint. By 
2008, the Rover 25 Streetwise was on sale in 
China as the MGS SW, the MG ZT as the MG 7 
and the MG TF was back in production. In the 
meantime, SAIC had launched the restyled 750 
having worked in conjunction with a team of 
former MG-Rover staff now employed by SAIC 
and Ricardo. SAIC were convinced they would 
be able to utilise the Rover badge, but Ford, 
having bought the Rover name from BMW in 
2006, refused permission and so the Roewe 
name was created for the Chinese market. 

In late 2007 NAC ran into the age old MG 
problem - despite having a Joint Venture with 
Fiat, they were struggling financially after 
presumably putting so much focus on their new 
brand. The Chinese government intervened, and 
in April 2008 a merger officially took place 
between SAIC and NAC. This gave SAIC a 
much needed export licence allowing them to 
export Roewe models with the MG badge, 
whilst NAC got access to much needed newer 
models in development. 
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2007 is where the UK story picks up again for 
MG enthusiasts, but 2008 is the point at which 
the MG ZR and MG ZT would no longer have 
complied with European car sales type approval 
without some significant updates, consequently 
limiting the return of the brand until newer 
models were available, much to the dismay of 
many a keen MG ZR and ZT owner. So NAG 
MG launched with the MG TF in the UK 
instead, assembling it at Longbridge. There had 
been significant development to bring the TF 
back because many of the original parts 
suppliers were no longer in business. Apart from 
some small changes to the front bumper and 
instrument cluster, and along with just one 
engine choice (the revised N-series 1.8 with 
135bhp), the TF was back, looking much as it 
had done previously in 2005. 

The launch model, the FE500, was a limited 
edition of 500 kitted out with a lot of extras 
such as leather seats, air-con and a hardtop at a 
list price of £16,399, cheap enough compared to 
the same specification in early 2005 that would 
have put the price at well over £20,000. The 


problem was that whilst there was much fanfare 
amongst the MG community at its return, there 
wasn’t much notice being taken by the general 
public. Even if Joe Public knew the TF was back, 
Joe Public would naturally think of head gasket 
failure combined with a slightly jaundiced view 
of Chinese manufacturing and dismiss the TF 
without a second’s thought. At this stage, 
Mazda were selling their unquestionably better 
third generation MX5 at a slightly higher price 
with a choice of engines and also in folding 
metal roof form. Add in the recession starting in 
2008 and sales of the TF were predictably slow. 

As the few hundred FE500s rolled out of the 
showrooms into the hands of MG enthusiasts, it 
soon became apparent that whilst mechanically 
the cars were reliable, build quality remained an 
issue with many of the FE500s having to be 
resprayed under warranty, followed by several 
recalls and problems with the reverse parking 
sensors. Some TFs were off the road for months 
on end whilst dealers attempted to sort the 
issues out. TF production stopped in 2011 after 
fewer than 1000 of the FE500, 135 and 85th 


models had been sold. 

A number of the new MG dealers were 
smaller specialists focusing on performance car 
sales. They were keen to have a new sports car 
on their forecourt, having signed up on the 
promise of new MG models on the way. During 
this period in early 2009, NAG MG UK Ftd 
changed its name to MG Motor UK Ftd under a 
change in management following the SAIC 
takeover. It took until May 2011 to see a new 
model in the showroom, the MG6 which came 
in just one body style, with one petrol engine 
(the TCi-TECH) and a manual five speed 
transmission. Clearly not a sports car, add in 
what many people still erroneously believe is a 
K-series Turbo petrol engine plus honest fuel 
economy and emissions figures that were not 
competitive with European benchmarks and the 
MG6 was unsurprisingly a slow seller. 

With only one model on offer targeting a 
declining sector of the market and the TF no 
longer available, many dealers gave up and sales 
suffered even further. Shortly after, in July 2011, 
the Magnette (saloon) was added to the range 
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and in December 2012 a new diesel engine was 
offered. Quite why no-one thought to hang onto 
the G-series diesel engine they already had is not 
known, but that unit is now owned by an Indian 
firm, Sonalika. All this was proving too little, 
too late. Press reviews of the MG6 were scathing 
of the bland interior and its lack of quality and 
refinement, whilst many MG enthusiasts felt it 
lacked the sporting appeal of the MG Z range 
and were quick to dismiss it owing to its Chinese 
origins and all that this implied in terms of the 
perception of quality and the belief that SAIC 
had forced the MG-Rover closure. 

Initially MG Motor UK relied on limited 
advertising budgets, with a short run of 
billboard ads and a television advertisement 
produced by Scott Ridley in Hong Kong. This 
played heavily on the past glories of the MGA 
and MGB, completely ignoring the ZR/ZS/ZT 
enthusiasts who were more likely to be the 
buyers of the MG6. A later campaign suggested 
that the MG6 was made in the UK, somewhat 
misleading as the cars are shipped in minus the 
front end and are completed on the line at 




Longbridge. There was also a clear lack of either 
product positioning or a memorable brand tag 
line. Worse, though, was the reliance on social 
media with an amateurish feel on the MG 
Motor UK Facebook page for displaying poor 
quality pictures of owners collecting their cars, 
or cars on display in shopping centres, and it 
wasn’t long before many MG enthusiasts were 
either totally apathetic or bemoaning the 
ineptitude of the company. 

It wasn’t all bad, however. The company had 
its moments with a shrewd move into the British 
Touring Car Championship, but failed to 
capitalise on that success. What we got at the 
end of 2012 was a questionable BTCC special 
edition that offered none of the power gains for 
which enthusiasts were calling. Worse, the 
company have yet to capitalise on their 2014 
manufacturer’s title win. Aside from the BTCC 
there have been other sponsorship deals such as 
the British Athletics and a cycling team, though 
again the value that these offered is debatable. 

Despite this the MG6 is not an essentially bad 
car. It may not compete with European brands 




NAC quickly drew up plans for a new factory to be built in China for their British 
acquisition (above), but the final assembly of UK MG6s takes place in Longbridge 
(left). The MG3 played the Cool Britannia theme well (top left) and has been very 
well received, while the GS SUV (below) targets a new sector for MG. 
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in terms of perceptible quality, but few have 
suffered mechanical gremlins and the majority 
of the problems have been minor niggles, with 
an above industry average percentage passing 
their first MoTs with no problems. Depending 
on the dealer, these minor issues in the main 
have been dealt with in a timely manner, even 
beyond the warranty period. The one notable 
comment on the MG6 has been the feedback 
from the 2014 AutoExpress driver survey which 
put the MG6 as the Best Handling Car in 
Britain, and it came 6th overall in the Best Car to 
Own category. Naturally some scoffed at the 
owners making this claim (and not surprisingly 
as the handling title has previously gone to the 
Skoda Yeti), but it is indicative of how much the 
owners love their MG6 that they made the effort 
to give the feedback and heap sufficient praise 
upon this aspect for it to achieve such a win. 

In June 2013, the MGS was launched amidst 
much fanfare at Silverstone in front of thousands 
of MG enthusiasts. The MGS, like the MG6, 
had been launched several years earlier in China 
and other overseas LHD markets. With the MG 
community being so prolific online, the car had 
already been judged negatively by some purely 
on looks. For the UK launch the MGS was given 
a small make-over to address issues that needed 
resolving for Europe, including the fitment of 
daylight running lights. However, yet again it 
was launched with just the one petrol engine, 
and in one five-door body style. Furthermore, 
on paper the New Small Engine (NSE) naturally 
aspirated, iron block 1.5L engine producing 
105Ps looked to be a retrograde step, lacking 
the low down grunt of even the 1989-designed 
105Ps 1.4L K-series 16V engine, and again with 
comparatively poor economy and emissions 
figures and only a five speed manual 
transmission; things were not looking good. 

At least the design team at SAIC Motor UK 
Technical Centre Ltd (SMTC), the UK 
engineering and design arm, had pushed the 
boat out in terms of adding more sporting 
appeal to the simple interior along with a list of 
personalisation options. With a more youthful 
appeal, in a growing sector of the market, and a 


more focused advertising campaign playing on 
the Cool Britannia theme plus more positive 
press reviews, the MGS has been a much greater 
success and sales have held a relatively steady 
average of around 150 cars per month, far 
better than the MG6 managed. Of course, this 
has also been helped by offering it at a much 
lower price than the competition with a low cost 
of servicing and a low Group 4 insurance, 
making for a very appealing second car or a first 
car for younger and/or budget conscious drivers. 
And the good news is that MGS buyers are a 
broad spectrum from teenagers to pensioners, 
with more buyers coming from outside of the 
enthusiast community. 

So as we approach the end of the first ten 
years, where is the business headed and how 
does the community feel about the brand now in 
its 91st (or 92nd) year? If you look purely at the 
growth over 2014, MG had the highest 
percentage (361%) of all manufacturers and 
added 24 new dealers. In real terms though, the 
percentage obscures the fact that the company 
are still only selling a relative handful of cars per 
month, with a 0.08% market share. Drilling 
further into those figures, some of the MGS 
sales are from MG6 owners either as trade-ins 
or as a second car for their partner. In addition, 
500 lower specification MG6s were supplied to 
Avis in 2012. When these found their way onto 
the secondhand market, the values started to 
slide resulting in zero miles pre-registered top 
specification MG6s selling at up to £6000 off 
the list price. In real terms the customer base is 
still very small, with the MGS mainly winning 
any conquest sales that MG gain. 

The question then is how can MG Motor UK 
Ltd stay in business with such a poor 
performance to date? One might argue that with 
the might of SAIC propping it up, profitability is 
not an issue. Certainly SAIC have invested 
heavily in the Longbridge facility to the tune of 
over £50 million, and SAIC achieved a creditable 
85th position in the Fortune Global Top 100 
companies ranking in 2014. 

The cynical believe MG Motor UK Ltd may 
simply be a ploy to convince the home market in 



The MG7 and TF did not sell well in 
China (top left), but the MG3SW was a 
surprising hit. Sponsorship and product 
placement of the MG6 in the UK (top) 
have not paid dividends, but SAIC have 
invested heavily In the UK design and 
development capability (above). 


China of the Britishness of the brand, but that 
begs the question: why not just fund the design 
studio rather than attempting to sell into a 
competitive, quality conscious and aspiration 
driven market like the UK? But with market 
share and sales also slipping in China, can SAIC 
afford to even have its own brand going 
forward, or would it be better relying on its JVs 
with VW and CM? Of the 4.4 million cars made 
last year by SAIC, fewer than 400,000 of them 
were their own Roewe and MG sales. Are the 
Chinese consumers just not convinced, either? 

To hear the MG corporate line, SAIC are in it 
for the long term with the aim of making MG a 
volume seller. The Chinese certainly don’t rush 
into anything, instead taking the slow and 
steady approach. But MG as a volume seller? 

That is a tough one to sell to Western enthusiasts, 
probably more so than starting again with a 
completely new brand. Most enthusiasts and 
the public alike perceive MG as a niche brand of 
sports cars sitting alongside a bigger brand. 

Whilst the Chinese were new to the concept of J 
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sectors of the market such as SUVs. The secret 
there, though, is that the new parent companies 
left design and production in the UK and 
financed the British teams to do what they do 
best - make cars that people want with a strong 
whiff of still being British. Exactly what NAC, 
and subsequently SAIC, should have done. 

At this point, ten years on, is it too late to 
change that? No. One of the richest companies 
in the world, Apple, has managed to make 
Made in China work for them. So what should 
SAIC do? As MG are not in the same league as 
MINI and JLR in terms of pricing, 
understandably SAIC will want to make use of 
lower cost production in China and Thailand. 
However, they need to do something to increase 
their sales. First off, they should design the cars 
to European standard from the start and then 
tweak for their own market. Currently, new 
models are designed for China, are visible for 
several years in numerous emerging LHD 
markets, then arrive in the UK looking a little 
jaded with negative perceptions already in place. 

Allied to a design-for-Europe philosophy, the 
next step must be to return to Western Europe 
and North America, the latter of which clearly 
requires a sports car. With sales returning to 
these two key historic markets, that in turn will 
start to create a sense of what the MG badge 
once was, leading to an enhanced brand 
perception in its home market of China, and in 
turn more domestic sales. Especially if the 
Chinese believe that what they are seeing 
launched is already on sale in Europe. 

That sports car. . . MG Motor UK management 
must be tired of being asked the question of 


when they will offer one. The fact it is 
continually being asked indicates just how much 
enthusiasts and the motoring press want to see 
one again. Not everybody will buy one, but the 
fact that it exists will create desire. That is a 
tough business case to justify on sales numbers 
alone, but one that unfortunately has to be done 
for a brand such as MG with its history. 
Understandably, in order to sell in volume it is 
necessary to offer cars that appeal to a broad 
market. At the same time though, you have to 
have a fun aspect to the business for those cars 
to be seen as desirable. For MG, that means the 
inevitable sports car. Not the Zero, the Icon or 
the more realistic MG EV, concepts that appear 
to have little relevance to the brand in Western 
enthusiasts’ minds. 

More importantly, MG need to build that 
halo model sports car and then continue to build 
around the values for which the MG brand once 
stood: Safety Fast. MG must get a sports car out 
there that they can sell in Europe, the USA and 
every other Western market that, in turn, 
inspires buyers in China. And not just stop at a 
sports car. MG must start creating halo models 
in each range, something like the MGS Trophy. 
One engine and transmission choice is just not 
good enough and will not create an aspirational 
lifestyle statement for buyers in the way that 
MINI and JLR have successfully done with their 
performance badges. 

Ultimately, most of those who bought the TF, 
the 6 and the 3 did so as enthusiasts based on 
MG’s promises of a brighter future. Trust and 
respect. These buyers invested in MG; now MG 
need to start delivering on those promises. ® 


MG ten years ago, the idea was to market the 
brand based on its British heritage. They have 
done that in China, with a tag line of Since 1 924 
used almost everywhere else except in the UK. 
They have played on the Cool Britannia theme 
in their marketing. To view the promotional 
material in other markets, it looks very 
professional, albeit at times with questionable 
English translations. 

So how come MG Motor UK Ltd have not 
consistently produced the same professionalism ? 
The marketing material has been adequate at 
best, but anodyne and lacking in spirit. There is 
no sense of what the brand was and where it is 
going. There is no sense of who buys an MG, no 
positioning so to speak. As some enthusiasts 
point out, the cars might just as well have some 
other Far Eastern badge on the nose. MG 
Motor UK have the toughest customer base to 
win over; the UK is, after all, the birthplace of 
the brand. MINI and Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) 
have proven that foreign ownership is not an 
obstacle to creating desire and selling cars 
globally to buyers hungry for a slice of British 
style. Nor is there a problem in changing the 
traditional perception of the company to 
include new products to take on newly emerging 

BTCC (below) has brought MG good 
exposure, and in 2015 that will include 
US TV. The MGS (bottom) has been very 
well received, and the EV Concept (top) 
also has potential. 
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Period Office / waiting room Mail order parts 


Vintage hat shop 


Engine building / tuning 


Period workshops 


Spea^to tfie entfiusiastic e:(perts 



Why trust your pride and joy to a garage that sees it as just another job. At Peter Edne/s your car will be worked on 
with the same enthusiasm as yourself with the added bonus of years of experience. 

Concentrating on solely MGs. Peter's knowledge & attention to detail has allowed him to build an unrivalled reputation 
throughout the MG community. 

The premises are based in a beautiful 300 year old Essex barn and house the period style workshop facility, parts 
department and classic car sale rooms with museum. 

A team of dedicated staff will carry out all aspects of MG 
restoration and refurbishment. Servicing, restoration, bespoke 
modification, five speed conversions, performance enhancement 
and of course XPAG engine refurbishment for which Peter is 
renowned. 

Soon to be added is the body shop catering solely for MG sports 
cars where our Rolls Royce trained coach work technician will 
perform magic, 


XPAG specialist. 

All MG engines 
rebuilt to the 
highest standard. 

Full three year, 
unlimited mileage 
warranty on all 
standard engines. 


Award winning restoration, 
bespoke modification work. 


Body repair, modification and 
refinishing. Panel alignment & 
repainting of all MG sports cars. 


www.peteredney.co.uk 


T: 01279 718899 


Email: mgparts@hotmail.co.uk 








Gs are often all about supporting the 
underdog or the unsung hero, the car that 
sits in the shadow of other manufacturers 
who seem to be regarded as superior, 
whether it’s the MGF and TF against the 
Mazda MX-5, or the ZR that’s neglected in 
favour of the Golf GTi and Focus STi. 
However, the advantages of supporting the 
underdog are that you get more for your money, you’re not 
following the crowds and you can produce some surprising 
results. Kristian Kassinen is one such person who appreciates 
what MG-Rover can offer. He’s owned seven MGs since 2007 
and managed to tune the engines and design some stunning 
looking products. When he was studying Mechanical and 
Manufacturing Engineering at Warwick back in 2008, he was 
involved in making custom audio installs and other audio 
related parts under the business name of Dark Ice Audio. 



‘I then started to branch out into universal car modification 
parts,’ he says, ‘such as our adjustable exhaust silencer baffle 
which had great reviews in Max Power and Fast Car 
magazines, and so I changed the name to Dark Ice Designs to 
reflect the non-audio related parts I was making.’ 

After owning several 1.4 K-series MG-Rovers, Kris bought a 
220D and discovered how easily it could be tuned with nothing 
more than a screwdriver and spanner, raising the power output 
from 84 to 1 lObhp by tweaking the mechanical fuel pump and 
turbo wastegate actuator. 

L-SERIES 

When, back in 2010, Kris bought the X-Power Grey MG ZR 
115 2.0L seen here, he spotted an opportunity. ‘I looked for 
performance products for the 2.0-litre L-series engine and 
realised that the few people who had been making them, such 
as hobbyists like Wingy and DonnyDiesel on the MG-Rover. 
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MG Rover fan, mechanical and 
manufacturing engineer and 
owner of Dark Ice Designs, 
Kristian Kassinen has developed a 
number of tuning products for the 
diesel and petrol engine Z-cars. 
One of his test cars is this diesel 
engined ZR that now produces 
185bhp and 2601b.ft of torque. 

Wordsand pictures: Rob Hawkins 






org forum, had moved on from the scene and you could no 
longer get these parts,’ he explains. ‘But I had the manufacturers 
in place and the necessary skills to start making these parts 
again that you could no longer buy, such as EGR blanking 
valves and turbo outlet pipes.’ 

New tuning products were soon being developed, including 
strut braces for the ZR and ZS (including the equivalent Rover 
models), short shifters (quick shift) for the PGl and R65 
gearboxes, turbo hose kits, uprated anti-roll bars and camber 
adjustment kits. Kris found that whilst a remap or tuning box 
could help to produce more performance, the standard MAE 
(mass air flow) sensor on the ZR is prone to degradation. This 
can be resolved with a device such as a Digimafam which 
amplifies the MAE signal, and on the early ZR and ZS he’s 
discovered this can even increase performance. 

He also found difficulties with the front and rear strut braces 
that were available for the ZR, explaining: ‘The offerings on 


the market were mainly for show, with thin aluminium bars, 
pivots and joints and thin joining bolts, all of which massively 
reduce the stiffness of the strut brace. We designed and 
developed a strut brace that was solid, designed to work and fit 
all the engines - a tough task!’ 

After designing, making and fitting a front strut brace, Kris 
was impressed with the results, saying: ‘The first time we fitted 
the prototype front strut brace we were blown away by the 
difference it made; even simply changing lanes on the 
motorway was immediate without any sloppiness or 
wallowing. It was a fantastic start to our range of strut braces. 
A rear strut brace quickly followed that was designed to bolt 
on with no drilling and to minimise any boot space loss.’ Kris 
was the first to develop a strut brace for the ZS range, admitting 
there were a lot of difficulties, especially with the lack of space 
in the KV6 engine bay, and it took many prototypes to get to a 
design that worked and fitted all engines. 


> 
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DARK ICE ZR DIESEL 


MANDREL BENT 

The biggest modification fitted to the ZR seen here is a custom 
built Garret GT1752 turbo, which replaces the standard 
GT1549 unit. ‘After lots of trial and error we got it fitted with a 
custom mandrel bent stainless downpipe, reducer hose and 
modified oil feed,’ Kris explains. ‘We had been monitoring 
EGT, boost and EMP for some time with the standard turbo 
and then with the new turbo fitted to ensure that there would 
be no head lift problems, something commonly associated with 
the earlier hybrid turbos people had experimented with. The 
first time on the dyno, it made 176bhp. This wasn’t enough, so 
we fitted a front mounted intercooler to help produce a colder 
and denser charge and the next dyno run was 185bhp with 
260lb.ft - some good figures.’ Kris admits that with a larger 
turbo there is an increase in turbo lag, but the extra torque and 
high rpm performance more than makes up for it. But he warns 
that fitting a custom turbo is not for the faint hearted, as it often 
involves a lot of trial and error, work, patience and ultimately 
money, but that the results are worth it. 

Kris has been unlucky in some cases with the products he has 
developed. He worked alongside Longlife Oxford to produce a 
range of 2.5in mandrel bent (no crush bends) stainless steel 
exhaust systems for the MG ZR and ZS. In his opinion, these 
are a big improvement over the stock 2.25in draw bent steel 
systems with the restrictive back boxes. ‘We had the very first 
prototype fitted to our car,’ he says. ‘It offered a great sound 
and great performance, and with a lifetime warranty. 
Unfortunately Longlife Oxford closed down and the exhaust 
systems were discontinued.’ 

Other troubles were easier to fix, such as when the standard 
rubber intake hoses started to fail due to increasing the boost 
pressure. This is because the rocker cover vents hot, oily gases 
into the air intake system, which degrades the rubbers hoses 
and so they split. Kris replaced the standard rubber hoses with 
silicone hoses and launched a new kit. To prevent the air intake 
system blocking up with oily sludge, he has fitted a modified oil 
catch can and blanked off the EGR valve. 

‘Blanking the EGR valve results in better fuel economy and 
performance,’ explains Kris, who also found this modification 
produces less smoke from the exhaust. The only downside of 
blanking off the EGR valve in this case concerns the fact that if 
it’s water cooled, the engine takes a little longer to warm up and 
the engine management light is switched on in post-2004 cars. 

The biggest performance gain for the L-series diesel is found 
by fitting the injectors from the Rover 220/420/620 (commonly 
known as SDI injectors) and increasing the boost to around 
19psi. Kris found an additional 25bhp and plenty of extra 
torque from these modifications and explains: ‘The injectors 
are very straightforward to fit (get yourself a slide hammer) and 
increasing the boost either requires adjustment of the turbo 
wastegate or fitting a boost controller. Unfortunately, fitting 
SDI injectors can increase off-boost smoke and reduce fuel 
economy, but these can both be improved with a remap.’ 

SHIFTINGSHORT 

‘People have been making short shifters on their PGl gearbox 
cars by cutting the gearstick between the pivot and end and 
welding in an extra piece of metal,’ explains Kris. ‘We wanted 
to develop a product that would not require trial and error and 
an ability to weld!’ So Kris has created a short shifter that’s 
bolted onto the bottom of the gearstick and allows a shorter 
throw for quicker shifting. In developing this product he 
discovered lots of Rover peculiarities; the welding of the linkage 
counterweight at any old angle and the change in diameter of 
the gear stick bottom housing are some examples. 

Other easy to fit products include a set of bolt-on bonnet 
struts. Most modern cars now have gas struts fitted which help 
lift and hold the bonnet up, and Kris wanted to offer this to ZR 
and ZS owners. However, he discovered that the universal kits 
available required drilling and welding. ‘It took some clever 
thinking to develop our first range of bolt-on bonnet gas struts,’ 
he says. ‘As an engineer, I am never happy until the product is 
perfect and so we went back to the drawing board and 


Tech Spec 

Model: MG ZR 115 

Year of manufacture: 2004 

Engine: Remapped 2.0 litre 
diesel (L-series) with SDI injectors, 
Garret GT1752 turbo running at 
22psi with Turbosmart boost 
controller, performance turbo 
outlet pipe, silicone boost and 
coolant hoses, de-cat pipe with 
full 2.5 inch mandrel bent 
stainless exhaust system and 
free flowing rear silencer, EGR 
removed and blanked, foam 
open cone air filter, Digimafam, 
oil catch can, front mounted 
intercooler 

Gearbox: PGl five speed manual 


with short shifter and CG 
Motorsport dual friction clutch 

Brakes: Servo assisted dual 
circuit system, single piston 
calipers all round with front 
caliper adaptor brackets and 
316mm MINI vented discs and 
Pagid brake pads 

Suspension: Standard front 
MacPherson struts and lower 
arms with 25mm anti-roll bar and 
upper strut brace. Rear trailing 
arms with coil springs and 
dampers, 19mm anti-roll bar, 
upper strut brace 

Wheels and tyres: MG ZS 17in 
11-spoke alloy wheels with 205/45 
Continental Sport Contact tyres 


developed a Mk2 version of the bonnet gas struts that were 
cheaper and easier to fit and required less maintenance.’ 

Kris has found that one of the biggest problems facing the ZS 
petrol engine cars concerns the clutch hydraulics. ‘The OEM 
parts are made from plastic and very thin metal resulting in 
unexpected failures and a terrible clutch feeling,’ he explains. 
‘An X-Power forum member called Sheddist developed a kit 
utilising metal hydraulic cylinders and it was a big hit. It has 
turned out to be one of the primary modifications to do on a 
petrol PGl MG ZS.’ Unfortunately, Sheddist stopped 
producing the kit several years ago, so Kris decided to see if he 
could reintroduce it. He reverse engineered it and, based on 
feedback from Sheddist’s original customers, improved on the 
design. A similar kit for the ZS diesels has now been launched. 

BIGGERBRAKES 

With more performance from his ZR, Kris realised he needed 
to improve the car’s stopping power. ‘At first I fitted EBC Green 
Stuff pads, but I wasn’t impressed,’ he comments. ‘There was a 
lot of brake dust, but more disappointing was the feel of the 
brakes when cold - it was very uninspiring. As soon as the 
brakes warmed up the Green Stuff pads came into their own 
with no fade and good performance, but unfortunately they 
weren’t for me. I did not like the feeling of pressing on the brake 
and not knowing whether they were warm and going to work 
or cold and lack lustre. I wanted consistency.’ 

There are several big brake kits available for the Z-cars, but 
larger discs and multi-piston calipers can cost as much as the 
value of the car. Kris wanted a cheaper solution and developed 
a 10mm thick laser cut steel adaptor bracket for the front 
brakes, which alters the mounting of the caliper and carrier, 
allowing a larger 316mm vented disc from the BMW MINI 
Cooper to be fitted. This provides a 25% increase in the 
braking performance over a standard disc. The adapter bracket 
kit costs £40 and a set of MINI Cooper discs costs around £60, 
which can be fitted with standard ZR Pagid pads that cost 
around £10-15, so all in all a very affordable upgrade. 

The larger discs can only just be fitted with 16in wheels 
(providing no balancing weights have been fitted), so Kris 
recommends 17in wheels should be used instead. He has 
chosen 11 -spoke alloys from the ZS, which in his opinion are 
the best looking MG-Rover wheels. He’s refrained from 
lowering or heavily modifying the suspension, other than the 
aforementioned strut braces, plus a rear anti-roll bar. 

‘Eitting a rear anti-roll bar is a brilliant way to improve the 
handling of a EWD car and it was a shame Rover did away 
with their rear anti-roll bars in the year 2000 as part of a cost 
cutting agenda,’ he asserts. ‘We had already fitted a standard 
Rover BRM rear anti-roll bar, which is no longer available, and 
got comments from our passengers about how flat our ZR 


Top right: Two 
litre L-series 
diesel now 
produces an 
impressive 
185bhp. 
Splatter effect 
and anodised 
caps are some 
of the cosmetic 
upgrades from 
Dark Ice 
Designs. 

Centre left: 
Boost and EMP 
(exhaust 
manifold 
pressure) 
gauges help to 
keep an eye on 
the engine and 
all its extra 
power. 

Centre middle: 
11-spoke 17in 
alloys from the 
ZS are the best 
wheels for the 
ZR in Kris’s 
opinion. Note 
the adapter 
bracket allows 
larger 316mm 
vented discs 
from the MINI 
Cooper to be 
fitted at the 
front of theZR. 

Centre right: 
Rear strut 
brace firms up 
the handling 
(along with a 
rear anti-roll 
bar), and takes 
up minimal 
luggage space. 
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Left: Front 
upper strut 
brace reduces 
suspension 
wallow in Kris’s 
opinion. 


Below left: Kris 
admits his ZR is 
a test mule and 
has a selection 
of gauges 
fitted to the 
dashboard to 
monitor the 
engine. 

Below: Dark Ice 
MG resin dome 
badges 
provide an 
alternative for 
the octagonal 
logo. 



went around corners. We then went one step further and 
produced our own rear 19mm anti-roll bar that is 25% stiffer 
than Rover’s offerings.’ 

Some tuning products haven’t always gone to plan. For 
example, a set of glowing coolant hoses was set to be a big seller 
and a lot of time, effort and money was spent in order to make 
a set of prototypes. ‘Unfortunately the hoses were difficult and 
expensive to make, and the resultant product was too delicate 
to feasibly move forward with it,’ explains Kris. That hasn’t 
stopped him designing and creating though, and he has more 
plans in the pipeline. These include a full set of anodised 
aluminium engine caps, a big turbo kit, 40mm lowering 
springs, a selection of exterior styling parts and several 
components for the ZS 180. 

Kris’s ZR in our pictures is a long term test mule that makes 
for an entertaining drive. He’s not afraid to push the engine and 
handling to the limit. ‘The car is brilliant fun to drive already,’ 
he exclaims, ‘but once you start on the tuning journey, you can 
never have enough power. We would like to fit a VNT turbo at 
some point to increase overall power beyond the 200bhp mark 
and reduce the turbo lag. The car might end up going lower 
and on different wheels at some point too.’ 

And all this on the unlikely base of a diesel. So is Kris 
convinced that diesel power is the way forward and the right 
choice for an MG? ‘I don’t think I could go back to a petrol car 
after this diesel,’ he admits. ‘I have better performance, 
40+mpg, an engine that will last hundreds of thousands of 
miles - and a great looking car too.’ 


Contact 

Dark Ice Designs LLP 
Tel: 07413 320 847 
Website: www.clarkicedesigns.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ 
darkicedesigns 

Email: sales@darkicedesigns.com 
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RESTORATIONS 


Tel +44 (0)1274 585161 Direct workshop line: +44 (0)7804 077849 Fax: +44 (0)1274 532772 
E mail : aJa s tair @ nay lorbrodi ers , oo ,uk c raig@ naylor broth ers. co. uk 

www.naylorkrotlieris. co.uk fi 

AireJale Garagt^, I lollins I lill, Sliipley, Yorkshire Rl.)17 7QN En^lanil 

Open 8.30am - Spui Mon- rri. Satin Jay liy *ippointiiieiit 


*W^lien Only Tke 
Best Is Goo J Enou 

For over 45 years tke name of Naylor Brotkers kas keen synonymous witk tke 
very finest standards of craftsmans kip. From Triple M; T-Type, MGA, 
MGB and C, and tkxougk to Austin I lealey. 

Restorations tliat undeniakly stand tke test of time. 

Specialists in: 


• Bodywork & coackwork restoration 

• Meckanical & electrical renovation 

• Cliassis renovalion & manufacture 

• Competition preparation 


if you. are looking for tke kest for full or part restoration, or routine service, contact tke team. 




'fTECHNICALQ&A 



Have you got a technical problem with your MG? If so, the 
combined expertise of Roger Parker and the MGOC 
Workshop may be able to help. For details of how to 
access this free service, see information box beiow. 


ZT-T wheel nut aggravation 


Q While my 2004 ZT-T was in the 
garage for some work, they rang to 
say that it had a rapid puncture in one 
front tyre. I asked them to fit the spare, 
but they rang back to say that they 
could not remove the security bolt and 
they were afraid that if they tried 
harder, they would break something. At 
the time I could think of no alternative 
but to have them go ahead and try 
harder. The result was that they 
mutilated the security bolt adaptor and 
could still not remove the wheel. When 
they tried to drill it out, they found the 
bolt was impossibly hard so that is 
mutilated as well! 


I then had them inflate the tyre using 
foam so that I could drive the car home, 
where it is now stuck. I have tried using 
a chisel to turn the bolt, but I only 
succeeded in breaking the end off my 
chisel. I have bought a set of bolt 
extractors, but I am going to have to 
have one of these machined down so 
that it will fit between the bolt head and 
the wheel, and even then the hardness 
of the bolt might defeat me. Have you 
any bright ideas on this one please? 

A A car of this age would originally have 
been fitted with the McGard security 
wheel bolt the one that has the ‘flower 


pattern’ indented head and needs the 
correct pattern tool to engage in the ‘flower’ 
recess to remove the bolt. Unfortunately too 
many who remove these do not take 
enough care in ensuring that the tool is fully 
engaged so when torgue is applied, the tool 
slips and damage is done to the tool and 
locking bolt. It has been my belief for very 
many years that wheel locking nuts and 
bolts are only good for giving owners grief, 
as there are a number of effective tools on 
the market to remove these without the 
need of the locking tool. Of course it is also 
possible that the locking bolts have been 
changed for a different type, but there are 
solutions to remove them all. 

Interestingly a common marketing 
approach for these removal tools is aimed 
at owners who have bought a car with no 
locking tool because it is lost or damaged. I 
have for many years removed security bolts 
from my cars and replaced them with a 
standard nut or bolt. Interestingly, as many 
wheel bolts and nuts have common 
dimensions, you can use one from another 
manufacturer that works Just as well and 
actually looks slightly different. I’ve done this 
and had tyre fitters ask me for the locking 
tool as they assume it is a locking nut or 
bolt. This means there is the security 
projection of a locking nut/bolt, but in reality 
there will never be grief for the owner. The 
other point to make is that alloy wheels on 
MG-Rover cars simply are not attractive to 
thieves anymore, and any theft is likely to be 
of the whole car or of property inside. 

This of course doesn’t address the current 
situation, and options will have been 
reduced by the distortion and damage to 
the locking bolt that has occurred in the 
attempts to remove it so far. By far the most 
common method of removal without the 
original locking tool is to use one of the now 
relatively common sockets that have a left 
hand cutting thread on the inside, or a > 




The MG Owners’ Club Workshop is based at the MGOC 
Headquarters at Swavesey, Cambridge and offers a complete 
range of services to meet all your MG requirements. 

Tel: 01954 231125 www.mgownersclub.co.uk 


MGOC 



The MG Enthusiast 
Helpline is brought to you 
by Roger Parker and the 
technical team at the 
MGOC workshop, who 
kindly provide the 
expertise to solve your 


problems. So if you are 
having trouble with your 
MG and need some help, 
please send full details to: 

Simon Goldsworthy, 

MG Enthusiast, 

Kelsey Media, 


PO Box 978, 

Peterborough PEI 9FL or 

email them to mg.ed@ 
kelseypb.co.uk 

We will reply to all 
gueries as guickly as 
possible, but some 


guestions may reguire 
research so please allow 
up to 28 days. Please note 
that this is a free service, 
and some complex 
guestions may reguire 
more time than we can 


reasonably allow. In which 
case we will let you know. 

Neither MG Enthusiast 
nor the MGOC can accept 
liability for loss, damage or 
injury resulting from 
replies to readers’ gueries. 
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rTECHNICALQ&A 


variation of internal design that has a pattern 
that goes over the end of the locking bolt 
and is tapped with a hammer to engage 
before then being driven by a nut runner or 
turned using a tommy bar. As turning 
motion is applied, the tool inner face cuts 
into the locking bolt and the grip is almost 
always adequate to unscrew it as easily as 
the proper security tool does, in some cases 
more easily I suffered a broken McGard 
security nut on the MG F a few years ago 
where the top sheared off, and one of these 
removal sockets took around 10 seconds to 
remove the remains. This was another 
reason why I don’t like locking wheel nuts 
and bolts, and the plethora of removal tools 
that have arrived on the market simply 
reduces their security value, but here they 
have real value and I will mention a couple. 

There is not a great deal of room 
between the undamaged head of the 
McGard locking bolt and the hole in the 
wheel in which it sits with ZT wheels and if 
the damage to the bolt is more than minor, 
then the chances are that this type of 
removal tool will not fit as indeed you have 
found to be the case. This leaves few 
practical options, and the most common 
would be to drill the centre of the head of 
the locking bolt. This can be done with 


sharp, high quality drill bits. Use a centre 
punch mark to create the centre point for 
starters, and then drill with a small diameter 
bit to Just deeper than the depth of the 
head of the bolt (use one of the other bolts 
to get the right measure). Then slowly drill 
out more of the head using successively 
slightly larger drills until you reach the same 
size of drill as the bolt’s thread diameter. 

Now the head of the bolt can be broken off, 
meaning that you can remove the wheel 
and then concentrate on removing the 
remaining bolt thread. 

At this point it will probably be best to 
clean the end of the exposed thread and 
screw on a new nut to about half the depth 
of the nut, then fill the remaining thread with 
a pool of weld. This weld has two major 
functions. One is that it will obviously rigidly 
secure the new nut to the remaining thread, 
but probably as important is that the heat 
which is generated will penetrate right 
down the bolt thread - and heat is still the 
best lubricant to shift seized nuts and bolts. 
Whilst the bolt is still extremely hot, it should 
then be quite easy to unscrew the remains 
of the bolt via the new head. Clearly what I 
have described is the use of a range of tools 
that is probably only found in a few home 
garages and mostly will be the preserve of a 


good garage, and that is where I would 
suggest you go. 

As a matter of interest (I expect it will be 
unsuitable for this instance), as heat is the 
best lubricator of seized nuts and bolts 
there are professional tools that utilise an 
electric heating coil that is slid over seized 
nuts and bolts to heat them in a very 
localised way to achieve their release. One 
specific use for these is aimed at wheel nuts 
and bolts with the intention that the wheel 
doesn’t become damaged, but these kits 
cost many hundreds of pounds so once 
again we look at garages, and of course 
motoring organisations such as the AA and 
RAC who face these problems with roadside 
punctures on a daily basis. 

Additionally there are specific tool kits 
designed to remove McGard locking nuts 
and bolts when the ‘flower’ pattern has been 
damaged. In simple terms the kit allows a 
special adapter to be hammered onto the 
end of the nut/bolt and it forms a pattern 
that engages on the nut/bolt and allows it to 
be undone. Here though the intention is to 
remove these when the original locking tool 
has been lost or damaged and so the nut/ 
bolt is not over tightened and not seized, 
and again at a cost of several hundred 
pounds is hardly a DIY tool. 


Over-reading rev counter 


My 1965 MGB tachometer is over reading. It was 
calibrated some time ago so ought to be good, but it 
appears to be over reading by about 25%. Is this an 
electrical fault? Someone has suggested to me that it is, 
but where do I begin looking to cure this? The car is still 
positive ground/earth and it is standard ignition. 

A I feel that the answer relates to the relatively common 
situation that the electrical components used in the RVI 
series of tacho (used between 1964 and 1972 in the MGB) have 
always been regarded as ‘flaky’ and subject to error and 
component degradation. In some ways these have been 
compared to trying to set up slightly worn SU carbs when you 
get the carb set up one day and the idle is smooth and the 
response is crisp, yet the following day the idle has become 
rough and they need setting up again. The RVI tacho seems to 
offer a similar path where the unit can be calibrated to show 
accurate readings one day, but this doesn’t last and it is often not 
then possible to calibrate accurately without component 
replacement by a specialist. 

This then raises the common question of whether you can 
convert the electronics inside from your RVI to the later and 
much more stable RVC type of rev counter, and this has been a 
common route for very many years. In addition to the 
conversion of the tacho, there is a small wiring change needed 
because rather than the RVI system of responding to the current 
flow seen between the ignition switch and the coil as measured 
through a coil on the back of the RVI tacho (or inside for the later 
ones), the RVC series is connected directly to the distributor side 
of the coil and responds directly to the coil being switched by the 
points (or electronic ignition switch). For an MGB this would 
mean the white wires that connect to the back of the RVI tacho 
are disconnected and permanently joined together and a new 
wire connected to the distributor side of the coil (usually negative 
but read on) that on the post-1972 cars is seen as the white/black 
wire on circuit diagrams. 


The problem for all pre-1968 MGBs with RVI tachos is that 
originally the cars were positive earth and RVC tacho 
conversions are all based on a negative earth, so simply 
changing to the later RVC tacho or converting the inner 
workings to RVC type is not possible unless the car’s earth is 
changed too. However, it appears that Spiyda Design offer an 
insulated box conversion that can allow the RVC working to be 
used on a positive earth vehicle to benefit from the more reliable 
and stable RVC tacho function and ability to work with electronic 
ignition (some of which are compatible with positive earth). Go to 
www.spiyda.com/magento/index.php/smiths-rvi-rvc- 
conversion-external.html 
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YOURMGs 


Introducing the cars you own 


A view from behind 
the dashboard! 

A lot of people are finely tuned Into their MGs, and can detect the 
slightest sign of unhappiness before a full-blown problem develops. 
But David Sowman has taken this one step further and can actually tell 
what his MGB is thinking! This was how the car viewed a recent run... 

Words: CWT768H Pictures: David Sowman 
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I t is a fine warm Tuesday 
when my driver, David, 
tells me we are going on 
an MG run in Yorkshire’s 
High Dales this coming Sunday. 
Oh good! It will be about 100 
miles or so and the start is 
some 100 miles away, at Tebay 
Services on the M6 in Cumbria. 
That means an early start on 
Sunday to reach the start 
venue in good time. Ugh! 

But first let me introduce 
myself. I am a 44 year old, 
bright red 1970 chrome 
bumper MGB Roadster. I have 
wire wheels and overdrive, 
have been partially restored 
and a wee bit modified here 
and there. The paint Job has a 


good finish which catches 
people’s eye, especially as it 
contrasts so well against the 
re-chromed bumpers. However 
my guarterlights and door 
handles are still original worn 
chrome items which, while not 
looking fantastic, do lend an air 
of originality to my appearance 
with their nice period patina. 
David bought me from a guy 
living over the ‘Hill’ somewhere 
south west of Manchester and 
we’ve been together now for 
around six years, happy ones 
for us both I’m glad to say. 

Anyway, back to the plot. 
During the week I get my usual 
preparatory once-over. All fluid 
levels are checked and topped 


up where reguired. My twin SU 
carb dampers are topped up 
with oil and he might try and 
solve any odd little things that 
he has noticed during previous 
outings, like that oil breather 
pipe along the top of my rocker 
cover that is loose and rattling 
(it’s just a broken P-clip that 
needs replacing). Inside I get a 
good vacuuming (ooooooh 
what a lovely feeling that is!) so 
that I look and feel really good 
in there. He actually bought me 
a new pair of MGOC floor mats 
a short while back and they 
really raise the tone of my 
interior appearance, making 
me feel guite smart. Externally 
he gets out the bucket and 


sponge and gives me a 
thorough washing. He always 
leathers me down thoroughly 
afterwards so that I am both 
clean and dry. If there’s time 
and the weather is OK, he’ll 
also get out the polish and give 
me a good going over (...ah, ah, 
keep going David, yes just that 
other little bit, please ...oh yes, 
that Just felt so cool!) And now I 
even smell nice as well as look 
good. Then it’s off to the 
garage for some much-needed 
petrol, the good quality stuff 
please chum so that I don’t 
pink and misfire; I hate ethanol. 

Come Sunday morning and 
I’m ready. It’s cloudy but not 
too cold. He’s packed his usual 
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stuff needed for a day out 
(chairs, picnic, coats, hats and 
so on); also some tools and 
top-up oil for the cards. I always 
seem to suck all the oil out of 
them during the day, then they 
flutter and I run a bit rough, as 
he has found out once or twice. 
He treats me very well so I try 
to repay him by not letting him 
down mechanically during 
events. His pal, Colin, arrives to 
navigate him. David’s wife Pam 
doesn’t get on too well with 
me, she cannot seem to get 
comfy in my seats. This is a 
shame as I like her a lot. 
(Actually I sometimes feel she 
might be Just a little bit jealous 
of me as she thinks David 


probably spends a little too 
much time with me instead of 
her. Probably true at times, but 
she shouldn’t take it to heart as 
I know without any doubt that 
she is David’s first love). After 
setting off, we run through 
some light rain on the way 
over, rather spoiling my lovely 
clean look, but it is only light 
and doesn’t last long so does 
not muddy me up much. 

At the start, after parking 
where instructed, he and Colin 
potter off to register, collect the 
route information and no 
doubt drink their customary 
coffee. Meanwhile, I’ve been 
parked up next to a very nice 
MGB. We strike up a 


conversation and soon find we 
have much in common 
(obviously, you might think, 
both being MGBs!). She is very 
nice and I think we could get 
along well, if our owners would 
only let us. But here they are, 
coming back already, meaning 
that it must be time to go. 

Saying a guick cheerio to my 
new friend and giving her a 
crafty wink (oh yes, you didn’t 
know I could do that, did you?), 
David fires me up, checks all 
systems are OK then off we 
roll. Now, I can’t read maps, I 
just go where I’m steered, but I 
do know that I am enjoying the 
way we are headed. The roads 
guickly turn into those twisty 


but nice narrow country lanes, 
though often with nasty big 
potholes right where my 
wheels wanted to go. David’s 
not that good at avoiding them 
but, since I can usually see 
them long before he does, I 
can brace myself to some 
extent, using my suspension to 
reduce the effect on all my bits 
- and on his teeth fillings. We 
go for many miles like this and 
the views are wonderful. After 
some time we stop at a lovely 
spot on the roadside high up in 
the hills with a magnificent 
view. They get out and start 
guzzling food, while I just sit 
there guietly ticking as I cool 
down. I was getting a trifle 
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another fine driving road and, 
surprisingly, guite smooth. It’s 
the sort of road I was designed 
for and I start to really enjoy 
my day Just so much more. 
David really pushes the 
hammer down now so that we 
are travelling pretty fast. He 
snicks my gear lever through 
the ‘box of cogs exactly as I 
reguire, caresses the steering 
wheel with little tweaks when 
needed, then presses those 
pedals at exactly the right 
moments so as to get the best 
out of me. I respond by 
whipping those pistons up and 
down at a ridiculous rate, 
sucking increasingly massive 
amounts of petrol through the 
cards in stunningly accurate 
guantities and firing it all in my 
cylinders at precisely the right 
microsecond to make it all 
count. Oh I do so like it when 
he asks me for some real 
performance, it happens so 
infreguently, yet we both 
obviously love it. After a while, 
he and I seem to gel almost 
into one and perform as a 
well-oiled unit. He knows 
exactly what he can do with 
me and can position me on the 
road almost to the centimetre. 
He is good too at sensing my 
limits of adhesion and braking 
and, although he gets some 
slight tyre sgueal out of me on 
occasions, we are never in any 
danger of flying off the road or 
hitting things. This was almost 


puffed up that last hill you see, 
and he was a bit slow at 
switching on the auxiliary fan 
that helps keep me cool. No 
harm done though and they 
go off to take photos and 
admire the view. Well that’s an 
important part of their reason 
for doing this run, isn’t it? 

So now it seems time to 
tackle the second half. They 
climb in, belt up, fire me up and 
we continue the journey. All 
goes well at a steady relaxed 
pace for a while. Then guite 
suddenly I sense anxiety and 
tension in the cabin. It seems 
they have somehow missed 
the slot down to Hawes and we 
have gone miles out of our 
way. When many miles later we 
come to a T junction, they 
consult the map and make 
some decisions. David believes 
you have to arrive back at the 
finish within an allotted time 
allowance to get your finisher’s 


award - and he really wants 
his! Time is of the essence and 
he reckons that if he pushes 
me hard we could make it. So 
yippee, off we go for some 
guicker stuff. It’s guite a good 
road back towards Hawes and, 
although he doesn’t know the 
road, David starts putting the 
hammer down a bit, passing 
other cars at the earliest 
opportunity and straightening 
the road at every point he can. 
He’s going fast now, yet guite 
within his and my capabilities, 
such that Hawes comes up 
within about 15 minutes or so 
after some exhilarating driving. 

Hawes is a designated ten 
minute comfort stop, but David 
and Colin both feel OK and 
decide to cross their legs and 
try to make the finish in time. 
This means that I don’t get my 
breather either - oh bother! 
Slotting onto the road towards 
Ingleton, they find this to be 
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seventh heaven for me and I 
could sense David’s enjoyment 
as I observe him from my 
dashboard spy point grinning 
from ear to ear like a Cheshire 
cat. Do you remember hearing 
about those FI drivers who say 
that when they get a car tuned 
to their particular liking, they 
are ‘in the zone’ and feel that 
they can do anything with their 
car and know how to push it to 
the absolute limit with supreme 
confidence? Well it’s a bit like 
that with David and me. It is 
actually guite difficult to 
express this in words that 
adeguately describe the 
sensation, but it’s a fantastic 
experience for us both. 

Colin meanwhile has turned 
rather guiet and a bit pale, but 
hangs on for dear life. He says 
that the brakes on his side 
don’t seem to be working very 
well - cheeky so and so! He 
also offers to clean the seat 
should the worst happen; well 
you really couldn’t ask for 
more, could you? And he 
suggests that David later tries 


to bash out those two foot 
impressions now embedded in 
the front bulkhead metal ... so 
didn’t you trust him and me 
then, Colin? Mind you, some 
bikers who pass us on those 
roads get guite a surprise when 
they look back just after 
passing us, only to see us still 
up there with their back wheels 
and urging them to ‘get on with 
it’ or ‘get out of our way.’ I 
mean, two old codgers in an 
elderly classic car behaving like 
two 17 year olds really enjoying 
themselves - but still safely. 
What a smashing fun time we 
have, and we do arrive back at 
the finish with five minutes to 
spare and so do receive our 
craved-for finisher’s award. 

Oh dear, that’s when I 
disgrace myself and let David 
down. I stall on the finish line 
and won’t restart. I know the 
problem but David doesn’t, so 
he rolls me away to the lane 
side. After a short cool down, 
he eventually twigs and refills 
my empty carb dashpots with 
oil. Hey presto - I fire up so he 


doesn’t have to push me into 
the car park after all, something 
he really hates doing. 

Once there, he lets me cool 
down while they go off to the 
tearoom for their own 
refreshments prior to the drive 
home. I’m too exhausted to 
chat with either of the cars I’m 
parked next to, and anyway 
they too look pretty well 
shattered from their day’s work. 

So now it’s hood back up 
and set off home. The drive 
back is uneventful main road 
stuff, but tiring as we are all 
three guite weary after our fun 
and having had so much 
bracing fresh air. Once home, 
it’s goodbyes all round before 
David battens me down for 
bed under the carport I share 
with his other project MGB, the 
one he’s rebuilding with a 
3.5-litre V8 engine (lucky so 
and so. I’m guite Jealous!). So 
now we wait for the next event, 
or simply for any excuse to go 
out for a spin into the 
countryside again, just for fun 
you know. 






Win a book 
from Veloce! 


We want to see your MGs, 
whatever their condition or 
age. If your car appears in 
Your MGs, we will send you 
your choice of book from 
Veloce up to the value of 
£35. Below is just a small 
sample of titles available 
- to see the full range, visit 
www.veloce.co.uk 
Send pictures (either print 
or high-res digital - not 
reduced please!) and words 
tO; MG Enthusiast, 
Kelsey Media, PO Box 
978, Peterborough PEI 
9FL or email them to us at 
mg.ed@kelseypb.co.uk 
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MGF & MG TF 


Essential Buyer’s Guide 

A wide choice of models 



Midget and Sprite: your 
expert guide to problems 
and how to fix them 

Terry Horler 

ISBN: 978 1 845844 02 8 



MGB Electrical Systems 

Rick Astley 

ISBN: 1 84584 057 7 



The MGB Story 

Don Hayter 

ISBN: 978 1 84584 4608 
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Malcolm’s big V8 goes limp 

Plastic parts make changing the 260’s fuel pump a nightmare. 


Somewhere under the back seat you’ll find access points to 
both the fuel pump and the fuel filter on the ZT models. 


I consulted a local tuning 
specialist. I posted on the Two 
Sixties website (www.two- 
slxtles.com) and even rang 
Two Sixties specialist Brian Luti 
(aka Scooter), in Scotland 
(www.dreadnoughtscotland. 
co.uk) and since then have 
been working through a list of 
suggested remedies. The first 
was new spark plugs, the 
second was to check all the 
electrical connections, 
especially any to do with fuel 
control or measurement and 
the third was to replace the fuel 
pump and fuel filter. With new 
plugs the car ran much better, 
but the miss was still evident 
Disconnecting lots of electrical 
plugs, giving the pins a light 
spray with WD40 and 
reconnecting them seemed to 
make a difference too, as the 
car has run better than ever 
since doing that and hardly 
ever misses. But I hadn’t been 
on a long trip to really test what 
the issue might have been that 
caused the limp and, as 
Scooter had said that the fuel 
pumps are a major source of 
problems on the Two Sixties in 
his experience, I decided to bite 
the bullet, buy in a hugely 
expensive new pump from 
Rimmers in England and fit it 
before my next long trip. 

Now I do understand why 
manufacturers use plastic, but 
it hardens with age, it breaks 
when flexed, critical little bits 
snap off and make parts 
unusable. From a repair or 


restoration point of view, it is a 
nightmare! I spent nearly an 
hour just trying to remove the 
six pin electrical connector 
from the top of the fuel tank 
without breaking it. This plug 
clicks on beautifully, just what a 
manufacturer wants, but try to 
get it off again - no way! Then 
to extract from the fuel tank 
the plastic Heath Robinson 
device that encases the fuel 
pump without breaking that is 
also almost impossible. Even 
the Haynes team comment in 
their ZT manual that it can’t be 
done the way the original 
instructions from MG-Rover 
suggest. I could not disconnect 
one of the fuel hoses inside the 
tank (another snazzy plastic 
clip) and ended up, another 
hour later, cutting it off! Roger 
from the MGOC Workshop 
used the term ‘keyhole surgery 
skills’ when he and I were 
emailing about the matter. You 
have been warned... 

But... it all went back together 
guite well, even the new seal 
around the top of the tank 
slipped into place nicely and 
has sealed (unlike a month or 
so earlier when I did the filter 
which is also in the tank but on 
the other side of the car - the 
Fire Brigade had to attend my 
local servo that time when I 
refuelled and the fuel in the 
filler neck all came pouring out 
the top of the tank!). And so far 
the car is running beautifully, 
but I am about to take that long 
drive to Sydney again... 


This Heath 
Robinson-" 
looking device 
, is a modern ZT 
- fuel pump unit 
-it contains 
Mots of plastic 
and needs ‘ 
keyhole " " 
f surgery skills, 
to extract from 
the fuel tank. 


2004MGZT-T 

260(vin 206) 

Owned by: 

Malcolm Robertson, Australia 

Owned since: 2008 

Mileage: 145,000km 
(90,000 miles) 


My previous report on the Two 
Sixty was last July when I 
replaced the radiator and fan 
using a Kenlowe adaptation 
developed by Julian Anderson. 
I’m pleased to report that the 
big V8 has been running well 
since then except for an 
intermittent misfire at low revs 
under load. As anyone who has 
tried to track something 
intermittent down will tell you, it 
is not an easy task. In the old 
days you might have fiddled 
with your carbs or tinkered with 
the electrics. In 90% of cases 
you would eventually solve the 
problem and then chastise 
yourself for being so stupid for 
not spotting it immediately, 
whatever ‘it’ turned out to be. 

On modern cars, it is not so 
easy. Even a relatively simple 


engine like the Mustang V8 
used in the Two Sixty has 
multiple sensors feeding 
information into a central 
engine management 
computer, runs eight coils in 
neat little packs that sit over 
each plug, has individual fuel 
injectors for each cylinder, fuel 
under pressure in rails, lines 
and in the fuel tank, and 
strange things called EGR 
valves and the like whose 
purpose in life escape me. 

So, basically I had done 
nothing about tracking down 
the miss, as it wasn’t really bad 
enough to worry about. Until 
one day on a long motorway 
drive sitting at a comfortable 
70mph from Canberra to 
Sydney. About halfway there, 
the Two Sixty suddenly began 
to misfire seriously and then 
dropped down to limp mode, 
which is a set of very low 
power conditions the 
computer uses to get you to 
your destination without 
damaging the engine. It is 
awful! You block up the road 
driving too slowly, you have no 
power to get out of trouble - 
no self-respecting Two Sixty 
should ever have to limp 
anywhere. 

An overnight rest seemed to 
fix things as the car ran 
perfectly in and around Sydney 
for the next few days, so I was 
brave enough to try driving 
home. The same thing happen 
at the halfway mark and we 
ended up limping badly to get 
home at all. 
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Great for use as a garage,; 
workshop or storage area j 


• Extra tough, tripie-layer, 
waterproof cover • Fully UV 
treated for long-term protection 

• Heavy-duty, powder-coated steel 
tubing ♦ Ratchet tightening to 
ensure drum-tight cover 

• Includes ground anchoring system 


CIG1015^4.6x3x2.4M 
CIG1216 4.9x3.7x2.6M 

CIG102(lN4ii»6.1 x3x2.4M 
CIG1220 6.1 x3.7x2.5M 

CIG1224 7.3x3.7x2.5M 


£219.00 £262.80 
£249.00 £298.80 
£269.00 £322.80 
£299.00 £358.80 
£379.00 £454.80 


; MODEL SHOWN CIG1220 (20'x12'3 


= 4 ■ 1 


l/KAVS TO 

Bi/v:.. I 


65 SUPERSTORES 


machinemart.co.uk 


0115 956 5555 


CLICK & 
COLLECT 


DON HOODS 

UNBEATABLE QUALITY - UNBEATABLE VALUE! 


DIRECT FROM THE MAKERS - 
WITH OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


• BETTER THAN 0 RIG I N AL EQU IPH ENT QUAL ITY 

• STITCHED AND WELDED fOR nAXIMUH LIFE 

• WIDEST CHOICE OF COLOURS AVAILABLE 
ALL FASTENERS A FIITINQS INCLUDED 


for leaflct 

list C0I4TACT 
Don TfimminB Co. Ud. 
Himpein Hoad. 

SOUTHEBH iAlES 

Tel: OllOl 417000 


24 HOUR EXPRESS SERVICE AVAILABLE - WORLDWIDE ORDER SERVICE 




AtitoServ/ce Centra 

Pail Dbppbt MQs, WaUEng Street {AE), Cannock, Staffs WS11 9NA 
wvirw.paddeppfinTigs.cofTi | Q1i&43 3.76222 | infD%Huldepparmga.cDin 

'aock iponwitliria^ ort Hanna aosisrad bafwa laopm tuaadays 


PAUL PEPPER MG S 


YOl^H KEV TO A BETTER MG 


SALES, SPARES, SERVICE & REPAIRS 


^24HR^ 

\ AVAILABUB^ 







Specialising in MGs since 1979 

SPARES • WORKSHOP SERIflGES • GAR SALES • BODYWORK 


mm £2gjds 

The best C weVe e^er seen! Snowberry, 
block leather, fully resEoned, stunning [ 


MG ZR160 €3.495 

Rare Sunspot Yellow, only 25,000 
mil'es, supherb conditstm 


MGB £8,995 

1973 Bronze Yellow, blaofc Eeathe". wire 
witeeli. overdrive, sldinless exIi^osL 


ilGCGT£1M50 

196fi Mineral BiLie. black leather, 
overdrive, Webaslo suiuoof. CWW 


MG NHDGEf £G,995 

1965 Tartan Red. black leather ieats, 
Mintittes, very niceconditicn 


MG ZR195 £1.495 

Trophy Yellow, leather seats, two 
ov^rners, cam belt by us, immaculate I 


MG meO £2,995 

MLS gasket etc bv us. 1 2 month 
wanranly, full leather, very good hood 


MG n-TCDTI £2,995 

Firefrost Red, half black leather, 1 39k 
miles, w? II -maintained, VGC 


MGS GT £3,995 

1983 Br<>oklsnc)s Green, black leather, 
nice conditEH, good value 


MOG GT 11 £5.995 

owner, low mileage, very good 
original condition, tots of history 


Curfem stocK list at www.i)eeciiiiiiigarag 9 .Gom 


open Mondair/lriday 8.30am-6pni « Saturday Oain-lpm 
Beech Hill, Reading RG7 2RU • Flye minutes from M4 ill 
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ifHALL’S 
I fiARAGE 


WE ARETHE ^ 

MANUFACTURERS FOR ■ 
THETIFOSI RAN A KIT! ■ 


£1800 incVAT and 
mainland delivery 



1954 MG TF 1250 Red with biscuit interior, last owner 25 years, maintained 
by us for the last 20 years. Please ring to view car, car based in Norfolk 

£30,000-00 

1991 NISSAN FIGARO Blue/White something a little different £4500-00 


2001 MG F Gold/Black Leather High Miles but in very good order, head 

gasket just done by ourselves £1895-00 

2002 MG TF STEPSPEED Silver/Black Interior, new head-gasket £1995-00 

2005 MG ZT120 Silver/Black Interior, new head-gasket and new tyres £1995-00 


2006 MG ZTT SE V8 260 Black with Black Leather interior, all extra's only 
2,700 Miles £16,500-00 

TIFOSI RANA [new build] In Primrose Yellow/ Black interior £13,000-00 


1995 MGR V8 NIGHTFIRE Red, all the usual Rv8 refinements Low miles, 
good hood/screen/wheels, power steering £16950-00 


Manufacturers of the Tifost Kit 
Our Tifosi 55 Sebring Sprite Reincarnation avaiiabie for viewing 

As well as race preparation, Hall's can offer a full range of services 
including MoTs and repairs, restoration and accident repair. 

Established Family Run Business 

We specialise in all MGs fronn 1950-2005 

MOTOR ENGINEERS & SPORTS CAR SPECIALISTS 
Online; www.hallsgarage.co.uk - Email; steve@hallsgarage.co.uk 

Remember...our reputation is your guarantee 

Tel: 01 778 570286 Fax: 01 778 570540 

Halls Garage, Morton, Near Bourne, Lincolnshire, PEIO ONS 



iTiKiEiMGFJ&VTFJSREGDgCLISjTi 


lOXER^gS 

[ROLLHOO^ 


B^tona ss exhausts 


^WINDBREAKS] 


Suck SHIFT iVj 


^Li RADIATORS 


g:ddLANT PIPES 


RADIATOR 

BLEED 

SCREWjl 

Sunmate! 


WIPER LINKACE] 


RlTHeater knobs 


Clutch LEVER 


AIR^UCT KIT^ 


FSPAX^KITSl 
ImCF & TFJ 


Transform your MCF orTF with 
a Boxer Roll Hoop & Windbreak 
- the ori ginal and best! 


Fits all models; 
1995 - 2010 + 
Choice of styles 
and finishes inc. 
black, silver and 
polished chrome 
See website for 
full range 


PARTS 


mail order 


WORLDWIDE 




Manor Garage & Sons! 
Tel: 01235 767751 







Failing 6v batteries? 


Fit Manor Garages 
twin 12v conversion. 

Stiii 12v but with doubie the capacity. 

Fits existing battery boxes, with minimai 
extra wiring. Reiiable starting power after 
your MG has been parked up. From £150+vat 


5 ^ * 



Visit our website: www.manorgaragewantage.co.uk 



MGB ROADSTER Blaze, black trim. Superb condition. 
Recent respray. Wire wheels, o/drive, boot rack, mohair 
hood. A lovely car. £8,995.00 


1976 MGB ROADSTER Tahiti Blue, black trim. Minilites, 
roll over bar, s/s sports exhaust. Rear seat conversion. 
Lovely inside and out. Drives superbly. Great looking 
car. £4,995.00 


1974 MGB Roadster Tartan Red, black trim, red 
carpets, minilites, motolita. New bodyshell, reshelled 
several years ago and left Unused. Will be tax exempt in 
April 2014. £14,995 


1993 MG RV8. Woodcote, Stone trim. Superb car. 
Perfect screen frame. Perfect wheels. Engine chipped. 
Very fast touring car. New dash and cappings. 25,000 
miles. £15,995.00 


1974 NO TC, Old English White, w/w, red trim. 2L 
Osselli engine, o/drive. All new or refurbed MBG 
components. Superb condition. £9,795.99 


1959 MGA, automatic!! Yes, converted to auto with 
1800 engine, superb car to drive. Relaxing and smooth. 
Car well loved and in excellent order. Lots of money 
spent. Orient Red with black trim. Converted to amber 
indicators. Boot rack. £22,995.99 


PLUS LOTS OF OTHERS AVAILABLE - PLEASE PHONE 

Car Sales; 0I9S3 7I7I00* Workshop/Parts; 01953 717618 • Fax; 01953 717850 
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Cornmod Farm, Napton Road, Stockton, Southam, Warwickshire CV47 SHU 
Fax: 01 926 S1 7734 Email: 5 ale 5 @midlandwheel 5 .com 


Tel: 0192F^17444 

Trade & Export Welcome 


DON HOODS 

UNBEATABLE QUALITY - UNBEATABLE VALUE! 


DIRECT FROMTHE MAKERS - 
WITH OVER 40YEARS EXPERIENCE 



BETTER THAN ORIGINAL EQUIRHENT QUALITY 
STItCKEU AND WElOED FOB HAXIHUM LIFE 
WIDEST CHOICE OF COLOURS AVAILABLE 
ALL FASTENERS & FITTINCS INCLUDED 


Choice of heav^ duty PVC fCi 
Everfle*. Duck and Modal 


R LCAfLCT AND PRICE 
list contact 
D on Trimming Ca 

Tel; MW 171 «« 

SOUTHERN SALES OW® 

Tel: onOl 417000 


14 HOUR EXPRESS SERVICE AVAILABLE - WORLDWIDE ORDER SERVICE | 



Tel: 01932 568822 

OPENING HOURS: 
08.30am - 5.00pm Mon - Fri 
Sat am; By appointment only 


KEVINO MORRIS & MO AUVE FOR THE illTURE 

Welding to MOT standards Mechanical repairs and servicing 

MOT work undertaken Body^ork/paintwork 

kMR MONEY WITH US - NO VAT ON LABOUR! 

Unit 6, Stevens Yard, 113 Fordwater Road, Chertsey, Surrey KT1€ 8HB 

www.chprtsf^yminors.co.uk 



CHISBON 

RESTORATIONS 


EMa&TA7uutlW 

Chisbon Restorations specialise in restoration, service and repair 
of classic vehicles. Founded in 1987 and now run by Adrian 
Priestley, who gained distinctions from the Classic Car 
Restoration Course at the Colchester Institute. 


* Repair and renewal of ash framework 

* Repair or renewal of steel and aluminium panels 

* Rebuilding engines as originals or with 
modern upgrades such as neoprene 
seals, valve seat inserts etc. 

» All other mechanical work _ 

* Wiring to original patterns 
or upgrading 

Zinc and chrome plating \ if -v^ 

* Grit and bead blasting " - " - < 

* Brush or spray painting ' 

* Interior or timming with '7 X7 

leather, vinyl and Rexine ' r . 

New service now available - High security de-humidified long term storage 




FISHER SERVICES... 


V. 


THE BEST SELECTION OE MG PARTS 



As the SE London and Kent premier MG specialist, we 
offer a comprehensive range of services including: full 
workshop facilities and extensive stock of parts for all your 
MG requirements. Specialising in all MG models from 
pre-war to present. 



Handcrafted bespoke bodywork 



We have staff with over 
50 years MG experience 
to care for your MG 


CALL: 020 8776 7695 NOW! 

Please quote MG ENTHUSIAST when phoning 



Email; info@fisher-services.co.uk 

www.fi sher- services .co .uk 


1 , Abbey Trading Estate, Bellgreen Lane, 
Lower Sydeham SE26 5TW 
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m 


Insurance 




Policies from 

£74 


Specialist rates for club members 


Classic Car | Classic Bike | Modern Car | Modern Bike | Kit Car | Collectors | Classic Motor Trade | Household 

*All cover is subject to insurers terms and conditions, which is available upon request. **Premium example based on: 1978 MG Midget. Value: £2000. Main policy only and does not include 
any FJ+ cover options. All premiums assume the vehicle is not the main car and includes Insurance Premium Tax. Male driver aged over 25 years old, 2000 annual limited mileage, and full 
clean driving licence with no claims or convictions. Member of associated club. Postcode 0X10, vehicle garaged with no modifications. Includes a £10 arrangement fee. 

Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, Maidstone, 
Kent ME14 SEN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be recorded. FP ADCC203.11.14 


Classic insurance redefined. 


Tailor your classic car insurance policy to suit your needs. 

To discover the Footman James difference, call our friendly UK 
team for a quote today. 


Footman 0333 207 6036 

orvisitfootmanjames.co.uk 

We share your passion - 3 ^ follow us @ Footman_Jame5 


Spare parts cover (up to a limit of £250) 


European motoring (up to 35 days per trip) 


Cover options* 


pjri Breakdown with options to include 
European cover and Homestart 


+ Agreed value 


■ 4 ^ Driving other classics 


Drive to work 


+ Track day cover 


Wedding hire cover 


^ and many more 


Classic benefits 
included*: 


Salvage retention 


-f- Shows and events 


CLASSIC MG INSURANCE 
WITH EXniA SPARKLE 

SIMPLY CALL FOR A QUOTE 


AND YOU COULD WIN A PERFECT 
BODYWORK COLLECTION KIT FROM 
AUTOGLYM IN OUR FREE PRIZE DRAW* 

R.R.PE60 



I 




Quote AUTOGLYM when you call 

0800 093 8860 


Classic I Camper Van | Specialist | Military | Performance 

Visit us online at cherished.carolenash.com □ □ 


GOT MORE 
THAN ONE 

CLASSIC CAR? 


YOU COULD I 

SAVE 

28% 

WITH A 

MULTI-CLASSIC 
CAR POLICY^ 




CAROLE NASH 

30"" BIRTHDAY 

The care it deserves 

CHQiflNidi 


Opening hours in the UK: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm.*Terms and conditions appiy, caii for detaiis IBased on an average customer, saving 28% when compared to buying three separate Caroie Nash poiicies. Average customer = 57 year oid male with full 
10 years plus NCB, driving a 1965 MG B, 1973 MG B and 1972 MG Midget. Garole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
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Insurance 


4V/ 





To enjoy that Sunday drive* call us on 01480 484 814. 

Our dedicated classics team will ensure you have the right insurance 
cover to keep you both protected and enjoying the drive. 


*Other days of the week are available, but nothing beats a Sunday morning. 

' 0/0 LIS.K.MGE.HP.20I4 

BENEFITS 


Agreed valuation • Up to 25% discount for car club members • Limited mileage discount • European cover • Cover for track days, charity events and wedding use 
• Use of your no claims discount • UK and European breakdown cover • Up to £1 00k legal expenses • Multi-Car Policies • Salvage Retention 


Policy benefits, features and discounts offered may vary between insurance schemes or cover selected and are < 
Lancaster Insurance Services Ltd are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (No. 306514). For mutual security, calls ; 


jbject to underwriting criteria. 

re recorded and may be monitored for training purposes. 


Proud sponsors of 



Call us today: 

01480 484 814 

www.lancasterinsurance.co.uk 



LANCASTER 

INSURANCE 


CLASSIC MG INSURANCE FROM £78!! 



classicline'^ 

INSURANCE 


Sympathetic Approach To Modifications 
Discounts For MG Club Members 
Free UK & EU Breakdown Cover 
Legal Cover included As Standard 
Agreed Valuation Made Simple 
Laid Up Cover Available 

Multi-Vehicle Policies Qt| 455 ^35 QQQ 

w ww.classici ineinsurance.co.uk 


Delivering Quality Service Since 1986 


Auttwrisedand negnjlated by tbe Rnandal Conduct Aulhoftty 
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Insurance 
for a lifetime... 


Your Classic Cars | Your Everyday Cars | Your Bikes 
Your House | Your Business | Your Everything 
Let Stewart Miller & Peter James provide 
for all your insurance needs. 

Then you can rest easy. 


“Take my advice and talk 
to the experts today about 
all your insurance needs 
and your next quotation.” 


Sir STirling Moss OBE 

STEWART MILLER INSURANCE 

Two Loading Names - 0n« Market Leader 
\ PETER JAMES INSURANCE 


CommerciaL Personal & Household Specialist Vehicle & Multi Vehicle 


0121 422 2282 0121 506 6040 

www.stewartmillerinsurance.co.uk www.peterjamesinsurance.co.uk 


SM PJInsure ^P^stewortmiller&peterjamesinsurance 

Stewart Miller Insurance is the trading name of Stewart Miller McCulloch and Co Limited; 
Peter James Insurance is the trading name of Peter D James Limited; 
both are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 






Performance Direct is a trading name of Grove & Dean Ltd, an independent intermediary who are authorised 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). For your security calls may be recorded. 


Last year thousands of Classic Car 
owners swapped their insurance 
to Performance Direct. 

Want to find out why? 

Don't just renew your insurance - 
save money and experience the 
difference with Performance Direct. 


0844 573 6571 

www.performancedirect.co.uk 


Policy Options Inciude:* 

Multi-car policies 
Car Club discounts 
Agreed values 
Limited mileage discounts 

FREE foreign use cover 
(up to 90 days) 

Knowledgeable UK staff 
Open 7 days a week 


^Subject to underwriting criteria 

P€RraRMANCE 


READ YOUR FAVOURITE MAGAZINE 
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD 



WWW.MGENTHUSIAST.COM 

FREE MG ENTHUSIAST APP AND SAMPLE ISSUE 
A 12 MONTH SUBSCRIPTION IS ONLY £28.99 

AVAILABLE ON THE APP STORE AND POCKETMAGS.COM 



SEARCH MG ENTHUSIAST 
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The 'BEST' Deal In 

CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE 


Looking for a NEW policy or just a great deal on your RENEWAL, our 
classic car policies deliver exceptional cover at very affordable premiums 



Single Car Policies from £70 FREE Agreed Value 

Multi-Car Discounts up to 50% FREE Breakdown & Recovery 

Modem & Classic Cars on One Policy Club Member Discounts 
Special Rates for Collections Various Mileage Options 

PBIS only uses High Quality Insurers. 

Terms & Conditions apply 


Classic Car - Modem Car - Qassic4x4 - Classic Bike - Classic Military - Classic Commercial 


30 YEARS OF QUALITY CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE 

01376 574000 

www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk 




Autfiorised and Regulated by ihe Financial Conduct Authority 



WEST 
LONDON’S 
ORIGINAL MG 
SPECIALIST 


RECOMMENDED BY THE MG OWNERS CLUB 


Established 

1986 



YOUR MG, ALL MODELS CONSIDERED. 

Please call to arrange a visit on 0208 991 1963 



MGB HERITAGE SHELL, 1969, Lotus exige engine, bespoke engineered 
buiid in 2011 by Frontiine and Marksdanes, costing in excess of 
£50,000, frontiine suspension, 5-speed, piease caii for spec. £24,950 



MGB HERITAGE SHELL 1972, BRG with chrome wires, 
previously supplied by us. 

£11,450 



MGB HERITAGE SHELL, 1965, Midnight biue. Power Steering, Buiit by 
MG Speciaiists, £31 000 spent,Bespoke interior, 1 5” chrome Wires, 
Biue mohair hood and tonneau. Show standard engine bay. £17950 



MGB 1963 HERITAGE SHELL, 1143 PF, Autogiym standard show winner, 
buiit to puii handie mkl spec. One of the best in the UK. invited to be on 
dispiay at The Goodwood Revivai 2012 and magazine featured. 



MGB 1965, Iris Blue, just undergone full structural 
rebuild and quality repaint including engine bay. 
£11,950 



MGB GT HERITAGE SHELL, 1972, 16K, Red, 
since built,leather interior. 

Rare example of a GT shell. £10950 


25 MGs for sale at www.former-glory.com 

Medway parade, Perivale UB6 8HN 


To 

advertise 
please call 
Susan 
on 01733 
353381 



P roviding one of the best cor 
storage facilities in the UK, 
Kelsey Classic Cor Storage is 
located in a quiet setting just 
15 miles from central London 
and just ten minutes from the 
M25. Most of Londons main 
airports ore on hour or less 
away and Orpington mainline 


station is just 15 minutes away. 
With regular maintenance 
services, the latest high-tech 
security systems, climate 
control, car covers and trickle 
chargers available, Kelsey 
Classic Car Storage can 
deliver the very best care 
for your pride and joy. 


In addition to basic 
storage, we can offer a 
wide range of services, 
including a full car care and 
maintenance programme, 
MoT testing, and a delivery 
and collection facility. This 
is a storage service run by 
enthusiasts for enthusiasts. 



For more information call our hotline on 01959 541444, or email storage@kelsey.co.uk 
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MG 


ENTHUSIAST 


TH E WOULDS IVEST-SEUJNG MG MAGAZiNE 


FREE ADS 




CUDHAM.WESTERHAM TN16 3WT 


0906 802 0279 

(Lines open Monday to Friday, 10am-4pm, calls cost £0,61 per minirte plus 
network e)ctras. Calls from mobiles and some networks may be considerably 
higher. Service provided by Kelsey Media. 


020 7216 

We advise not to send photographs via fax 

OuQSiODs cars@kelseyclassifie 

fast.com 


Or complete the coupo n below and p ost to: 

MGE FREE ADS, KELSEY MEDIA, PO BO 


-K-- 




Reach a dedicated audience of MG Enthusiasts through placing your advertisement here - for free ! 
You can include a colour photograph and we'll run your ad for up to TWO ISSUES 


ADVERTISER DETAILS: 

NAME: 

TEL*: 

EMAIL (OPTIONAL): 


MODEL: 

□ PRE-1955 □ MAGNETTE □ 1100A300 □ MGA □ MGB 

□ MGC □ MIDGET □ MGF & MGTF □ RV8 □ MG Z-CARS: ZR, ZS, ZT 

□ METRO, MAESTRO & MONTEGO □ OTHERS 

PLEASE COMPLETE ALL OF THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION; 


ADDRESS: 


YEAR: 

PRICE: 

MAIN TEXT (NO MORE THAN 30W0RDS): 


TOWN: 

COUNTY: 

POSTCODE: 

COUNTRY: 

* INCLUDE INTERNATIONAL CODE IF OUTSIDE THE UK 

CATEGORY: 

□ FOR SALE □ WANTED 

□ VEHICLES □ PARTS □ LITERATURE & INFORMATION 

□ MISCa SERVICES 


AD CONTACT NUMBER: 


CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 


* We reserve the right to refuse any advert. 

* Adverts are published subject to space. As a free service, Keisey Media cannot guarantee 
specific issues into which adverts will appear. 

* This service is for private advertisers only. Anyone trading more than 12 adverts in a year will e 
regarded as trade. 

* Traders please call Charlotte Steadman on 01959 543608. 

* Each advert can be no more than 30 words. Kelsey Media reserves the right to edit down 
adverts that exceed this word limit. 

* Kelsey Media cannot be held responsible for illegible or inaccurate advert descriptions. 

* Advertisers can include one photograph free of charge. This photo will published subject to 
space and cannot be returned. Emailed digital photos must be in JPEG format. 

* All adverts and images will be kept on file for a maximum of six months. 

* Advertisements may appear in other relevant Kelsey Media publications. 

* When submitting an advert, you all assign all copyright of the words and photos to Kelsey 


Media and agree to waive all moral rights in relation to the advert. 

Kelsey Media’s customer service representatives reserve the right to terminate telephone calls 
if the caller becomes abusive. 

By submitting advertisements to Kelsey Media you are agreeing to the above Terms & 
Conditions. 

No other correspondence can be entered into. 

Kelsey Media uses a multi-layered Privacy Notice giving you brief details about how we use your 
personal information. For full details visit www.kelsey.co.uk, or call 01959 543524. If you have 
any questions please ask as submitting your details indicates your consent, until you choose 
otherwise, that we and our partners may contact you about products and services that will be of 
relevance to you via direct mail, phone, email and SMS. You can opt-out at ANY time via email 
data.oontroller^kelseypb.co.uk or 01 959 543524. 

Telephone numbers starting '070' are usually from our affiliate website carandclassic.co.uk. 

If you get a message which says ‘invalid’ this usually means the item is no longer for sale. 


TRADE ADVERTISERS CALL - 01959 543608 




E 


LANCASTER 

IKSWiJlNCE 


CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE 
Up to 25% discount for car club members 

01480 484 814 



PRE-1955 


MG TD 



1952, £16,250 ono. Autumn 
Red, good original condition no 
rust. Has been stored but in good 
running order, sound hood and 
side screens, LHD. Glos, 01452 
522478 (JW) 

MG YB 



1950, £800. Make one good 
MG saloon out of two. Lots 
of spares. Sold with original 
workshop manual - valued £50. 
Loughborough. 01 509 8441 1 1 / 
07719 241602 (PB) 


MGA 


MGA 



£25,000. Chariot red, black seats 
(leather) older restoration with 
photo, only 1,813 miles since. 
U.S.A import, now RHD. Heritage 
certificat, excellent condition. 
MoT due Sept 201 5. South Glam. 
01446 792147 (MC) 


MGA ROADSTER MK1 1600 



1959, 1,400 miles, £27,500. 

Chariot Red, chrome wires, black 
leather seats piped in red, black 
mohair hood and tonneau, 
stainless exhaust, boot rack, full 
body off restoration 2006. Less 
than 1400 dry miles since, MoT, 
Tax exempt. Essington. 07968 
008250 (JW) 



1972, Only 9,500 miles, £5,995 
ovno. Low mileage, believed 
correct. Lots history. MoT Nov 
201 5. Tax exempt. Unleaded 
conversion. Stainless exhaust. 

5 new tyres. K&N filters. OD. 
Vermillion with navy interior. Very 
good condition. Lincolnshire. 
07890 890639 (RB) 


MGBGT 



1 980, 64,000 miles, £4,500. 

Date of registration 1 1 /03/1 980 
A really lovely MGB GT which has 
had thousands of pounds spent 
ensuring this classic British sports 
car can continue to be used 
every day. Benefitting from new 
engine, new cylinder head, new 
radiator, new pulleys, tensioners 
and leads. Fully serviced and 
professionally tuned. Long 
Buckby. 0781 8 2961 80 (JW) 


MGBGT 



1 979, 30,000 miles, £2,095. 

Classic car. Genuine miles, MoT, 
good condition. Plymouth. 07772 
757843 (JW) 

MGBGT COUPE 
1 977, 66,000 miles, £2,500 
ono. In Tahiti blue, very genuine 
honest car, overdrive works, 
no rust. Would consider part 
exchange for a classic car. North 
London. 07836 288742/02088 
058885 (JW) 


MGB GT MK1 



1 966, £3,950. Chrome bumpers, 
tax exempt, overdrive, leather 
interior. Very original, solid 
bodywork, rust free. Drives 
extremeiy well but a little shabby 
chic. MoT. History file. Lancashire. 
07582 574581 (HP) 


MGB GT SNAPDRAGON 



1 981, Under 34,000 miles, 
£4,500. Yellow. Very original and 
in very good condition. 3 owners. 
MoT April 2015. Current owner 
for 6 years. 1 0 years MoT certs & 
invoices. Sills 201 2 (repair panels 
+ waxoyled). Four new tyres end 
201 3. For Sale due to relocation. 
Norfolk. 07966 S5783S (JW) 


MGBGTV8 



1975, 70,000 miles, £13,750. 

Factory car, red, black interior. 
Original wheels, s/s exhaust, 
electronic ignition, engine 
stabiliser. K&N air filters. Fully 
Ziebarted. New battery and 
tyres. Service history from new. 
Condition A1 . West Sussex. 07723 
058619 (PB) 


MGBGT 



1981, £4,950. Black with colour 
keyed bumpers and Biscuit 
leather interior. Sunroof, option. 
Stag alloys, low indicated 
mileage, very sound body/ 
chassis. Well cared for example. 
More photos available. Recent 
service. North Yorks. 01729 
851243 (JP) 


MGB LE ROADSTER 



1 981. 88.000 miles, £7,850. 

A1 Condition, a total of £7,000 
spent on restoration work only 

3.000 miles ago. New fittings, 
Kenwood radio/cd, hood & frame, 
uprated f/discs, abs rear shocks, 
prop shaft, tyres, motalita st 
wheel, windstop, elec ignition, 
full waxoyl treatmeant, rebuilt, 
resprayed bodywork etc. Bedford. 
01234 740057/07831 372763 
(MC) 

MGB ROADSTER 



1 976, £4,950. Stored in a barn 
for 1 2 years. Refurbished a few 
years ago. Too many new parts 
fitted to list. 1 2 months MoT. 
Good condition underneath. 
Northern Ireland. 07928 228979 
(JW) 

MGB ROADSTER 



1971, £8,000 ono. Tax exempt. 
MoT July 201 5. Rosso red. 1 SOOcc. 
O/D, W/W, stainless exhaust. 

New batteries, brake servo. Black 
leather seats. Bespoke tonneau, 
low miles since restoration. Dry 
use. Garaged. Buckinghamshire. 
01908 315464 (PB) 


MGB ROADSTER 



1964, 43,545 miles, £9,250. 

Pull handle. Condition 2. 0.E.W. 
Black leather, mohair hood, vinyl 
tonneau. Heritage cert. 9 months 
MoT, 3,700 miles since full 
restoration. Completed in 2004. 
Owned 22 years. Cheshire. 01614 
305486 (PB) 


MGB ROADSTER 



1972, £4,250. Chrome bumpers. 
Tax exempt. Red with black 
interior & hood. MoT. Older resto, 
very solid, no rust, no filler. Very 
good driver. History file. 07582 
574581 (JW) 


MGB ROADSTER 



1973, £7,499 ONO. Tax exempt. 
Excellent paintwork and solid 
body. Underbody painted black. 
Cavities protected with Dinitrol. 
Detailed engine bay, lots of 
new parts fitted. New Securon 
automatic seat belts fitted. Four 
new Khumho Solus 1 75/70 R14 
tyres fitted. Full tonneau and half 
tonneau included. New hood 
201 1 and clutch Oct 2008. 01 308 
488421 (JW) 


MGC 


MGC ROADSTER AUTOMATIC 



1 967, 79,900 miles, £1 3,500. 

Primrose Yellow 3LTR auto. Very 
rare, genuine miles, might PX, 
fancy something different WHY? 
Mold used regularly, wires, black 
leather,new MGOC carpets, 
stainless exhaust, upgrades. Kent. 
07528 793837 (JW) 


MIDGET 


MG MIDGET 



1 978, £2,500. Dark green with 
new hood and radio. Excellent 
mechanics and bodywork. Tax 
and long MoT. Lots of history. 
Ready for summer A great little 
car. Birmingham. 0781 8 033737 
(MC) 

MIDGET 

1 967, £1 ,200 ono. Tartan 
red, genuine reason for sale, 
unfinished project, some welding 
done, currently Sorn, no MoT, 
need finishing, new panel go 
with car, no canvassing. Isle Of 
Wight 01 983 408000 (JW) 


MIDGET 



1976, £4,000 ono, 1500CC. 
Owned last 20 years. Full ground 
up restoration concours winner 
and loads photos and history. Tax 
and 1 2 months MoT. Lovely little 
car Selling due to bereavement 
Essex. 01702 231 239 (HP) 

MIDGET 

1971, £480 ono. Dry stored since 
1 982, body requires attention, 
spares, inspection welcome. 
Please ring for full details, 24 hour 
answer machine, buyer collects. 
Denbighshire. 01490 420462 


MIDGET 



£2,895 ono. With long MoT. 

T reg, drives well, needs small 
amount of tidying to bodywork. 
Interior needs attention. New 
battery. Sussex. 07767 862924 
(JW) 

MIDGET 

1970, £6,500. To exchange. 

Tax free, Old English white, bare 
metal strip down, reconditioned 
engine, new hood, battery, 
suspension, exhaust many new 
parts, Exchange for MGB or other 
automatic. Devon. 01822 855858 


MIDGET 



1974, £1,500. Round wheel arch 
chrome bumper model, ongoing 
unfinished project. New clutch, 
engine overhauled, reinstated, 
all parts to complete. Qualified 
panel beater (me) has done work 
up to now, need space. Phone 
after 7pm. Lancs. 07882 949866 


MIDGET 



1970, £3,000. 1 275 cc Green 
LBP 770J. MoT to 1 3 May 201 5 
Mileage unknown - new speedo. 
Substantial work to the engine 
and mechanics including: 
Halogen headlight conversion, 

1 275 engine rebuild, clutch 
flywheel temp gauge. New 
wishbone, rear springs, brakes, 
clutch slave cylinder, carburettor 
rebuild, exhaust rear box, front 
pipe, bodywork now needs 
attention. Located Oxford. Needs 
jumpstarting. Oxfordshire. 07754 
61 7338 (CG) 
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P re S tl 2G Premium Quality Soft Tops & Interior Trim For The Discerning Enthusiast 

Ati tot ri iti P rod ucli 


World Wide Mail Order 


Europe Wide Mail Order '' 
Re-Trim Service 

Seats & Trim Can Be Collected From 
Anywhere In Europe. 

• Items Collected For Factory Re-Trim 

• Factory Quality Seat Re-Trim Service 

• New Laser Cut Door & Trim Panels 

• Factory Quality Carpet Sets Available 

• Dashboard & Misc Items Re-Trimmed 
(Where Available) 


Large range of models available. 

Please view our website for more information. 


Website: www.PrestigeAutotrim.com 


; Head Office England: +44 (0)151 643 9555 


\ USA Sales: 1800 659 2649 



Trade Enquiries Welcome 


Prestige Autotrim Products Ltd, Oak Tree Place, Expressway Business Park, Birkenhead, CH42 1 NS, England 







Specialists in the repair and 
restoration of MG cars 


Our Workshop cater for all models of MG Sports 
Cars, from pre-war to present day. 

We offer routine service work, specialist repairs, 
restoration and trimming. 


Suppliers of parts for 

■ MG A ■ MGB ■ MGC ■ Midget ■ T Type ■ MGF/TF 



www.stevemckiesportscars.co.uk 


Tel: 01246 454527 • Fax: 01246 453681 
Albert Street North, Chesterfield, S41 8NP 




NEW MGB 

Baulk Rings 

At last now available after extensive testing we are 
satisfied these will cure your synchro problems. 



CNC machined in the UK to 
our specifications 

Brass 2''‘' and 3 W £49.95 + VAT 
Steel 4 Synchro £45.00 + VAT 

Suitable for Road & Race cars 


DENIS WELCH MOTORSPORT* YOXALL • BURTON ON TRENT * STAFFS . DEI 3 8NA • ENGLAND 

Tel: -1-44(0)1543 472214 • E-mail; sales(abighealey.co.uk * www.bighealey.co.uk 




PROTEX 




SOFT TOP RESTORATION KITS 

GREAT VALUE CAR CARE PRODUCTS 


•Deep cleans canvas, preventing the growth 
of green mildew and mould. 

•Colour restores canvas, presenting 
a strong even finish. 

•Seals and protects canvas, providing 
protection against moisture and other 
environmental damage. 

•Easily applied in one day. 

0800 458 4235 
www.protexworld.co.uk 
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LANCASTER 

IHSWiJlNCE 


CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE 
Up to 25% discount for car club members 

01480 484 814 



MIDGET 



1968, £4,995, Tax exempt 
red classic car for sale. Brilliant 
runner. Lots of new parts. Room 
needed, hence regrettable 
sale for this little gem in good 
condition. Leeds. 07778 028930 


MIDGET 1500 



1975, £2,300 ono. Rubber 
bumper red solid reliable car, 
no rust, excellent condition, 
MoT expires Nov 201 5, always 
garaged, any inspection 
welcome, no canvassing. Isle Of 
Wight. 07748 744262 


MIDGETS 



Midgets and Sprites bought 
and sold. Whether buying or 
selling. Contact the specialist 
Mike Authers on Abingdon 01 235 
834664, View current stock at 
www.mgmidgets.com. URGENTLY 
WANTED, Chrome bumpered, 
Midgets and Frogeyes. We buy 
outright or sell on commission. 
Oxfordshire. 01 235 834664 (KP) 


MGF&MGTF 


MG TF1.8 

2003, £1,295. Convertible with 
hardtop. Red. Full MoT. Drives 
perfect. Bargain. Cambridgeshire. 
07904 028763 or 01 945 583367 
(RB) 

MGF 



2001, 58,600 miles, £2,800 
ono. Beautiful condition. New 


roof, clutch, battery, brakes, discs, 
boot spoiler. Garaged. Taxed. 

MoT. Never damaged. No rust. 
Warwickshire. 01827 71 7385 (PB) 


MGF 



1 996, £POA. Alloy wheels, 6 
month MoT, 1800 cc, good tyres. 
No head gasket issues, good 
runner, bfry04@hotmail.co.uk 
(CG) 


MGF TROPHY 160 



2001, 55,000 miles, £1,750. 
Blue. Very clean inside and out A 
years MoT. Always garaged, very 
well looked after, new stainless 
steel exhaust, lovely sound. 

Alloys have just been powder 
coated.Genuine MG hardtop with 
heated rear window. Just had oil 
and filter change. Cleaned using 
autogylm, dodo juice, poorboys 
have got the standard rear light 
too. Service history. Kent. 07712 
619174 (JW) 


MGTF135 SOFTTOP 



2004, £1 ,850. WC 1 .8 Manual. 
Good soft top. Black leather seats. 
New tyres cost £800. MoT. Lovely 
clean interior. Spoiler from Escort. 
Yorkshire. 01 925 81 1 51 5 (TS) 


TF 



2003, 40,000 miles, £1,695. 

Looks stunning. My MG TF blue 
1.8 is up for sale. Had head gasket 
and new clutch by previous 
owner Drives and looks like new. 
Reluctant to let this car go. 1 st 
to see will buy. Tel Darren. Car is 
located near Warrington. 07429 
01 671 8 (CG) 


TF1.8 



2005. 88.000 miles, £1,550. 

Convertible, good condition with 
lots of extras, ie heated glass rear 
window fitted by MG authorised 
garage, head skimmed and 
head gasket replaced one year 
ago, cam belt and water pump 
replaced, brand new hood fitted 
one month ago, brand new MoT 
till feb 2016. Cream and tan 
leather interior. 07967 829714 
(JW) 

TF115 

2004. 53.000 miles, £1,295. 

Long MoT, Tahiti blue, full 
service, brake overhaul, no faults, 
outstanding condition, many 
mods done. Bedfordshire. 01 767 
3 1 2093 or 07989 1 1 0859 (PB) 


TF135 



2004, £2,300 ono. Silver, blue 
top, new head gasket, cambelt, 
stainless steel sports exhaust, soft 
option pack, stainless steel pack, 
new spare tyre, hood cover, full 
history, MoT, reg no KC04 XWX, 
work by MGOC HQ. Dorset 01 202 
814503 


MGZ-CARS:ZR, 

ZS,ZT 


MG ZS180 



1 3,000 miles, £3,800. One 

owner from new 1 3,000 dry miles 
in mint condition, LeMans Green. 
01460 65343 (JP) 


ZR120+ 



2004, 55,000 miles, £1,900 
ono. Owned by MG enthusiast, 
purchased from new. Unmarked 
bodywork, all carpets covered 
from new. Clean engine bay. 

Full repair and service history, 
including head gasket change. 
Would make a lovely show car, 
Swansea. 01 792 202136 (PB) 


ZR STEPSPEED 



2002, £395. 1800CC, spares or 
repair, in good condition for 
its year, no MoT, sell complete 
or break for spares, very good 
engine, alloy wheels with good 
tyres. 07941 629631 or 01 945 
701344 


PARTS FOR SALE 


CMS ALLOY WHEELS 



£120. Brand new, still 
boxed. 7Jx15,4x10SPCD. 
Cambridgeshire. 01 223 837740 or 
07961 500234 after 6.30pm (PB) 


5 TYRES 165X15 
£65. All good treads. Buyer 
collects. Nottinghamshire. 01 1 5 
985 6076 (RB) 

FORD SIERRA GEARBOX 
£265. 5 speed Type 9 suitable for 
conversion to many classic cars. 
MGA, Midget, Sprite, etc. Direct 
out of running car. Lothiam. 
01313 432574 (PB) 

GARAGE CLEAR OUT 
£POA. MGB GTTF parts for sale, 
wire wheels, aluminium bonnet, 
fabric Roof, engine, gear box,TF 
exhaust and much more. 01858 
492627 (MU) 


HOOD 



2000, £1 00. Re-offered for 
Sale after let downlFrom MGF. 
Good condition (MG CAR CLUB 
MEMBER). Surrey. 07802 318950 
(JP) 


LEATHER SEATS (PAIR) 



£100. Re-offered for Sale after 
let downlFrom MGF year 2000. 
Good condition. (MG CAR CLUB 
MEMBER). Surrey. 07802 318950 
(JP) 

LUCAS 

£POA. 1 50 starter motors 
and alternators. For 70s to 90s 
vehicles. Call to see if I have what 
you need. North Yorkshire. 01423 
709175 (PB) 

MAGNETTEZA/ZB 
1956, £160. Front valance, 
radiator support panel, radiator, 
instrument gauges, SU carbs, 
alloy intake, inlet plus cast iron 
exhaust manifold, bumper 
brackets with jacking points, 
door handles, electrical. All 
original, no reproduction. Kent. 
01622 747902 

MG METRO TICKFORD BODYKIT 
£200. Genuine tickford bodykit 
for an MG Metro plus other 
parts. Please contact for further 
information. Essex. 01763 257354 
(JW) 

MGA PARTS 

£P0A. Alloy bonnet sound 
condition, 4 good overriders, 
chrome dash / horn trim etc. 
07477 41 4999 (JW) 

MGA ROADSTER 
1956, £100 or best offer. 

Nearside alloy door. Offside alloy 
door. Buckinghamshire. 07580 
862589 (PB) 


MGB 

£POA. Complete auto gearbox. 
Overdrive boxes, MG 2 litre O 
series engine. ZB-A 1500 engine. 
3 bearing 1800 B engine. 5 Rover 
800 alloy wheels, fits B orTR. 
Somerset. 01458 241570 (PB) 

MGB 

£300 the lot. Black wraparound 
hard top, clutch slave cylinder, 

2 Rostyle wheels, half tonneau 
black, headlamp chrome stone 
guards, new choke cable, clutch 
slave cylinder (as new), radiator 
centre filler box of odds rivetts, 
clips etc. Surrey. 01306 713355 


MGB FRONT BUMPER 



£POA. Chrome with o'riders 
and sidelamps etc. Bedfordshire. 
01234 213871 


MGB GT V8/STAG 
£POA. Two steering wheels slot/ 
holed, black Interior trim vgc, 
sump pan ex cond. Stag rear 
centre bumper (as new). Lancs. 
01616 651668 

RETIREMENT STOCK 
EVarious. Starters, alternators, 
diodes, oils, bearings etc, plastic 
spare boxes with racking, 
spotlights, radios plus much 
more. Cambs. 01223 234656 

VARIOUS PARTS 
£POA. MG Midget rear axle 
casing. Austin Maestro 1275c 
gearbox and crankshaft. Mini 
998cc engine. Gearbox less 
head. Pair Metro Mkl disc brake 
calipers. Mini 1 lOOcc crankshaft. 
Morris 1 000 crankshafts. E. 
Sussex. 01435 866331 (PB) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


1 PINT CASTROL WAKEFIELD 



1930, £1 50 post free. Original 
pourer. Nearly unused. Logo both 
sides. Cornwall. 07905 135288 


2 RAC BADGES 



1955-1960, £80 each. 

Motors port full member, 1953- 
1961. Size 77x149 mm and 77 
X 1 1 8 mm. Buckinghamshire. 
07716 607984 (RB) 
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MGF / TF 
MGB & Midget 
MGZT / Rover 75 
MGZS / Rover 45 
MGZR / Rover 25 
Rover SD1 
Rover 200 
Rover 400 


Rover 600 

Rover 800 

Metro 

Maestro 

Montego 

Mini 

City Rover 
P5&P6 


Visit our website 
for prices 
and availability: 

www.rimmerbros.co.uk 


All the parts and 
accessories you 
mill ever need 


Free 
Catalogues" 


c Parts 




i 


tel: 


01522 568000 


Parts service for Land Rovers Triumph and Jaguar also available 


fax: 01522 567600 LAND 

emm7; sales@rimmerbros.co.uk rover JAGUAR 

from 1998 to 2011 


FOLLOW US 




Triumph House, Sleaford Road, Bracebridge Heath, 
Lincoln, LN4 2NA. England 
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A4SGR 


LARGE STEEL CHEST 


£1,S00 ono. Private plate, on 
retention and ready to go. 

Suffolk. 07502 540725 (RB) 

AMERICAN CAR MODELS 
£40 will post. 4 tin cars, one 
large 3 medium size. Police, taxi, 
Ford Country Squire, 1960s. £40. 
Corgi Black Beauty, Green Hornet 
No 268 boxed, good cond, 

£50 inc post, 1966. Platinum 
Collection 1:18 scale Sun Star, 

1 959 Pontiac Convertible, In 
box, £50 will post. Devon. 07971 
687318 

AUTOCAR 

£POA. 1962,1963, 1965, 1966, 
1967, 1968, 1969-1977,1989- 
1 992, many issues. Practical 
Classics 8/1996-2012 most issues. 
Phone before 6. Lancs. 01 61 7 
997548 

CARCOON FOR SALE 
£250 ono. To fit E-Type Jaguar 
or smaller car, with electric fans, 
hardly used. Cheltenham Area. 
07919 120589 (MC) 

CFF 562 

£POA. Private registration 
number for sale. On retention 
and ready for transfer. Please 
call if you want to make an offer. 
Avon. 01225 852852 (RB) 

CHERISHED NUMBER PLATES 
£2,000. PMV 333 on retention 
for sale. Also 858 RTG £2,000. 627 
GYC £1 ,200. Private sale. 07840 
400569 


FORECOURT SHELL SIGN 



1960, £150. Pole 12ft tall. 
Somerset 01 373 81 2302 (RB) 


GARAGE CLEARANCE 
EOffers, Spares and tools etc. 
Suitable for auto jumblers. Large 
amount. Come and make an offer 
for the lot Due to retirement 
Must clear. First come first served. 
Aberdeenshire. 01466 792123 
(PB) 

GRANDEE MG MARQUES 
foffers invited. 3 complete sets, 
in original albums. Motorsports 
1 955-1 973 not complete years, 

70 copies £50 the lot). 1 974- 
1 986, £1 5 per complete year. 
Warwickshire. 01 788 890835 

HAYNES/AUTOBOOK 
£1-£7.50 each, can post. 

Autodata/Intereurope/P Russek -i- 
training supplements for classic 
cars/modern from 1960-2008, gc/ 
vgc. Hants. 07867 813213 


KISMET HPA MOT BAY 



£2,200. Rolling road brake tester. 
Cornwall. 01579 362222 (RB) 


L7GYC 

£1,500. Private registration 
for sale on retention, ready 
for immediate transfer. 01 225 
852852 


£80. Of workshop drawers, 
contains 144 drawers, each 
drawer has 6 compartments, very 
well made, 6ft high, 3ft wide, 
bargain. Suffolk. 07743 350654 

LOCKHEED P38 LIGHTNING 
£95 post free. Pre-war twin 
boom fighter, on marble base 7in 
X Sin, commemorative mascot 
Australia Sydney South Pacific 
on wings, chrome plated. Essex. 
07964 486932 


MOBILE BENCH/TOOL CHEST 



£195. Retractable wheels, 
stainless covered hardwood top. 
Ex M.o.D.Top quality, 3 sliding 
lockable drawers and open 
storage area with shelf below. S. 
Yorks. 07971 223707 (JP) 


MOTOR SPORT 
£POA. 1970-1981 many issues, 
1 986-2001 , 2003-2005. Offers. 
Phone before 6. Lancs. 0161 7 
997548 


NUMBER PLATE 

£500. BIL 8228. Wrexham. 01978 

357750 (JW) 

OSRAM BULBS DISPLAY UNIT 



jsraiD BULBS 

O a ALL VEHICLES 


1950, £85. For all vehicles. 
Display unit with selection of 
vintage bulbs. Nice condition. 
Size: 1 4 inches x 1 8 inches. 
Surrey. 020 8399 7541 (PB) 

PRIVATE PLATES 
£POA. NDF 80, NFK 28, NBK 91 . 
Private sale of any of my private 
plates, all on retention. Sensible 
offers please. 01 225 852852 or 
07840 400569 


PRIVATE REGISTRATION 
£1,200. D1 VXR, on retention. 
Suffolk. 01473 721179 


PRIVATE REGISTRATION FOR 
SALE 



£POA. BREAD or B-READ (B1 3 
EAD), my fabulous plate for 10 
years on retention, open to offers 
please. 01225 852852 or 07840 
400569 


PRIVATE REGISTRATION PLATE 



£Offers. Open to sensible offers. 
Lincolnshire. 01 205 870815 (RB) 


PRIVATE REGISTRATION PLATE 
£495 ono. R5 TBR - ideal for any 
RS car. Currently on a retention 
certificate. Northamptonshire. 
07426 657829 (RB) 


RAC ASSOCIATE BADGE 



£1 90 free post. Date disc on 
back 1918, brass finish. No 
A3950m Lancashire Automobile 
Club, no damage to enamel, size 
4ln dia, Cornwall. 07905 135288 


RAC ASSOCIATE CIVIL SERVICE 
BADGE 



1930, £75. King Crown. No. 
F30606. Civil Service on marble 
base, Essex. 07964 486932 (RB) 


RAC BADGE 



1 960s, £20 + p&p. New-old 
stock (plastic). Never been on a 
car. Antrim. 07759 818732 (PB) 


'REGGY' 

1 RI3GGY y 

La ' i 

£POA. Personal registration 
number for sale. I've had it over 
ten years. Fantastic plate. Could 
be other?ls(R13GGY).On 
retention ready for transfer. Avon. 
07840 400569 / 01 225 852852 

REGISTRATION FOR SALE 
£1,800 ono. GCB 800. On 
retention. Ring Colin. No time 
wasters please. Cumbria. 01539 
741080 (RB) 


REGISTRATION FOR SALE 
£1,500. KEIIYAA. Mid 
Glamorgan. 07929 342396 (RB) 

REGISTRATION NUMBER 
£1,800 ono. LJC 800. Immediate 
transfer. Fee paid. Call after 7pm. 
Cumbria. 07930 162180 (PB) 


ROYAL NAVY BADGE 



£75 post free. By J. R. Gaunt, 
Birmingham. Queens Crown. Size: 
Sin X 3in. No damage. Bar fixing. 
Surrey. 07968 659967 (PB) 


ROYAL OBSERVER CORPS 
BADGE 



£85 post free. By J R Gaunt, 
London, mint condition, no 
damage Queen crown, pos 1950- 
1960, size Sin x Sin approx, Essex. 
07964 486932 

SANYO CASSETTE PLAYER 
1979, fOffers. Full auto reverse. 
Model FT960LE. Old stock. Mint 
in box with fittings. LW/MW/FM. 
New. Essex. 07708 450681 (RB) 


SHEEPSKIN FLYING JACKET 



£POA. Brown leather. Size: 
medium. Very good condition. 
London. 020 8534 1 761 / Mob: 
07401 783580 (PB) 


TRANSPORTER TRAILER 
£1 ,200. Twin axle. 1 6ft x 6ft bed. 
Brakes (new) and two new tyres. 
Ramps, winch (manual), lights. 
Also hitch attachment to take 
caravans. £500 hitch. Probably 
needs paint (surface rust). 
Derbyshire. 07454 94871 1 (PB) 

TROLLEY JACK 
£100. Long Chassis-High Lift 
850mm. 1 Year Old very little use. 
North Lines, 01 652 658715 (JW) 

TUY583 

fOffers. Private registration for 
sale. On retention and ready for 
transfer. Bristol. 01 225 852852 
(PB) 

"V1XAN" PRIVATE PLATE 



£15,000. On retention for 
immediate transfer. 07977 
983002 (JW) 

VARIOUS 

fVarious. 0-1 Morris 8, Wright, 
old model in case. Micrometer 
ASS, now £30 plus p&p. 0 25mm 
micrometer, carbide face, £15 
plus p&p. Surrey. 020 8641 4238 
(RB) 

WHEEL HUBCAPS 
£35 ono ■¥ postage. 5 chrome 
aluminium 12in, in fair condition. 
Could do with black re-painted. 
To fit 12in wheels. Suffolk. 01440 
760966 (RB) 

WORKSHOP MANUALS 
£POA. Genuine, for Jaguar 
MklO, 2.4, 3.4, 420 and Daimler 
Conquest with parts catalogue 
£20 each. Also Triumph Vittese 
and MG Magnette £10 each. 
North Yorks. 01 765 635064 

X746 ARY 

£975. Reg number on retention. 
Reads X74 GARY. Cambridge. 
07774 614705/01954 267000 
(RB) 


WANTED 


MGB ROADSTER 
Wanted. In any condition with 
or without MoT. Must be chrome 
bumper model. Cash waiting. 
West Midlands. 07581 332598 
(PB) 

MGTD MKII 

1 953, Wanted. Speedometer 
or just the interior workings 
{gearing etc). Staffordshire. 07815 
055836 (PB) 

URGENTLY WANTED - ANY MG, 
ANY YEAR, ANY CONDITION 
Wanted. Urgently wanted. Any 
MG, any year, any condition. 

01 707 876089 or 07831 556666. 
Cars for sale on www.mgsforsale. 
com - SMR Specialists in MG 
Motor Cars, (T). Hertfordshire. 
01707 876089 (GD) 
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Croydon Classic 



Chrome Bumper MG Specialists 


As featured on Channel 4's "Deals on Wheels" 

GOODiRESTORED EXAMPLES ALWAYS WANTEDiSOLD 



MG B Roadster, 1972, Old English White, Black 
Leather interior. Walnut Dash, Mohair Hood. 
Heritage Shell Rebuild 1997 with photographic 
record. New suspension, O/D, electronic ignition. 

£12,500 


MG B Roadster, 1978. Midnight Blue. Chrome 
Bumper MQB, Total body restoration completed 
May 2014, New chromework, black leather, black 
double duck hood, Minilite style alloy wheels. 

£11,500 


SHELL Rebuild. 3.5 litre Rover Efi Vitesse Engine with 
RV8/Janspeed S/S Exhaust. Front suspension by Hoyle Engineering, 
5 Link rear suspension by Frontline Costello. Alloy Wheels.Leather 
Upholstery, Door Cards & new seat diaphragms by RIM. £ 18,500 


TR6 - Left Hand Drive, 1975, French Blue, 
Rust free paintwork. Just arrived from the 
USA, Body and paintwork in excellent 
condition, S/S exhaust and high torque starter 
motor. £12,500 



MG B Roadster - LHD 1973, British Racing Green, 
Overdrive, Wire wheels. Leather Body restoration 
completed August 2014, Reconditioned unleaded 
engine. Black with Green piped leather interior. New 
hood, chrome work & chrome wire wheels £1 1,500 



MG B Roadster, 1964, Tartan Red, Overdrive, 
Restored bodywork. Leather with Red Piping 
interior. Total body restoration 2010, rust free, 
new leather seats, mohair hood. £1 1,500 



MG B Roadster, 1965, British Racing Green, 
O/D. Body work restored by us 5 years ago, 
excellent condition, new carpet, new Mohair 
hood. Black with White piped leather seats, 
new chrome wire wheels. £10,500 



MG B Roadster, 1972. Primrose Yellow, 
overdrive, restored 3 years ago. Service 
history, new hood and Minilite style alloy 
wheels, rust free engine compartment, rebuilt 
engine, drives really well. £10,500 



SHOP FACILITIES: 


WORK 

Mechanical Servicing /Repairs * 
Body Restoration & Resprays * 

i 

Welding to MOT standard , 

Trimming/Carpet fitting 


Hood fitting 
Walnut dashboards 
RHD/LHD conversions 
Rubber to Chrome bumper 
conversion 


• Wire wheel conversions 

• New & Secondhand parts 

• Dellvery/Collection 

• Storage Facilities 


MG B GT, 1972, Black, Overdrive. Complete bare 
body, bare metal respray completed January 
2014. New windscreen, all rubbers replaced. Black 
leather interior. Reconditioned unleaded engine. 
New wire wheels. Immaculate paintwork. £7,500 


MG B Roadster, 1973, Teal Blue, O/D, New 
Black trim 8f carpets. Body 8f paintwork in 
excellent condition, no rust or scratches. 
Chrome boot rack. Chrome Wire Wheels, K&N 
filters, Kenlowe fan. New Hood £9,500 


MG B GT, 1970. Trafalgar Blue, O/D, Leather, Rebuilt engine. Complete bare body 
restoration Odober 2014. Over £6,000 spent on mechanics and chassis in the 
last 2 years, with most invoices, less than 1,000 miles since. Leather executive 
seats, S/S Tourist Trophy exhaust. Hew front & rear shock absorbers, rear leaf 
springs, poly bushes. Minilite replica wheels. Mew Uniroyal tyres. £8,500 


wheels, Webasto s/roof. Leather. Restored 
bodywork. Red with Black piped leather 
interior. Red carpets in excelient condition, 
very clean engine compartment. £7,500 



MG B GT, 1971, Tartan Red, Overdrive, Wire wheels. 
Body restored 2012 with photographic record. Stunning 
paintwork. Service history and invoices dating back 25 
years, approx. 20k miles since recon engine and gearbox 
with overdrive. Black/red piped interior. £7,500 



MG Midget Mk 3 1275cc, 1971, Teal Blue, 
Heritage Shell Rebuild. Totally rebuilt using a new 
Heritage Bodyshell completed approximately 10 
years ago, still In rust free condition. Engine and 
gearbox rebuilt at that time £7,500 



MG B GT, 1972, Black, O/D, Alloy wheels, Sebring 
Look. "De-bumpered" and fitted with a Sebring rear 
end, front spoiier, bonnet power bulge, ISinch 
Minilite styie adloy wheels with 195/60 tyres. Standard 
1800CC engine with Overdrive gearbox. £7,000 



MG B GT, 1972, British Racing Green, O/D, Leather 
interior. Body restored in 2007 with photo record. 
Paintwork unmarked Sf rustfree. Grey leather seats, 
Minilite style alloy wheels. Reconditioned Overdrive 
Gearbox Sf new clutch just fitted. £6,500 



An MG owner for 30 years offers a friendly and professional service. 
Viewing by appointment - 6 days a week 

FREEPHONE: 08000 55 61 55 • MOBILE: 07980 977197 
Check out our NEW website www.croydonclassics.com 
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY 
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FOR JUST 


£5 


Save 61 "■'““on the shop price Free delivery direct to your door Never miss an issue 
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3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER 

|1 ONLINE 

I -L shop.kelsey.co.uk/cmt 

2 POST 

Fill in the form and send to: 

FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, Classics Monthly, 
Kelsey Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe Barn, 

Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TN16 SAG 

3 CALL OUR SUBSCRIPTION TEAM 

0845 241 5159 

and quote offer code CMTC1 06 

Hotline open: Mon - Fri Sam - 6pm. Please note that calls are charged at 
your local rate, for further information please check with your service provider. 


*PLEASE NOTE: 3 issues for £5 offer is a Direct Debit, UK subscription offer only. You can cancei at any time in writing in the first three months and £5 

wiii be your oniy commitment, if you do NOT cancel in that time, a regular payment will continue at £44.99 still saving 21 %, taken via direct debit from 
your bank every 1 2 months. * **61 % discount calculated on your first 3 issues. 


SUBSCRIPTION OFFER SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 



SUBSCRIPTION OFFER SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


YOUR DETAILS 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr Forename 

Surname 

Address 


Postcode 

Daytime phone Mobile .... 

Email 

DELIVERY DETAILS (if different from above) 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr Forename 

Surname 

Address 


Daytime phone 


Postcode 
Mobile .... 


[TTyES! Piease send me the next 3 issues of Ciassics Monthiy magazine for just £5. 


After 3 issues I understand that my subscription will continue at the low rate of just £44.99 
every 1 2 months, saving 21 % on the shop price - unless I write to tell you otherwise. 


Instructions to your Bank or Building Society to pay by 

Name of Bank 

Address 



Account name 
Sort code 


I I I I I 


Postcode 


Account number 


Signature 


Date 


Originator’s Id number 

8|3|7|3|8|3 


Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain 
with Kelsey Media Ltd. and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank or 
Building Society. 


PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: 

FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, Classics Monthly, 
Kelsey Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe Barn, 
Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TN16 SAG 


Offer/prices available until 8th May 2015. Kelsey Media uses a Multi Layered Privacy Notice giving you brief details 
about how we would like to use your personal information. For full details visit www.kelseyshop.co.uk or call 01959 
543524. If you have any questions please ask as submitting your data indicates your consent, until you choose otherwise, 
that we and our partners may contact you about products and services that will be of relevance to you via direct mail, 
phone, email and SMS. You can opt-out at ANY time via email data.controller@kelseypb.co.uk or 01959 543524. 


Offer code: CMTC1 06 









SVR IS A REP HOT LADY 



R-Type replica built from 
scratch in meticulous detail 


A medic’s eye view of 
supporting UK motorsport 


The ups and downs (mostly 
ups!) of owning a TF LE500 


PLUS 

ZSTD115 

Diesel ZS has been 
subtly modified and 
looks a real beauty. 
It is fast too! 


MG6 Facelift 

MG unveil their 
facelifted MG6 and 
announce changes 
to the model line-up 


Ex-Works MGB 

John Yea of British 
Motor Heritage is 
given DRX 255G 
and sent racing 


BTCC Begins 

Andrew Jordan and 
Jack Goff kick off 
MG’S assault on 
the 2015 BTGG 


ISSUE ON SALE MAY1 


(contents may be 
subject to change) 


To subscribe call 0845 872 7385 


or visit www.mgenthusiast.com 


www.mgenthusiast.com 
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CHEQUERED FLAG 


Andrew Roberts reflects on a month in the world of MG 


Still welcome at Le Mans 

50 years after MGB’s swan song, Abingdon’s old warhorse is still welcome at Le 
Mans as historic cars rekindle memories of unique finishing record at La Sarthe 


H alf a century ago this June, Paddy Hopkirk and the late 
Andrew Hedges drove the MGB to its third successive 
finish in the Le Mans 24 Hours. This would be another 
achievement for what was essentially a production sports car, 
albeit tuned for endurance racing with the Syd Enever 
designed ‘long-nose’, but anyone looking at the cockpit would 
have noted that it was close to showroom stock, even including 
carpets. Little wonder that so many MG followers associated 
with these Works MGBs, because anyone could modify their 
car to the same standard via Special Tuning. 

These MGB Le Mans forays proved, as did outings at Sebring 
and later the Marathon de la Route, Just how rugged and 
dependable Abingdon’s unsung hero was. And still is, for the 
venerable MGB has proved one of the most popular choices 
for historic endurance racing, more than one competitor being 
on record as saying that once the car is prepared, that is it for 
an entire season. Organisers of the Le Mans Historic Meeting 
know they will never have any shortage of historic MGBs and 
whenever the support race before the 24 Hours caters for its 
period, the 1965 entry is always welcome. 

Le Mans has always worked its magic for me, none more so 
than ten years ago when the MG Lola EX264 defied seemingly 
impossible odds and a raft of misfortunes to take victory in the 
LM P2 class. Its drivers were Mike Newton (CEO of the AD 
Group who had entered the car), Warren Hughes (the former 
MG Works driver who had raced the original MG EX257 from 
which the car had been developed) and the UK-based Brazilian 


Thomas Erdos. Running the team was RML, whose Le Mans 
record is second to none and whose mechanics and race 
engineers are legendary. It was the happiest and most friendly 
team I have ever been associated with and the emotion of the 
podium presentation is something I will never forget. How 
ironic that in 2005 it was a pyrrhic victory. So, come mid-June I 
will raise a glass to Le Mans memories and absent friends. 



Still active in historic endurance racing in the hands of Barry 
Sidery-Smith is the 1965 Le Mans MGB that finished strongly 
in its final Works appearance at La Sarthe half a century ago. 


Turning back the Brooklands clock 

VSCC Premier Cru Racing is set to reprise classic dueis and atmosphere for historic MG race cars 


ometimes the old adage ‘Less is More’ 
becomes entirely apposite in an 
increasingly complex world. Take the 
world of historic motorsport as an example. 
Once there were a mere handful of events, 
but today you could fill your entire season’s 
diary with worldwide extravaganzas if you 
had the time and funding. Sometimes it all 
seems too much. Naturally, the headline 
events like the Goodwood Revival, Laguna 


The MG R-Type single seater, with its 
familiar outer lean, could well be a 
competitor in the new VSCC Premier 
Cru Racing series. 


Seca and Monaco Historic attract the 
highest profile fields, but for every car 
selected, there are others with egually 
significant provenance that never appear. 

That may be about to change, for the 
Vintage Sports Car Club have announced 
Premier Cru Racing, which will be an 
exclusive new series of races catering for 
original pre-war racing cars. This was an era 
of famous margues like Bugatti, ERA, Alfa 
Romeo and Maserati, culminating in the 
Silver Arrows of Auto Union and Mercedes- 
Benz. Arguably this was a time when motor 
racing was still viewed as a sport, decades 
away from the sponsorship of late post-war 
years, and cars raced in their national 
colours of British Racing Green, Italian Red, 
Erench Blue and latterly German Silver. 
Much as it is fashionably popular to decry 
the Brooklands epithet of ‘The Right Crowd 
and No Crowding,’ the fact remains that this 
was a less frenetic time with a more relaxed 
atmosphere, even though the racing was 
highly competitive. 

Pre-War Maserati experts and regular 
historic competitors Sean and Laura 
Danaher are behind this innovative 
approach and following successful 
independent appearances, made the 
decision to put it on a firmer footing. Hence 


the new VSCC series which will run at three 
2015 meetings, starting at the Silverstone 
Spring Start. Oulton Park and Snetterton will 
also host rounds and at each circuit there 
will be dedicated garage and paddock 
areas where cars and drivers will be 
together. Eriendliness and informality will be 
the theme, as anyone who has experienced 
Historic Grand Prix Cars Association 
participation will immediately recognize. 

Amongst the fields that will surely include 
Bugatti T35, Alfa Romeo Monza, ERA and 
Maserati 8CM, where might that leave 
Austin with its twin overhead camshaft 
supercharged single-seaters that were in 
essence scaled down Grand Prix cars? Or 
MG, with such cars as the Parnell single 
seater K3, the Q-Type or the R-Type that 
brought highly advanced technology on its 
introduction? The good news for those of 
us wanting to see such models with their 
contemporary rivals is that they will be 
welcome in the Premier Cru Racing series. 
The opportunity to see such cars in the 
unigue atmosphere of a VSCC race 
meeting, competing against opposition that 
has not been over-modified - a key element 
of the new series - will emphasise their 
historic provenance and add a new and 
different perspective to the season. 
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SPECIALIST VEHICLE INSURANCE 



Cherished by you 

Insured by us 














Over 35 years’ experience 
No broker administration fees 
Choose a vehicle repairer you trust 
UK & European accident & breakdown 
recovery including home service 
Free and automatic salvage retention* 
Cover for drivers from 18 years of age 
and no upper age limit* 

Agreed value* 


Call our friendly UK team for a quotation 

01277 206 911 

www.rhclassicinsiiraiice.co.iik 


* Subject to our standing underwriting criteria. Please refer to the policy documentation on our website, or call, for further information, 

RH Specialist Insurance is a trading name of Willis Limited, a Lloyd's Broker. Registered office: 51 Lime Street, London, EC3M 7DQ, 

Registered number 181116 England and Wales. Willis Limited is authorised and regulated by the Finandal Conduct Authority* The RH Specialist 
Insurance schemes are arranged and administered onbehalf of Willis Limited by ERS Syndicate Services Limited, an appointed representative of ERS 
Syndicate Management limited which is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Finandal Conduct Anthority and the 
Prudential Regulation Authority: Number 204851 














ENGINEERING 
HAS EVOLVED 



Frontline Developnnents design and produce a world-class range of 
high-quality, superbly engineered suspension, brake, transnnission and 
engine parts to enhance the driving experience of your: 

MG Midget, Austin Healey Sprite, MGB & MGC. 


Call us on +44 (0) 1235 832632 or visit us at frontlinedevelopments.com 


5 SPEED GEARBOX CONVERSIONS. ENHANCED SUSPENSION, BRAKING AND 
AXLE SOLUTIONS. FROM FULL CAR RESTORATIONS TO MINOR 
IMPROVEMENTS TO INCLUDE PAINT TRIM ENGINEERING ELECTRICS 
ENGINE, TRANSMISSION AND AXLE BUILDING 


FRONTLINE DEVELOPMENTS 

Exquisite hand huilt sports cars 






